
Deer overpopulation:
Hunters caused it.
What can we do about it?

Nonprofit 
Organization
U.S. Postage 

Paid

ANIMAL
PEOPLE,

Inc.

ANIMAL         PEOPLE
News For People Who                            Care About Animals

October 1993                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Volume II,  #8

Attention advertisers! Our guaranteed distribution has increased to 20,000––
33% more audience for your dollar.  Call 518-854-9436 today to reserve your holiday season ad space.

DUPAGE COUNTY,  Illinois––It isn't deer
overpopulation that has the Dupage County Forest
Preserve commissioners,  Steve Hindi of the Chicago
Animal Rights Coalition,  Don Rolla of the Elsa Wild
Animal Appeal, and local hunting groups all at four-cor-
nered loggerheads.  It's what to do about it.  

They're agreed there are too many deer in the
six-square-mile Waterfall Glen preserve:  537 at last
count,  even after 253 were culled last spring. They're
agreed there's nowhere to relocate them.  They're agreed
deer roaming out of the preserve are a hazard to cars and
perhaps to passing trains as well.  They're agreed that the
deer are eating songbirds and other brush-dwelling
species out of cover.  They're even agreed that there prob-

ably won't be any ideal solution––quick,  humane,  and
inexpensive.

Ruling out hunting as too slow and potentially
too dangerous in the limited area,  the commissioners  last
spring accepted a strategy recommended by the Illinois
Department of Conservation. Volunteer sharpshooters
reportedly killed 97 deer.  When that also proved too slow
to get the numbers down to the desired stable population
of 120 before summer,  wildlife agents set up baiting sta-
tions and entangled whole families of deer in rocket-pro-
pelled cargo nets,  then euthanized them with captive bolt
pistols intended for use in slaughterhouses.  Deer hunters,
irate at being excluded from the killing,  pushed a non-

(continued   on  page  13)



INSIDE
Members of Congress
make last-hour appeal
to save Alaskan wolves

 Free trade agreement
unclear on animals

ROADKILL TOLL MAY BE
187 MILLION A YEAR

Does Canada dare to 
try Paul Watson?

Hate paper targets 
humane societies

WINS FOR DOLPHINS

ENGLEWOOD,  Colorado––
Knowing that an ongoing shelter-by-shel-
ter,  state-by-state count has demonstrated
the annual U.S. euthanasia toll due to pet
overpopulation to be under six million
animals per year,  the American Humane
Association on September 7 told mass
media that,  "In 1992,  a dog or cat was
euthanized every two seconds in this
country––12.1 million dogs and cats in
all."  The AHA release also maintained
that euthanasias are again increasing after
eight years of decline.

Days later,  ANIMAL PEO-
P L E added the results of a shelter-by-

shelter count of euthanasias in New York
state to the numbers for nine other states
already gathered by Phil Arkow of the
Humane Society of the Pikes Peak
Region and published in our July/August
issue.  With New York included,  the
count now includes the records of more
than 500 shelters in states including 39%
of the total U.S. human population,  and
approximately the same ethnic,  econom-
ic,  educational,  and urban/rural demo-
graphic profile as the U.S. as a whole.

Arkow's projection of
euthanasias based on nine states was 5.7

Count finds 5 million
euthanasias a year––
AHA SAYS 12 MILLION
WANTED TO DISCREDIT PET BREEDERS

Girl's death
due to bat rabies

and other people who often handle unfamiliar
animals to take appropriate precautions,  includ-
ing pre-exposure vaccination,  which costs
about $375 for a set of three injections and must
be administered by a medical doctor or regis-
tered nurse under a medical doctor's supervi-
sion.  Ahrendt's death was especially alarming
because she never knew she had been bitten by
any animal,  much less a rabid animal.  In fact,
no one even suspected she'd had rabies until
during a mandatory autopsy following what
doctors suspected was a case of encephalitis
brought on by a fall from a horse that no one
thought was serious at the time.  

Investigators were mystified when
they could find no evidence of either a traumatic
injury or any familiar viral disease.  Finally,
following up a casual suggestion by one of the
pediatricians who treated Ahrendt for steadily
worsening but inexplicable fever during her last
days of life,  pathologist Dr. Christina Vellejo
discovered tell-tale proteins called Negri bodies
left by the rabies virus in nerve cells of
Ahrendt's brain  

Rabies hadn't been considered before
because there were no bite marks on Ahrendt's
body,  she had never complained of being bitten,
and no one she knew could remember her ever
having been bitten.  Early speculation had it that

i BLOOMINGBURG,  New York––The New York State Health Department is running
a search of all computerized hospital records to find possible undiagnosed deaths from silver-
haired bat rabies.  The review began following the August 26 discovery that silverhaired bat
rabies was responsible for the first human rabies fatality in New York state since 1954.

The mid-Atlantic raccoon rabies pandemic recently spread into mid-state New York.
Northeastern New York is meanwhile contending with sporadic invasions of fox rabies from
Quebec and northwestern Vermont.  But the rabies strain that killed 11-year-old Kelly Ahrendt of
Bloomingburg on July 11 has apparently been in New York,  little noticed,  for many years.

The case served to warn animal care and control workers,  rescuers,  veterinary staff,

(continued on page 8)(continued on page 9)

Voltaire got out of the bag nine years ago.  You'll see him again on page 37.  (Photo by Kim Bartlett)
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Editorials

Those of us who have worked with cattle know that there are two ways to get a
balky cow to move.  Cowpunchers yell,  push,  and beat the animal,  who often becomes
even more obstinate.  Milkmaids by contrast just walk in front of the cow,  hands in pock-
ets,  and she follows from curiosity.  One experienced milkmaid with a pocket full of apples
could probably move more cattle farther,  faster,  than all the cowpunchers west of the
Mississippi,  if she had a mind to,  but no one has ever convinced the punchers,  who con-
tinue to rave and kick and beat on almost every farm and feedlot.

Persuading the public to adopt humane attitudes and practices often seems similar-
ly frustrating.  Problems and solutions evident to those of us in animal protection are
ignored and overlooked time and again by governmental authorities,  whether we're talking
about violence to animals as precursor of violence to humans,  the folly of spending mil-
lions for animal control but next to nothing on animal population control,  or the hidden
costs of the meat industry to human and environmental health.  Undeniably,  progress is
being made,  and even in comparison with a few years ago,  it is impressive in many areas:
the rapid drop in animal shelter euthanasia rates,  the decline of sport hunting,  the collapse
of the fur trade,  and the exponential increase of interest in vegetarianism, to cite just a
handful.  Still,  the progress can seem as slow relative to the size of some of the issues as
the pace of Old Bossy may seem to a young cowhand who'd rather be traveling at the pace
of a souped-up pickup truck.

Thus there are those who seek to mandate reform through legislation n o w,
whether or not such legislation has public support or can be enforced.  And the elements of
public support and enforceability do go together,  since no law that is not generally  respect-
ed can be made to work,  with any amount of coercion.  Witness the failure of the Volstead
Act,  1919-1932,  which tried to end alcoholism in the U.S. via prohibition of alcoholic bev-
erages,  but succeeded far less than the public awareness campaigns of the past decade,
which have virtually cut teenaged drinking and drunk driving in half.  Prohibition mainly
brought us the Mafia, and gave organized crime an entry point into legitimate business.  

Likewise,  premature and overbroad attempts to enact coercive animal protection
laws can galvanize opposition and make enemies out of natural allies––people who may not
think exactly as we do,  but whose interests have more in common with ours than those of
our opponents.  One need look no farther than the tension between many humane groups
and breed fanciers over proposed breeding bans,  which began when fanciers were excluded
from participation in drafting the first anti-breeding ordinances that received wide publicity.
Breed fanciers have long been active financial backers of many humane societies and neu-
tering programs,  including organizations as big and old as the American SPCA of New
York City and as small and new as the Elizabeth Brown Humane Society in St. Johnsbury,
Vermont,  which is still raising funds to build its first shelter.  The relatively minor percent-
age of pet overpopulation that can be traced to breed fanciers could easily be offset by their
own breed rescue activity.  Since most breed fanciers oppose mercantile and random breed-
ing as vehemently as anyone,  pushing them into the same political camp as puppy millers
and the commercial pet trade without so much as a consultation was a major tactical mis-
take,  the consequences of which may dog humane groups for years to come.

There is a time and place for coercive legislation:  to codify and enforce standards

Fighting the good fight  
the outset of Prohibition,  the public was well convinced that alcoholism was the root of
much evil.  The Volstead Act was endorsed by virtually every major social reform group,
including many humane societies,  whose work then included sheltering children abandoned
by alcoholic parents.  Prohibition failed because it was so broadly applied that for every
alcoholic it sobered up,  it deprived a neighborhood of a social glass of beer or wine.
Eventually,  over a decade,  the onerous restrictions reversed public sentiment.

Propaganda
Which brings up propaganda.  Some partisans in any cause maintain that the crisis

of the moment is so urgent and compelling that we cannot wait to win over the majority of
the public with facts.  We must rally support through circulating horror stories,  inflating sta-
tistics,  and demonizing the opposition.

Such tactics may succeed in raising a rabble and generating momentum toward
achieving a specific short-term objective:  storming the Bastille,  sinking the Bismarck,  or
lynching the first strangers who ride into Ox Bow after ill-founded rumor has it that some-
one was murdered.  Propaganda tactics are even more effective in generating donations to
support cause-oriented groups,  since donors typically respond to appeals on impulse,  and
since the consequences of making an ill-chosen donation rarely return to haunt the donor.

But propaganda in the long run is self-defeating.  It works on the psyche much like
pornography,  in that as the viewer becomes more familiar with the material,  it becomes
ever less titilating.  Propagandists,  like pornographers,  must constantly seek out new depths
of abuse and degradation to shock and excite potential donors and activists,  who meanwhile
may become so depressed by the barrage of horror as to quit opening the mail or even drop
out of the cause entirely to avoid further emotional stress.

Worse still,  propaganda displays contempt for the recipient.  It says,  in effect,
"You're too stupid and insensitive to respond to facts."  People who find out they've been
taken for fools often respond with a backlash rejection of anything and everything the propa-
gandists promoted––sometimes including worthwhile ideas..

Finally,  propaganda devalues and debases the legitimate arguments on behalf of
the cause it purportedly serves.  When propagandists act on their belief that the truth alone
isn't strong enough to win people over,  they demonstrate a distinct lack of faith in their fac-
tual support.  This enables opponents to shift the focus of debate to easily confused rhetori-
cal abstractions,  e.g. in the biomedical research area,  "a rat is a pig is a dog is a boy."
Instead of engaging the facts,  including recognition that much animal-based biomedical
research extrapolates findings from one species to another just as if rats,  pigs,  dogs,  and
boys are all the same,  opposing propagandists need only stir up fear that what antivivisec-
tionists really want is to sacrifice children to save rats. 

ANIMAL PEOPLE believes we are engaged not in no-holds-barred war,  but in
humane education,  which may at times become a desperate struggle against ignorance and
prejudice,  but must itself be conducted humanely.  This includes respecting both our sup-
porters and our opponents enough to conduct debate on an honest plane,  hearing out oppos-
ing points of view,  taking opposing interests into consideration,  and if there are irreconcil-
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Most ANIMAL PEOPLE readers probably remember the saying,  variously attrib-
uted to Benjamin Disraeli and Abraham Lincoln,  that there are lies,  damned lies,  and sta-
tistics.  In popular interpretation,  the saying equates three categories of misinformation.  In
practice,  however,  as both Disraeli and Lincoln knew,  accurate statistics are perhaps the
most powerful means we have of demolishing lies and damned lies––which often reside in
purported statistics that don't withstand scrutiny.

Inaccurate statistics are correspondingly an invitation to public demolition by one's
opponents.  When animal advocates take outdated or sloppily compiled numbers into public
debate,  they figuratively stand up with pants unzipped.  Some activists believe a big number
is most convincing and dramatic,  whether or not it can documented.  Yet people are more
often moved by the plight of one animal than that of many.  "Millions" are overwhelming
and abstract.  Smaller numbers are more hopeful.  People feel empowered to save a certain
number;  after that,  the effort seems impossible and response diminishes.

Whatever the numbers are on a given issue,  ANIMAL PEOPLE knows statistics
matter.  When new statistics become available on any aspect of animal use or abuse,  we
ascertain their source,  consider their accuracy,  and make them public.  The numbers place
issues in perspective,  measure our progress,  calculate the distance we have yet to go,  iden-
tify areas needing further attention,  and help persuade people who have become inured to
mere theoretical argument.  We give you current,  accurate numbers so you won't be caught
and embarrassed when you use the old ones,  which may be familiar but which often have no
current application.

We also work to develop reliable statistics in many areas where the numbers pro-
vided by other organizations are either inaccurate or don't exist.  During the past two years
alone,  we have conducted surveys,  collaborated with enterprising associates, and done
investigative research to help produce the most authentic data currently available on feral cat
health,  population dynamics and rescue methods;   roadkills;  trapping activity;  fur trade
income;  pet theft;  cruelty sentencing;  animal shelter rosters;  shelter intakes and euthana-
sia;  the relative frequency of common management problems at animal shelters;  and eco-
nomic activity by animal protection groups. 

If you need a solid number,  on any animal-related topic,  give us a call.  If it exists,
we'll find it or tell you where to get it.  If it doesn't exist,  we'll tell you so.

As Mark Twain put it,  "Get your facts first.  Then you can distort 'em as you
please."  Stripped of irony,  Twain's point was that real distortion occurs from careless
research.  Good research often yields facts that are subject to divergent interpretation,  but
the basis for interpretation will at least be reliable.

Lies,  damned lies,  and statistics

of behavior that have been accepted by the public through a thorough process of education.
For instance,  the Civil Rights Act of 1964,  Voting Rights Act of 1965,  and Civil Rights
Act of 1968 all built successfully on a foundation of public opinion supporting racial equali-
ty under the law,  which had been established through decades of dedicated work.  They
passed and were respected primarily because the overwhelming majority of Americans,  in
all parts of the country,  had already come to accept that racial discrimination is wrong.
Even if such bills could have been enacted 40 years earlier,  when the Ku Klux Klan openly
controlled the legislatures of Texas,  Oklahoma,  Indiana,  Oregon,  and Maine,  enforce-
ment in a climate of opinion that frankly endorsed racist politics couldn't have succeeded
any more than Prohibition did.

A correlative of the lesson that attitudes must be changed before laws is that when
laws are enacted,  they must specifically target the abuses they are intended to correct.  At

able differences that necessitate an absolute win/lose situation,  conducting ourselves
nonetheless in such a manner that opponents on a particular issue need not become enemies
over everything,  including issues where we otherwise might be allies. 

Judokas and boxers bow or shake hands before a bout in symbolic agreement to
fight the good fight cleanly.   They understand that the object of their fight is to establish
dominance,  not to annihilate one another,  and that delivering low blows is the desperate
last resort of someone who's been outpointed,  who has no more to lose by disqualification.
A low blow missed by the referee can sometimes turn a fight around.  Likewise successful
propaganda may turn a cause around,  temporarily.  But the momentum can be sustained
only if the substance of the matter is sufficient to back up the propaganda.  If not,  all one
gains is a reputation for misrepresentation,  which eventually disqualifies the propagandist
from participation in the public forum.



Premarin vs. horses
Your articles on the connec-

tion between the production of
Premarin female estrogen therapy
drugs and the overbreeding and
slaughter of horses were shockers.  I
thought that by now I was shockproof,
but I suppose I am not.  Just when you
think you know the worst,  there is
more.  It is important that we not let
depression take over;  we have to act.

I phoned my pharmacist and
learned that I was taking the "natural"
Premarin. I then spoke to you;  you
gave me the names of three synthetic
substitutes;  I phoned my doctor and I
switched to one of them,  Estrace.  The
office nurse was appalled when I
explained the reason for my switch.  I
am sending her copies of your articles.
I'm sending copies to some organiza-
tions and individuals as well.  If just
some of them take action,  some hors-
es will be saved––thanks to you.

––Greta Marsh
Lanesboro,  Massachusetts

FoA ad

Letters
An article in our local

paper about how a third of the alli-
gator farms in Florida and Louisiana
are likely to go bankrupt this year
because of declining sales says that,
"To save a species such as the
American alligator,  society might
have to decide that killing is a good
idea,"  and that,  "environmentalists
agree"  that the "best reason to save
something is money."  It then quotes
Ginete Hemley,  director of the
wildlife trade monitoring program at
the World Wildlife Fund:  "We tell
people,  buy alligator if you can.
There's little question in our minds
that controlled hunting and ranching
has helped provide incentives to
protect both the species and habitat
[of alligators].  This is a great
model...a success story."

We have written to
Russell Train,  president of the
World Wildlife Fund,  asking if this
is the official WWF position––that
the only value of animals [and thus
their habitat] is monetary,  a profit
by killing.  And if so,  will their
organization be changing its name

to World Captive Animal Fund or
World Animal Exploitation Fund,
to more accurately reflect this posin-
tion?  Our membership will be inter-
ested in knowing.  Possibly your
readers will be,  too.

––Andi Sandstrom
Humane Education Network

Menlo Park,  California

Hemley's remarks do
indeed reflect the longtime position
of the World Wildlife Fund,  whose
leadership has close associations
with trophy hunting,  game ranch -
ing,  and captive bird shooting.
WWF (a.k.a. World Wide Fund for
Nature) International President
Prince Philip of England is himself
an extremely avid trophy hunter and
captive bird shooter.  In 1987 Philip
and his sons Charles,  Andrew,  and
Edward killed 10,000 pigeons,
7,000 pheasants,  300 partridges,
and several hundred ducks,  geese,
and rabbits during a six-week
Christmas holiday at a canned hunt -
ing preserve. We have reported on
these matters many times.

AVMA & research
The American Veterin-

ary Medical Association is not
doing itself any good morally,
professionally,  or economically
by unconditionally supporting the
use of animals in biomedical
research.  While some limited use
of animals on a strictly humane
basis may be justified today,  we
know that this is not the way
things are.  Veterinarians should
speak out on this subject individu-
ally,  if they so choose,  not col-
lectively.  That should be the poli-
cy of the Association.

AVMA members will
find as time goes on that the
anonymous cover of the
Association will not be enough to
shield them from their clients'
inquiries on this subject.

Do members have the
courage to speak out individually
on this matter––defending specific
instances of usless,  questionable,
or trivial research?  Or asserting
the insensitivity of animals?  Or

rationalizing cruelty with wasted
funds and resources?

I expect a higher ethic of
the veterinary profession.

––Sam D. Calaby
Columbia,  Maryland

There is an wide range
of opinion on this topic among
veterinarians,  exemplified by the
symposium at the 1991 AVMA
annual meeting on Animal
Welfare and Alternatives to
Animals,  sponsored by Proctor &
Gamble. (The proceedings
appeared in the March 1,  1992
issue of the Journal of the
A V M A.)  The veterinary profes -
sion is making noteworthy
progress in reducing its own use
of animals,  as according to Tufts
School of Veterinary Medicine
dean Dr. Franklin Loew,  just
10% of the typical veterinary
training curriculum involves the
use of live animals today,  down
from 25% a decade ago.
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World Wildlife Fund

Pound & shelter
roster
In regard to your

national pound and shelter
roster,  would you please
include Canada and make it
a North American roster?
This is sorely needed here,
too.  Let me know if you
will do that and I 'll get
addresses for Manitoba.
Congratulations on a super
publication.

––Nazen Merjian
Manitoba Animal Alliance

Winnipeg,  Manitoba

It's a deal.  We



FoA ad

welcome any and all shelter
lists.  We've already com -
piled the most extensive
verified shelter list extant,
but we learn of more shel -
ters that previous rosters
have missed (especially
small animal control facili -
ties) every day.

Barbara Mills
In your Sept-

ember issue an item under
the heading "Animal
Collectors" refers to the
charges against Barbara
Mills for cruelty to the ani-
mals in her care.  It reads in
part,  "(she) was quickly
identified by mass media as
she described herself:
founder of the Greyhound
Rescue League of New
England and a longtime
officer in the New
Hampshire Animal Rights
League."  Someone was
misinformed in this situa-
tion.  Ms. Mills is not and
never has been an officer in
the New Hampshire
Animal Rights League.
Not only is she not an offi-
cer;  she isn't even a mem-
ber,  and never has been.

––Elinor Ware,  President
New Hampshire Animal

Rights League, Inc
Northfield,  N.H.

We noted that
"Numerous members of
NHARL and reputable
greyhound rescue groups
who helped rescue the
dozens of animals found on
Mills' premises described
her as a little-known loner
and her Greyhound Rescue
League as a one-person
effort."
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Declawing debate
I am angry that cats are

being euthanized and not adopted
due to Friends of Animals' strong
condemnation of declawing.
[Editor's note: FoA neutering
coupons state on them that they are
not honored if declawing is request -
ed at the same time as the neutering
surgery.]  I called FoA and heard
about all the calls it receives related
to post-declawing surgery problems.
I was dumbfounded.  As a veterinar-
ian,  I do not receive these calls and
believe me,  ardent cat lovers would
not let these problems slide.  I
would hear about it.  

We encourage experimen-
tation with scratching posts and give
articles on the subject of declawing
alternatives,  but sometimes to keep
the pet,  it must be declawed.  A few
years ago a writer for Cats or C a t
Fancy wrote that it was time to have
curtains and furniture in her life.
She was shocked at how well her
cats adapted.  The guilt is lifted
from my clients' shoulders when
they pick up their declawed cat two
days after surgery and find their pet
perfect.

I requested documentation
of what I heard over the phone.  I
was mailed none,  just a brochure
with anecdotal evidence from a Dr.
Camuti.  I have declawed over a
dozen cats for one of my employees
and they are all doing fine;  this too

is anecdotal.  If FoA is to propagate
its anti-declawing beliefs,  I think it
would be better to do it scientifically.
Surveys and statistics should be pro-
duced.  I would be glad to ask my
clients to participate,  prospectively
or retroactively.

Yes,  it is natural and com-
mendable to have indoor nailed cats.
All of my own cats have lived
indoors;  none have been declawed.
But not all people are you or I,  and I
can't live with people believing that
declawing a cat is cruel and will lead
to chronic pain.  To quote Catnip
volume 1,  #3,  a publication of the
Tufts University School of
Veterinary Medicine,  "Anecdotal
stories abound about the negative
effects of declawing a cat.  However,
current scientific research supports
the position that declawing does not
appear to result in longterm behav-
ioral problems in cats.  Nor,  accord-
ing to studies,  does declawing seem
to diminish a cat's ability to defend
itself to the degree previously
believed.  But remember,  while sci-
entific data provides information,  it
does not address the issue of whether
you should have your cat declawed.
Thoughtfully examine your particu-
lar situation before making a deci-
sion."

––Richard Stein,  DVM
Monticello,  New York

Collectors
Your July/August edi-

torial targeting animal collectors
really hit home.  My organiza-
tion has seen many of these peo-
ple in the eight years we've been
sheltering felines.  Even some of
our volunteers had no ability to
know when enough is enough.
One person in particular used to
argue with me constantly about
taking in more cats.  When the
dangers of overcrowding were
explained to him over and over
again,  he became bitter and
defensive.  This went on for
some time while he worked for
us.  Eventually he became abu-
sive, accusing me personally of
lying about the number of cats
we have had at the shelter and
insulting me with remarks about
how he believed I didn't really
care for the animals at all,  that
sheltering was just a business to
me.  This man is no longer with
Just Cats;  he has struck out on
his own.

I'm sure I 'm not the
only person with a story like
this.  I've written several articles
on the dangers of animal collect-
ing,  and I'm offering to send
them to any shelter that would
like to use them in a newsletter;
just send a stamped,  self-
addressed envelope.  But expect
a few rebuttals from well-mean-
ing "Humaniacs."

––Val Beatty,  Director
Just Cats
POB 531

Mansfield,  MA  02048

More Letters

FoA president replies:
I'm baffled over Dr. Stein's

assertion that "cats are being eutha-
nized and not adopted" due to our
policy against declawing.  Perhaps
he could be more specific so that I
could comment.

Please allow me to broad-
en the issue.  People who easily

way to escape up a tree and no possi-
ble way to defend herself.  In our
analysis,  it's not worth it,  and there
are other ways to preserve curtains
and furniture.

Cats need to scratch on
something.  And cats need to be
trained to use a scratching post made

Dogs vs. cats
Isn't it about time that a decision be made exactly where cats fit into

the animal world?  If they are to receive the respect and care due to a com-
panion animal,  then they should be licensed in the same way as dogs.
Alternatively they could be treated as wild animals,  like rabbits,  foxes,  or
coyotes,  being equally well equipped for survival.

Animal regulation departments all over the U.S. are being financial-
ly cut to the bone,  yet have to spend as much time and effort on cat control as
on dogs.  The National Center for Disease Control in Atlanta annually reports
more cases of rabies among felines than canines,  yet there are those who
would return trapped wild cats to freedom.

Discrimination against dog owners is beyond belief.  Cats can be
neutered at no charge––Animal Regulation provides a $20 voucher and the
humane society does the surgery for about that amount.  For equally low-
income dog owners,  no such luck.  Unless vaccinations have been paid for
and $25 donated to Animal Regulation for a license,  there is no help at all.
The net result is obvious in the boxes of free puppies offered outside grocery
stores and the endless cages of beautiful adult dogs handed in at pounds and
shelters.

P.S.––Last month I wrote to ANIMAL PEOPLE suggesting that
your great admiration for DVM Peggy Larson was difficult to understand,  as
she has been instrumental in  neutering 5,000 cats but no dogs.  My letter was
not published.

––Elisabeth Arvin,  Ojai,  California

There is increasing agreement among the animal care and rescue
community that cats should be licensed,  but since many cats shed collars as
readily as hair,  tattooing is a relatively slow procedure,  and microchip
implant identification codes have not been standardized,  the means of identi -
fying cats who have and haven't been licensed has proved a significant obsta -
cle.  Advances in microchip technology may provide the answer soon.  

The ability of cats to survive as fully wild animals is the subject of
intense debate,  which filled much of four of our first ten issues.  Some obvi -
ously can,  at least for a time;  most can't.

All neuter/release programs that we're aware of require rabies vac -
cination as a precondition of release,  and for that matter,  all veterinarians
we're aware of give the vaccination at the time of neutering. 

While shelter receipts of dogs and cats are approximately equal,
the homeless cat population is estimated to exceed the homeless dog popula -
tion at any given time by anywhere from 26-to-1 to 35-to-1.

Dr. Larson's neutering project concentrates on cats because as our
profile of her explains,  that's what's acceptable to her fellow Vermont veteri -
narians,  and that's where the need is greatest.  She and her partner Dr.
Roger Prior also neuter all dogs adopted from the Burlington city animal
shelter.

We publish as many letters as we can,  but unfortunately space
doesn't permit publishing them all.  Our first priority goes to letters present -
ing new factual data or disputing facts already reported here.  The sooner a
letter of response to an article is received,  the more likely it is to appear.



This is an open letter to thank all of the groups
and individuals from all over the world who helped us in
our campaign to close down the diving mules act at
Atlantic City's Steel Pier:  among them,  the
International Society for Animal Rights, Friends of
Animals,  Humane Society of the U.S.,  People for the
Ethical Treatment of Animals,  ARK II,  the Atlantic
County SPCA,  the Humane Society of Atlantic County,
People Against Cruelty to Animals in New York state,
Louisiana Advocates for Animals,  and the Pet Finders
Animal Welfare Society in Oklahoma.

This campaign was a perfect example of how
national and grassroots groups can work together to
most successfully combat animal abuse.  The national
groups are the stars,  with money,  clout,  and name
recognition,  while the state and local organizations pro-
vide the foot soldiers.

It grieves us to bring to light the incident that
happened at the culmination of this campaign,  as in the
past we have never concerned ourselves with who got
the credit for a victory,  believing that the only thing that
mattered was the animals.  We still believe this,  but we
have realized that this incident,  and others like it,  hurt
the movement,  so we have decided to speak out in the
hopes that such tactics will be stopped in the future.

A news conference was held at which a well-
known representative of a national group stood shoul-
der-to-shoulder with Donald Trump (owner of the Steel
Pier),  calling Trump a "hero,"  while those who had
organized and executed the campaign stood on the side-

lines.  Although many groups had been involved,  this
representative mentioned none but his own.

How does this grandstanding hurt the move-
ment?  For one thing,  the recession has caused many
animal rights groups to close their doors,  unable to stay
afloat during these difficult financial times.  NJARA,
too,  is fighting for its very survival.  We don't have the
money for mass mailings or advertisements;  we can't
even afford to be listed in all of the state's telephone
directories. We have to rely on the media to get our
name out to the pool of potential volunteers who are out
there but have never heard of us.  Unfortunately,  when
we take on a campaign that the media is interested in,  a
national group steps in and steals the scene.

We are well aware that bashing other groups
is not the best use of our time,  and it has always been
our policy to refrain from doing so. We have worked
and will continue to work with national groups whenev-
er it is in the best interests of the animals.  However,  we
believe that it would be wrong not to point out the harm
done by groups that lose no opportunity to grab the spot-
light.  Sharing the credit would only make us all
stronger.

––Anne Crimaudo
New Jersey Animal Rights Alliance

Englishtown,  New Jersey

of board or log,  covered with bark or
carpeting.  Pet owners can also pur-
chase a pair of nail clippers to peri-
odically clip the ends of the claws.
Professional groomers also provide
this service.

Moreover,  there's a new
product called Soft Paws available
exclusively through SmartPractice, a
health care supply company located
in Phoenix,  Arizona,  which is
applied to a cat's newly trimmed
claws,  and is a safe and reversible
way to handle the cat's need to sharp-
en her claws and climb.

Toby Wexler,  DVM,  of
Lafayette,  Louisiana,  says he
invented Soft Paws because he was
bothered by the painful recovery cats
experience after being declawed.
(For details and ordering informa-
tion, call SmartPractice at 1-800-
522-0800.)

––Priscilla Feral,  President
Friends of Animals

Norwalk,  Connecticut

obtain pets sometimes just as easily
dispose of them.  Reasons for dis-
posing of pets include owner apathy
and irresponsibility,  lack of compat-
ibility,  changes in owners' econom-
ic or social situation,  changes in
owner residence,  and discovery of
health problems.

If you are telling me that
some cat owners would euthanize a
cat if the animal clawed furniture,  I
would agree with you.  People also
dump animals if they shed hair,  or
deposit hairballs on the sofa.  

Cats are beings in their
own right.  They're members of a
different species,  conscious,  sen-
tient,  aware animals who have their
own habits,  behaviors and personal-
ities.  If a human can't live with an
animal,  then that person should not
acquire one.

Over the last two decades,
we've interviewed veterinarians
about declawing and have repeated-
ly heard that a cat's natural instinct
to scratch serves physical and psy-
chological needs.  Scratching exer-
cises foot muscles and helps remove
the outer layer of nail that is routine-
ly shed.  The rythmic action also
provides physiological comfort and
the contraction of the nails reassures
the animal of self-defense.  A cat
needs its claws to establish footing
for walking,  running,  climbing,  or
stretching.

Surgical removal of a cat's
claws inflicts physical suffering on
the animal,  and the physiological
adjustment is also difficult.  Some
declawed cats become biters.  I can
attest to this,  as I adopted a
declawed cat whose previous owner
explained that the operation made
the cat neurotic and fearful.

You're assuming a tremen-
dous responsibility when you
deprive a cat of her defenses.  From
that moment on,  you are to blame
should she slip out an open door.
You are to blame should she be
attacked by dogs with no possible

We'll welcome additional
informed opinions,  both about
declawing and the efficacy and
humaneness of Soft Paws.  

Moore & Ahlers Publishing

Credit-stealing

In your September issue,  you state that
Friends of Animals was created from a break away from
the American SPCA and American Humane
Association.  In 1957,  when Alice Herrington organized
FoA,  it was a break away from the Gotham Cat Club in
New York City.  The Humane Committee of New
Jersey,  whose slogan was "ABC = Animal Birth
Control,"  and I suggested the format.  In 1957 Friends
of Animals was solely a neutering organization.

––Ruth V. Hogan
St. Petersburg,  Florida

Send ANIMAL PEOPLE to
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Inquire about our special 
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National Humane Education Society responds
ANIMAL P EOPLE,  October 1993 -  5

Your July/August article "Who's in Charge at the
National Humane Education Society?" presents me as a somewhat
befuddled old dote who has no idea of what is occurring in either
the financial or operational aspects of NHES.  Suffice it to say that
I am in charge at NHES,  and am incensed.  You have no knowl-
edge of the thinking of our board of directors,  and it is apparent
from your article that you have little understanding of the structure
and operation of NHES.   I am a person committed to this cause
and a volunteer.  My daughter Virginia Dungan and other members
of our board have grown up in a culture that puts humane work and
caring ahead of most personal matters.  We have in place a plan for
succession should I become incapacitated or die,  and our board
shares the beliefs,  aims,  and concerns of NHES.

On June 25 at 11:13 a.m.,  I received a letter by fax from
you.  This letter asked ten detailed questions about NHES,  our
fundraising and charitable activities, and asked for a written
response by July 30.  Apparently your trigger finger got itchy and
you simply could not wait for a response before your stipulated
deadline.  Instead you went forth with the article and we received a
copy here in the office July 12.  Coincidentally,  William Kropp,
our executive director,  had faxed a letter to you that very morning
indicating that we would like to know something about you and
your organization before addressing your request for information.

You are either misinformed or misrepresenting fact when
you state that one of your reporters was unsuccessful in repeated
attempts over a five-day period to contact me directly.  I received
no telephone calls,  no messages.  There was simply no repeated
effort to talk to me directly.

NHES registers with the proper agency in every state.  To
date we have had no difficulties from any of the states except for
providing clarifications or minor corrections from time to time.  In
the 1992 New York financial report you cite,  lines 7-10 clearly
show the amount of funds expended for programatic services.
Regarding the fees paid to Steve Cram and Associates of $512,909
in 1992,  your article correctly notes that some of these fees result-
ed from costs associated with direct mail paid to Cram who in turn
paid vendors.  All such payments are monitored and approved and I
am kept abreast of this process.

While you might choose to reallocate the $726,003
[spent in connection with fundraising mailings] from the program
services line of our financial report [to the line for public informa -
tion activities in connection with fundraising,  which was left
blank] that would simply be an activity to keep you occupied. IRS
and accounting standards allow for cost allocation in order to more
accurately and clearly reflect the sources and uses of funds gained
through multi-purpose mailings.  These allocations are developed
through our management system in conjunction with our accoun-

Purebreds vs. mutts
Margaret Anne Cleek's September guest

column "Don't call me a pimp" claims,  "Purebreds
give assurance of type and temperament....random-
bred dogs may have inherited a predisposition toward
dangerous or undesireable behavior."

According to HSUS News,  vol. 38,  #3,  "A
recently passed California law supported by the
American Kennel Club requires that breeders selling
dogs with registration papers post a sign that reads,
'Breed or pedigree registration does not assure a
healthy dog,  nor does it guarantee the quality of the
breeding conditions or the quality of the dog."
Clearly,  purchasing a purebred animal is no assurance
of the animal's appearance or disposition.

As an animal health technician,  it has been
my experience that it is the purebred who growls and
attempts to bite time and time again in the clinic set-
ting,  while the random-bred animals are consistently
friendly and warm.

No matter what excuse a person maintains
to breed,  the bottom line remains that it is simply
unethical to breed a cat or dog no matter how 'respon-
sible' you may be,  while millions of healthy,  wonder-
ful animals are destroyed for lack of a quality home.

––Susan Rattenbury
Phoenix,  Oregon

The overpopulation/killing crisis of cats and
dogs is complicated and many-faceted,  made even
more so by the amount of players and internal dis-
agreements.  But the bottom line is really very simple:
the devaluation of cats and dogs caused by too many
being born.  We will never come close to solving this
problem unless all participants accept responsibility
for their own actions in this tragedy.  And almost
everyone who has anything at all to do with compan-
ion animals must share in the responsibility to some
degree.  Pointing the finger at others while denying
any part in this problem,  as Margaret Anne Cleek
does in "Don't call me a pimp," is the typical argu-
ment for breeding and does nothing to provide sugges-
tions toward a solution. Even if a breeder produces
genetically sound animals with only one litter a year,
it is beside the point.  Breeders are obviously not
going to extol the virtues of non-purebreds when to do
so would undermine their position and livelihood,  but
their elitist put-down of mixed breeds ultimately
impacts on the devaluation of all animals.

tant and consultation with several different auditing firms.
NHES was audited by the IRS in 1992,  and aside from a

few technical revisions related to preparation of forms,  was found
in compliance and no citations or sanctions were levied.  That the
National Charities Information Bureau did not agree with the cost
allocations published by NHES does not make our efforts wrong,
misleading, or in dispute.  We will be most happy to discuss any
questions raised by any individual who has a legitimate need to
know and approaches us with reasonable attitude of inquiry.

Among your many misstatements of facts are those relat-
ed to salaries and the roles of staff.  For instance Mr. Kropp is our
fulltime executive director and regularly spends 40-60 hours a week
on NHES activity.  He receives a salary less than what he received
as a consultant in 1990. He is noted on tax forms as being available
"as needed,"  but this is for his position as a non-voting board mem-
ber,  holding the office of secretary.  While Mr. Kropp is able to
earn performance bonuses totaling less than 6% of his annual salary
[$70,077 in 1992], these are not automatic nor unreasonable.  He
receives no overtime and does not have health insurance,  retire-
ment,  nor an unlimited expense account.  He is allowed the use of
one of the NHES vehicles as necessary.

Of particular concern is the reference to my daughter
Virginia Dungan's and her husband Earl Dungan's salaries and their
benefits and pay increments.  They are above the U.S. median for
paid animal shelter managers. So what?  The use of NHES vehicles
is indeed provided to both Mr. and Mrs. Dungan as they could not
conduct NHES business without the autos.  It is not unusual for
these vehicles to amass 200,000 miles before they are replaced.  To
consider this a "significant fringe benefit" is ridiculous. You note
their compensation is within the normnal range for the type of work
they do and their tenure is long.  However,  you published grossly
inflated salary figures.  What you do not note in Mrs. Dungan's case
is that her tenure is almost lifelong and through many years of
essentially charitable service.  Mr. Dungan's compensation in no
way reflects the frequent 16-18 hours per day that he is involved in
NHES operations.

The cost of operating the Peace Plantation sanctuary in
Walton,  New York is most reasonable for the standard of care pro-
vided.  You wrongly cite the cost per day for each animal because
you discount the total operation of the NHES,  and you do so by
using some organization as a comparable program while their iden-
tity remains anonymous.

The fact that I loaned NHES some money is my choice
and my right and that it was to "make ends meet" is somewhat pre-
sumptive on your part.  It might just as well have been to allow us
to do some things that we could not have done otherwise.

The relationship between NHES and Steve Cram &



Sacrifice and unselfishness are the key
words here toward a solution––what is best for the
animals,  not whether a breeder's rights are being
encroached upon.  If breeders cared for all cats and
dogs,  as they claim,  they would either cut back or
stop breeding to create a market for the animals who
are being killed in shelters.  

Inextricably tied into this is that breeders
have done an excellent job at promoting their animals,
as have pet shops,  while shelters in general have done
a poor job and would do well to take marketing
lessons from those who have been successful.  And
yet,  when a local New York shelter did just that with
a promotion at Lord & Taylor showing shelter ani-
mals in their windows,  they drew a lot of criticism.

Shelters beg for breeder put-downs by con-
tinuing to refer to their animals as "unwanted."  And
as long as this continues,  it is no mystery why the
adoption rate remains low.  Why would anyone want
something that was unwanted?  The unspoken mes-
sage here is that shelter animals must have a problem,
otherwise why would they have been given up?

––Elizabeth Forel
New York,  New York

Island Industries

The Editor replies:
Briggs' letter was originally longer than the article it

answers.  In editing,  we've been careful to keep all the points of
factual debate.  All italics are ours,  inserted for clarification.  

As the article explained in detail,  it is difficult for the
donating public to have any knowledge of the structure and opera -
tion of NHES when the declarations of income and expenses issued
for public inspection leave key lines blank,  e.g. line 11 of the New
York report,  while declaring expenditures for fundraising that
come to just a fraction of the actual fundraising costs acknowl -
edged in the NHES tax returns and complete financial statements.

Our telephone bills verify that not one but two of us
attempted to contact Briggs for her comment many times during a
five-day period.  We did make a typographical error (twice) in
stating the deadline for her response to our fax,  which we only
discovered after Briggs wrote;  we expected her response by July
3,  not July 30,  two days before our press date.   Nonetheless,  we
didn't even receive the inquiry from her attorney,  William Kropp,
until early August;  Kropp's inquiry was sent via regular mail,  not
by fax;  and contrary to the assertion that ANIMAL PEOPLE
was unknown to NHES,  NHES has in fact had a paid subscription
since volume 1,  #1,  addressed to Kropp's office.

The salaries we quoted for the Dungans are those
declared on IRS Form 990 for tax year 1991,  and come to a com -
bined total of $83,000.  NHES vehicle expenses,  not itemized,
came to $15,000 in 1991,  but amounted to $99,000 in 1990.

NHES raised $2.3 million in 1991,  or $2,968 for each of
the 750 animals at its no-kill shelters,  which are virtually the only
part of NHES activity not directly tied to fundraising.  NHES actu -
ally spent $450 per animal on animal care.  At least 52% of total
NHES revenue was spent in connection with further fundraising.

Associates is a successful one,  developed through written legal
agreements with proper advice from counsel,  and I anticipate it will
continue.  Our fee structure with Steve Cram & Associates is pro-
prietary and confidential.  I will tell you that it is a fee for creative
and management services,  is reasonable,  has not changed since our
initial relationship in 1986,  and is not based in any way upon per-
centage of costs nor percentage of money raised.

Finally I note the matter spurring your inquiry and article
was an appeal citing the NHES annual fund drive in some particular
region.  While this might create confusion on the part of some
donors,  we have promptly responded to the few inquiries we have
had by indicating the number of members NHES acknowledges in
their particular area and clearly explain about our national structure.
We mailed some 700,000 such appeals and received fewer than 20
inquiries.  Obviously someone was concerned that NHES was tak-
ing away from their own charitable base.  I am sure we would all
agree that a certain amount of money is necessary to carry out any
efforts on behalf of the animals,  and that is all NHES seeks.

––Anna C. Briggs,  President,  
National Humane Education Society

Leesburg,  Virginia

Hunting in Ontario
In survey of 500,000 people done in 1986 by the

Federation of Ontario Naturalists,  99% voted to abolish hunting in
our provincial parks.  Today,  68 provincial parks permit hunting.
Yet you can pick up a brochure from the parks ministry and find
that the word "hunting" is not used.  Instead,  hunting is referred to
as "outdoor recreation" or "cultural heritage recreatio.,"  Hunting
areas in our parks are called "recreation utilization zones."   When
you visit the Ministry of Natural Resources Information Center at
Queens Park,  you will see no evidence that hunting even exists.
There are no signs saying that hunting licenses are sold there.  You
will have to overhear a hunter ask to buy a deer tag.

This is part of the MNR's hidden agenda––a public rela-
tions strategy to keep the facts about hunting hidden. This plan was
written in a paper in 1975 called Report of the Task Force on
Recreational Hunting. The purpose of the secrecy as stated in the
report is "to promote less criticism of recreational hunting."

The MNR probably employs more hunters than any other
organization in the province.  One would be hard pressed to find an
MNR warden or biologist who is not a hunter.  An estimated 50%
of the Ontario Provincial Police hunt,  and an estimated 40% of the
RCMP,  contrasted with just 6% of the general population.

According to the MNR annual report for 1990-1991,  it
made $11 million selling licenses to hunt defenseless animals, but
spent close to $200 million on activities that promote hunting.

––Janice Wilson
Citizens Against Hunting

Hamilton,  Ontario

AVMA answers to vets,  not lobbying
I have a correction to note re your news item on the

American Veterinary Medical Association's new position statement
on the steel-jaw leghold trap (9/93, page 15).  The position state-
ment is accurately cited.  However,  I question the statement that
our new position has resulted from "years of lobbying by George
Clements of the Association for the Protection of Fur Bearing
Animals."  To my knowledge,  we received no communication
from Mr. Clements prior to the adoption of the position statement.
Further,  the news item states that "the words 'steel-jaw' were
reportedly added under pressure from the National Trappers
Association."  Again,  this is, to my knowledge,  untrue.  The NTA
offered no input on the position statement.

While supporters and opponents of trapping outside the
veterinary profession are certainly interested in the AVMA's posi-
tion on this issue,  our position statements on this and other issues
are formulated to best represent the views of the majority of our
54,000 member veterinarians,  not necessarily those of outside
organizations.

––John R. Boyce,  DVM,  PhD.
Assistant Director,  Division of Scientific Activities

American Veterinary Medical Association
Schaumburg,  Illinois
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Animal and habitat protection groups split
on North American Free Trade Agreement

Despite the exemption for CITES,  NAFTA is
widely seen as a preliminary to an anticipated push by vari-
ous nations including the U.S.,  Japan,  and Norway to erase
much of the substance of both CITES and the International
Whaling Treaty under the General Agreement on Trade and
Tariffs.  Negotiated under the auspices of the United
Nations,  GATT is intended to accomplish throughout the
world what NAFTA is doing in the U.S.,  Canada,  and
Mexico:  creating an international common market,  con-
ducive to the free exchange of goods and thereby encourag-
ing economic development.

Both NAFTA and GATT prevent participating
nations from imposing more stringent rules on trading part-
ners than on themselves,  and/or attempting to regulate mat-
ters that are traditionally under other nations' sovereignity.  

"Although U.S. domestic law may prevent an
agency of the U.S. from acting upon a decision by a
NAFTA tribunal,"  the AHA paper adds,  "under NAFTA
rules the U.S. cannot prohibit our trading partners from
bringing a claim against one of our laws,  nor can the U.S.
prevent a NAFTA tribunal from determining that the con-
tested law is a violation of NAFTA... Once such a determi-
nation is made,  the U.S. will be required to either eliminate
the offending law or be subject to trade penalties so long as
the regulation is enforced...Of primary concern to AHA is
that the [NAFTA review] Commission may only review the
nonenforcement of existing environmental laws.  Thus the
Commission could not resolve major environmental prob-
lems caused by the lack of environmental laws in NAFTA
countries.  In addition,  the North American Agreement on
Environmental Cooperation explicitly provides that the
Commission may not review or resolve disputes which arise
as a result of  nonenforcement of resource management
laws...Thus today's most controversial issues concerning
trade and the environment are left to be resolved through the
NAFTA or GATT dispute resolution procedures."

The leading precedent for the negative view of
GATT and NAFTA is that in October 1991 a GATT review
panel ruled that the U.S. ban on the import of tuna caught
by netting "on dolphin" illegally regulates conduct in inter-

The New York Times,  citing this as evidence that NAFTA
could roll back environmental enforcement.  The Earth
Island ad also pointed out that Mexican authorities have yet
to charge anyone in connection with the alleged kidnapping,
rape,  and torture of two female biologists last February,
who were attacked by turtle egg poachers after the biologists
confiscated some of the eggs.  

NAFTA supporters respond,  however,  that pover-
ty obliges many Mexicans to make a living any way they
can,  encourages poorly paid Mexican authorities to take
bribes,  and thereby makes demands for compliance with
endangered species protection unrealistic.  While develop-
ment will bring its own toll on species and habitat,  recent
major studies of progress in environmental protection by
economists Jagdish Bhagwati of Columbia University and
Gene Grossman and Alan Kreuger of Princeton show that a
rise in a nation's standard of living is the most certain predic-
tor of a decrease in pollution.  Such progress is achieved less
by fiat than by the combination of more efficient technolo-
gy,  better education,  and the sociopolitical empowerment
of a middle class.

WHAT NAFTA ACTUALLY SAYS
The NAFTA Supplemental Agreement on

NO IMPACT STATEMENT REQUIRED

WASHINGTON D.C.––The U.S. Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia ruled September 24
that the Clinton administration doesn't have to produce an
environmental impact statement on the North American
Free Trade Agreement before it takes effect.  The ruling
reversed a lower court ruling that would have required sev-
eral years of study before the pact could be submitted to
Congress for ratification.

Public Citizen,  one of three plaintiffs in the bid to
delay or stop NAFTA,  pledged to appeal to the Supreme
Court within a matter of weeks.

"This decision has cheated the American public
out of the right to know,"  said Friends of the Earth director
Jane Perkins.  

A detailed environmental impact statement could
have either averted or at least better informed a head-on col-
lision among major animal and habitat protection groups.
The chief executives of six of the biggest and most conserv-
ative groups appeared with vice president Al Gore on
September 15 to endorse the supplemental agreement on
environmental protection appended to NAFTA on August
12.  During the next week,  NAFTA and the supplemental
agreement came under heavy fire in full-page newspaper
advertisements and a blizzard of press releases produced by
other animal and habitat protection groups.  

Supporting NAFTA are the World Wildlife Fund/
Conservation International,  the National Audubon Society,
the National Wildlife Federation,  the National Resources
Defense Council,  and the Environmental Defense Fund.
Four of the six actively endorse hunting,  and oppose the
global ban on ivory trading.  They  argue that regulated tro-
phy hunting and ivory sales can be used to finance habitat
protection in Africa.  Former staff from many of them  now
hold Clinton administration appointments.  But two other
environmental heavy hitters with White House connections
were conspicuously missing from the podium,  though not
aligned in opposition, either:  the League of Conservation
Voters,  once led by Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt,  and



the Wilderness Society,  whose former president George
Frampton is now Assistant Secretary for National Parks and
Wildlife,  while former board member Jim Baca now heads
the Bureau of Land Management.

The absences suggested uneasiness about NAFTA
in the branches of government most involved with enforcing
the Endangered Species Act.   Currently up for renewal,  the
ESA and the Marine Mammal Protection Act are enforced
in part by trade sanctions,  which prohibit the import of
goods from nations whose practices harm endangered ani-
mals. Regulations imposed by their global counterpart,  the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species,
are exempted from NAFTA review,  but ESA and Marine
Mammal Protection Act enforcement are not.

A leading concern of NAFTA opponents is that
provisions intended to bar the use of artificially constructed
"environmental" regulations to protect domestic industries
could instead be used to undermine not only the ESA and
Marine Mammal Protection Act, but also their primary
enforcement mechanisms, including the Lacey Act,  Driftnet
Fishery Conservation Act,  International Dolphin
Conservation Act,  and the Pelly Amendment,  as well as the
Animal Welfare Act, the Humane Slaughter Act,  and the
Wild Bird Conservation Act as they apply to the import of
animals and animal products. 

"Wildlife and natural resources are considered
goods under the agreement,"  explains the American
Humane Association position paper on NAFTA.  NAFTA's
technical legal rules prohibit a country from restricting the
import or export of wildlife,  natural resources,  and other
products on the basis that they are produced in a way which
harms wildlife,  natural resources,  or the environment."
Such restrictions are called "process standards."  

national waters.  The GATT ruling did not lift the ban,
however,  as lower courts and the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals agreed that the tuna embargo still had to be
enforced as mandated by Congress,  since U.S. law does not
permit any veto by outside authority.  Mexico agreed to
withhold sanctions against U.S. imports pending negotiation
of a settlement.  By June 15,  1992,  the U.S.,  Mexico,
Venezuela,  and Vanuatu had agreed by treaty to end netting
tuna "on dolphin."  

OPPOSITION

Opposing NAFTA (and in most cases GATT),  in
addition to Public Citizen,  Friends of the Earth,  and AHA,
are the Sierra Club,   Friends of Animals,  the Humane
Society of the U.S.,  the American SPCA,  Greenpeace,  the
Public Interest Research Group,  Earth Island Institute,  the
Animal Welfare Institute,  the Farm Animal Reform
Movement,  the Fund for Animals,  and about 300 grass-
roots groups.  Also in opposition is Defenders of Wildlife,
which joined the six groups supporting NAFTA in a May
pledge to endorse the agreement if sufficient environmental
protections were added to it.  The supplementary agreement
reached in August did not satisfy Defenders to the extent
that it satisfied the others. 

Observed Keith Schneider of The New York Times,
"The feud generally pits big national environmental groups
based in New York and Washington––which have shown a
willingness to compromise to increase their influence at the
highest levels of the government––against other organiza-
tions,  some of which are just as large,  that are focused on
grassroots efforts."

But the division over NAFTA could as easily be
characterized as a plain old-fashioned difference between
economic philosophies.  Favoring NAFTA are groups gen-
erally inclined to seek free-market solutions to environmen-
tal problems.  The opponents,  partly because they tend to
have much less economic clout,  tend to favor governmental
solutions.  And many have formed alliances over the years
with organized labor,  which opposes NAFTA (and GATT)
as a threat to union jobs via foreign competition.  

The leading animal protection argument for
NAFTA,  World Wildlife Fund president Kathryn Fuller
told the press September 15,  is that economic growth pro-
vides the wherewithal for nations to protect nature.  Mexico,
for instance,  has more biodiversity than almost any other
nation,  but little money to spend on conservation.  

Earth Island Institute accused Mexico of deliberate
noncompliance with agreements to protect endangered
Kemp's ridley sea turtles in a September 25 full-page ad in

Environmental Cooperation reached in August is a general
outline.  It commits the U.S.,  Canada,  and Mexico to "con-
tinue to provide high levels of environmental protection,"  to
"effectively enforce" environmental laws,  to guarantee that
citizens have "access to national courts to petition govern-
ments to undertake enforcement actions and to seek redress
of harm,"  and sets up an advisory commission on environ-
mental matters whose U.S. representative will be the head of
the Environmental Protection Agency.

Neither NAFTA itself nor the supplementary
agreement specifically mentions protecting animals from
cruelty,  nor do they mention endangered species––or other
environmental issues,  with the exception of pesticide conta-
mination of produce.  However,  according to the official
USDA summary, the section on "Sanitary and Phytosanitary
Measures" that imposes "disciplines on the development,
adoption and enforcement" of measures taken "for the pro-
tection of human,  animal or plant life or health from risks
arising from animal or plant pests or diseases,  food addi-
tives or contaminants,"  also guarantees each country's right
to take such measures.  

The USDA is the enforcing body for the Animal
Welfare Act and Humane Slaughter Act.  The official
USDA view of NAFTA is that, "The U.S. will maintain its
stringent standards regarding health,  safety,  and the envi-
ronment.  We maintain the right to prohibit imports that do
not meet U.S. standards.  NAFTA also allows states and
local governments to enact tough standards without restric-
tion,  so long as these standards are scientifically defensi-
ble."

The U.S. and Canada adopted a forerunner to
NAFTA in 1988.  It has not overturned any environmental
or animal protection legislation.  In December 1992,
Canada successfully introduced mandatory veterinary
inspections to curb the import of sickly puppies from U.S.
puppy mills,  despite protest from the pet industry that this
violated the free trade agreement.  Even stronger restrictions
on puppy mill imports are now being drafted.  In February
1993,  the USDA used information gathered over the pre-
ceding 13 years by ANIMAL PEOPLE editor Merritt
Clifton on pet theft and animal dealing in Quebec to "retali-
ate" by barring sales of Canadian dogs and cats to U.S. labo-
ratories,  on grounds the origin of the animals cannot be cer-
tified in compliance with anti-pet theft amendments to the
Animal Welfare Act.  Both the Canadian and USDA actions
realized longstanding ambitions of humane groups,  and
according to USDA enforcement staff,  neither action will
be undone in the name of trade.

––Merritt Clifton
Photos by Merritt Clifton and Kim Bartlett
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ANIMAL PEOPLE Roadkill Census 
Please return survey form to:  P.O. Box 205,  Shushan,  NY  12873

Please use separate copies of this form to report data gathered on separate dates.
To insure the thoroughness of the data,  please count only roadkills seen while traveling on foot.

Please do not walk where walking is forbidden or dangerous––we don't want you to become a roadkill too!
Road & habitat type      Lighted?       Miles               Mammals  Birds                  Reptiles Amphibians

yes/no          walked:           by species: by species:         by species:          by species:
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Paved 2-lane Y  N
residential urban
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Paved 2-lane Y  N
residential suburban
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Dirt Y  N
residential suburban
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Paved 2-lane Y  N
urban traffic artery
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Paved 2-lane Y  N
suburban traffic artery
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Paved 2-lane downtown    Y  N

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Paved 4-lane Y  N
residential suburban
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Paved 4-lane downtown    Y  N

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Paved 2-lane rural Y  N

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Dirt rural Y  N

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Other (describe) Y  N

Date of survey:  _________________________

Name:  ________________________________

Please describe special characteristics of any sites of multiple road-
kills (e.g., woods,  field crops,  fruit or nut trees,  stone walls,  blind
curves, intersections,  any other possible contributing causes):

Squirrels, cats top count to date

Student roadkill
census heads

into second year
DERRY,  New Hampshire––Roadkill Monitoring

Project coordinator Brewster Bartlett,  a.k.a. Dr. Splatt,  has
announced that March 14 through May 15 will be the 1994
roadkill survey period for school groups.  

Last year students at 31 schools participated,  all of
them in New England.  This year,  Bartlett hopes to recruit
several hundred, from all parts of the U.S. and  Canada.

“Each student is assigned a road that is frequently
traveled going to and from school,”  Bartlett explains.  “This
road is to be monitored at least twice a day for at least eight
out of the nine weeks.”  Each Monday,  student roadkill
counts from the preceding week will be tabulated and
relayed by computer modem to a Roadkill Bulletin Board
maintained by Simmons College,  in Massachusetts.

“The purpose of the Roadkill Monitoring project is
twofold,”  according to Bartlett.  “We involve students and
teachers in scientific monitoring and telecommunications,
and we increase participant awareness of motor vehicle haz-
ards to wildlife.”  The project incorporates lessons in natural
history,  biology,  driver education,  English,  math,  and
computer studies.  Teachers discovered last year that it
proved particularly effective in involving otherwise unmoti-
vated students.

Results used in prevention

When complete,  the Roadkill Monitoring Project
data will be integrated with the data currently being gath-
ered by ANIMAL PEOPLE readers,  in an effort to pro-
duce accurate estimates of the impact of roadkills on
wildlife populations and to identify means of reducing the
toll.  Last year’s Roadkill Monitoring Project found that
many species,  including squirrels,  raccoons,  rats,  and
beavers,  are killed in greatest numbers during relatively
brief peak periods of vulnerability,  which may coincide
with feeding and migration patterns,  and perhaps with
moon phases.  If these peak periods prove predictable,



Address:  ______________________________

City: _______________ State:  ___________

Zip Code: ______________

last November.

Preliminary findings

Proportionally weighted to reflect the New
England urban/rural population balance,  the 1993 Roadkill
Monitoring Project data suggests that there are an average of
.93 roadkills per mile per week,  regardless of habitat.
Apparently the greater volume of traffic in urban areas com-
pensates for the smaller number of animals.  The propor-
tionally weighted species count suggested that of the annual
toll,  squirrels account for 22%;  cats 14%;  rats 12%;  opos-
sums 10%;  raccoons 8%;  and dogs 2%.  Raccoons may be
underreported because the recent spread of raccoon rabies
into New England has encouraged municipal authorities to
promptly remove raccoon carcasses.  Overall,  mammals
would make up 82%of counted roadkills;  15% would be
birds;  and 3% would be reptiles and amphibians.  Many
smaller amphibians may have escaped the notice of the
counters.

Because last year’s roadkill monitoring project
covered only New England,  and only during two months of
the spring,  the information is subject to considerable distor-
tion when used as a basis for estimating the number of road-
kills nationally.  At the same time,  it is nonetheless the
most thorough collection of roadkill data to date;  previous
national estimates of the roadkill toll at "a million a day" are
largely based on a count taken in suburbs of Washington
D.C. by volunteers with the Humane Society of the U.S.,  on
a single day in 1957,  and are therefore even more distorted.

If the New England data is confirmed by findings
from elsewhere around the country at other times of year,

roadkills claim 514,000 animal lives daily,  or half the
HSUS projection,  coming to 3.6 million animals per week
and 187 million per year.  This would include annual tolls of
41 million squirrels,  26 million cats,  22 million rats,  19
million opossums,  15 million raccoons,  and five million
dogs,  as well as 350,000 deer and 130 human beings who
die in animal/car collisions.

Homeless cats
The projected number of cats killed by cars is

identical,  by coincidence,  to the number of homeless cats
estimated to live in the U.S. by Animal Cat Allies cofounder
Louise Holton.  Holton derived her feral cat population esti-
mate by assuming the same ratio exists between owned and
homeless cats in the U.S. as in South Africa,  where feral
cats have come under close study for longer.  A N I M A L
PEOPLE puts the number of feral cats higher,  at 35 mil-
lion,  by projecting cats-per-square-mile data developed for
specific population densities during several cat rescue pro-
jects,  which like the first year of the Roadkill Monitoring
Project were undertaken exclusively in New England.  Both
methods of estimating have glaring flaws.  The Roadkill
Monitoring Project may provide a third method of estimat-
ing the homeless cat population,  perhaps no more accurate
by itself but useful in either confirming or refuting the oth-
ers.

Data gathered by ANIMAL PEOPLE during a
1992 national survey of cat rescuers found that roadkills
accounted for 10% of the mortality among homeless cats
whose cause of death was known to the rescuers,  and 20%
of the mortality among homeless cats who were not eutha-
nized either by rescuers or animal control departments.  The
number of homeless cats euthanized in shelters last year
came to approximately 3.5 million,  according to the most
accurate available estimate (see story beginning on page
one).  This would indicate that shelters handle from 10% to
14% of the homeless cat population. 

If most of the cats killed by cars each year are
homeless,  as a 1990 study done in Baltimore indicated,  if
the 26 million figure is accurate,  and if 26 million is only
20% of the mortality among the homeless cats who are not
euthanized,  the total number of homeless cats could come
to 132 million––or  more than two for every pet cat.  But the

26 million figure may be too high by an astronomical mar-
gin;  the Roadkill Monitoring Project counting period coin-
cides with what shelter personnel call “kitten season,”  when
the most litters are born,  and consequently,  the most kittens
are exposed to traffic.  If the Baltimore findings are project-
ed across the U.S.,  only 1.5 million cats per year are killed
by cars.  Averaging the two estimates of feline roadkill mor-
tality would produce a more plausible projection of 13.75
million per year,  from a homeless cat population of about
68 million––just slightly more than the estimated 61 million
cats who have homes.

Such issues can only be resolved by gathering
more data.  Teachers who wish to have their classes join the
1994 Roadkill Monitoring Project may contact Bartlett at
Pinkerton Academy,  19 North Main Street,  Derry,  NH
03038;  603-432-2588; or by modem at BBartlett@vmsvax-

many roadkills might be prevented by simply adding animal
alerts to radio traffic reports.

Already Metro Traffic Report,  of Los Angeles,
and Holland Van Dieren of the Ark Trust are collaborating
to develop animal alerts based on the Roadkill Monitoring
Project preliminary findings and the ANIMAL PEOPLE
guide to how various species behave around cars,  published

Publications for young people
The Humane Society of the U.S. has just pub-

lished a pamphlet entitled To Harm or Not to Harm:
Animals and Your College Education,  available on
request from 2100 L Street NW,  Washington,  DC
20037.  Inquire about bulk order pricing.

Inherit The Earth offers a "Kind Kids Coloring
Folder,"  designed for easy photocopying and multiple
use.  Send a 6x9" stamped self-addressed envelope to
POB 814,  Crawfordsville,  IN  47933.

Squirrels' quick changes of direction,  intended to elude
predators,  make them the species most often hit by cars. 

(Photo by Robert Harrison.)
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million a year.  With New York included,
the projection drops to almost exactly five
million a year––4.97 million,  including 3.5
million cats and 1.5 million dogs.

The remainder of the U.S. would
have to euthanize animals at more than three
times the known rate of the 10 states count-
ed for the national total to begin to approach
the AHA figure.  Further,  the 140% known
margin of error in the AHA estimate over-
whelms the 11% increase in euthanasias that

dom accumulations of invalid data,  and if
there is a consistent distortion factor, which
in this case there is,"  Rowan told ANIMAL
P E O P L E,  "you are merely compounding
the distortion,  because the margin of error
is greater than the rates of difference you
are finding from year to year in the figures."

The bottom line,  said Moulton,  is
that,  "There are those in the breeding and
pet industry who are using AHA's 1985-
1990 statistics to make the point that

AHA inflates euthanasia toll,  continued from page one
The AHA claimed such recalcula-

tions could not be done because,  "The data
from these studies may no longer exist on
computer tape,"  and even if the tapes still
exist,  they are not at the AHA head office.
But computer tapes would not have been
needed––just photocopies of the question-
aires returned by shelters in the ten states for
which exact intake and euthanasia informa-
tion is now available.

According to AHA Animal

Where the figure of five million animals euthanized comes from
Actual state-by-state,  shelter-by-shelter intake and euthanasia statistics have been compiled over the past two years by a variety

of different groups and individuals,  using similar methods:  usually a questionaire sent to every shelter in a given state,  followed up
with a telephone call to nonrespondents.  Because not all the surveyors asked the same questions,  figures are missing from some of the
columns.  Percentages of U.S. population were taken to the second decimal in projecting the national totals,  but are rounded off for sim-
plicity's sake in presenting this table.  Dog and cat intake add up to a slightly different figure than total intake in some cases because
some shelters report rounded numbers for some categories rather than exact figures,  producing a minor cumulative distortion.

 State  %/U.S. Dog intake  Cat intake  Total  %/pe ts  Dogs euth.  Cats euth.  Total euth. % pets

CA     12%    533, 000    504,000  1, 037,000   8.0%   306, 000     411,000    717 ,000     5 .5%
CO      1%     84.365     58,867    143,232   8.1%    31, 666      38,100     69,766     4.0%
IA      1%     43, 573     32,237     77,810   6.5%    23,094      24,700     48,653     4.0%
MA      2%                          150,000   3.3%                           79,500     3.3%
MD      2%                                                                   90,000     4.9%
NJ      3%                          145,711   5.6%                           75,263 2.9%
NY      7%    108,8 21    107,582    217,590   4.2%    38,492      59,735     98,714     1.9%      
OR      1%                          116,490   6.7%                           79,713     4.6%
TX      7%                          759,340   8.9%                          597,591     7.0%
WA      2%     90,0 00     90,000    179,883   6.5%    48,086      66,404    114,490     3.9%

Percentages of the national pet population are taken from The Veterinary Service Market for Companion Animals 1991,  published by
the American Veterinary Medical Association.  California statistics were gathered in 1991 by the California Veterinary Public Health Unit.
Colorado statistics were collected through a 1992 survey coordinated by the Humane Society of the Pike's Peak Region.  Iowa statistics were
compiled in 1991 by the Iowa Federation of Humane Societies.  Maryland statistics come from 1990 and 1991 surveys by animal shelter offi-
cials.  Massachusetts statistics come from 1990 and 1991 surveys coordinated by the Massachusetts SPCA. New Jersey statistics come from
the New Jersey Department of Public Health. New York statistics come from Elizabeth Forel,  a volunteer whose expenses were partially cov-
ered by Spay USA.  Actual data was obtained from shelters serving 87% of the New York human population,  both urban and rural,  and project-
ed over the rest of the state.  Oregon statistics come from a 1991 survey by the Oregon Animal Welfare Alliance. Texas statistics come from
1990 and 1991 surveys by the Texas Humane Information Network.  Washington statistics come from a 1991 survey by the Progressive Animal
Welfare Society.

––Phil Arkow & Merritt Clifton

MEMO FROM
ANDREW ROWAN

I have questioned the validity of
the national shelter statistics for more than
10 years.  After discussing the issue with
the late Phyllis Wright in the early 1980s,
and with her support,  we organized a work-
shop on the question at the Tufts Center for
Animals and Public Policy in 1984.  The
workshop included the AHA,  MSPCA,
HSUS,  and ASPCA,  plus a number of
local shelters known to have good statistics
and quality programs.  As a result of the
workshop,  I concluded that the animal
overpopulation problem had been dramati-
cally reduced,  from shelters killing 20% of
the national owned dog and cat population
in 1973 to only 10% in 1982.  As far as I
can tell,  my claim for this progress has
been virtually ignored by nearly everyone
in the business,  Phil Arkow being a notable
exception.  Certainly no one has ever tried
to challenge it.

The workshop also found that no
one had any data that could convincingly
demonstrate what actions had led to the
decline.  The tragedy is that almost 10 years
later,  we have increasingly convincing evi-
dence that the situation has improved even
further,  to 5% of the national owned dog
and cat population being killed in shelters,
and we still have no data to indicate what is
happening.

I appeal to all shelter operators
and to the national groups to recognize the
importance of collecting relevant data and
to support such activities with real people
hours and funding.  We need to collect data
on such factors as trends in the sterilization
rates of cats and dogs,  the sources of
owned cats and dogs,  what subsets of the
human population record high turnover
rates,  what proportion of dogs and cats in
shelters are unadoptable and what criteria
are used to decide that,  and so on.



the AHA alleges.  The euthanasia toll could
as easily have continued declining,  as indi-
cated by the figures from all of the states
where exact euthanasia counts from multiple
years are available.

The AHA figures were projected
from responses to an annual questionaire
mailed to about 3,500 shelters every year
since 1985.  In 1992,  126 shelters respond-
ed,  37 of them also included in the state-by-
state count.  The AHA questionaire data has
never been proportionately weighted to
accurately reflect demographic factors.

Advised of the discrepancies
between its projections and actual statistics
late in the day September 7,  the AHA wait-
ed a week and then refused A N I M A L
P E O P L E 's offer to compute,  free of
charge,  the margin of error between the sur-
vey returns and actual state counts,  and then
recalculate the national statistics going back
to 1985 using the correction factor thus
obtained.  This would have permitted accu-
rate assessment of the direction of euthana-
sia rates.  

Protection Division Associate Director Carol
Moulton,  "We did not release our statistics
because of what they say about the gross
numbers of animals entering and exiting
shelters,  but because of what they show
about trends over time.  Whatever the flaws
of the study,  its data has been gathered in a
consistent manner since 1985.  To introduce
other factors at this point,  such as data gath-
ered by Phil Arkow,  would make it impos-
sible to compare apples to apples when
looking at the changes in rates between 1985
and 1992."

However,  as Center for Animals
and Public Policy director Andrew Rowan
pointed out as far back as 1986,  the AHA
surveys have never gathered statistically
valid data because the returns have always
come disproportionately from the largest
and most active shelters,  and have never
been proportionately weighted.  "If you have
random accumulations of invalid data for
every year since 1985,  you aren't comparing
apples to apples;   you're comparing random
accumulations of invalid data to more ran-

euthanasia rates are declining on their own,
and that more aggressive activity to end pet
overpopulation is therefore not called for.
Since our 1991-1992 statistics prove that
their statement is no longer true,  we
thought it would help the animals to publish
our data and take the wind out of the sails of
those who would use our statistics to fight
breeding control legislation.  We feel they
cannot validate their point of view with our
statistics through 1990,  and then claim that
statistics gathered in the exact same way in
1991 and 1992,  which disprove their case,
are too flawed to rely on."

However, a steep decline in ani-
mal shelter intakes and euthanasias over the
past decade is confirmed by many other
compilations of data, including the shelter-
by-shelter,  state-by-state statistics that are
available for multiple years.  No other
research suggests the recent rise in
euthanasias that the AHA claims to have
discovered.  Where total intakes and
euthanasias are up,  the usual reason is not
an apparent increase in pet overpopulation,
but rather that some animal control agencies
which formerly handled only dogs are now
handling cats as well.

Said Margaret Anne Cleek of the
Alaskan Malamute Club of America,  "By
publishing euthanasia statistics far in excess
of numbers reported by competent
researchers using appropriate stratified sam-
pling techniques,  American Humane will
once again polarize the dog and cat fancy
against the humane community.  This is
unfortunate,  as I was beginning to see evi-
dence of a collaborative strategy to address
unwanted pets.  Many fanciers who were
beginning to believe our common interest in
animal welfare would allow us to work
together will see this retreat to hyperbole as
evidence that the agenda of the humane
community is indeed to initiate breeding
bans to annihilate our purebreds.  When will
they get the picture?  You don't need to
jerry-rig the data and get fantastic numbers.
Attack the true sources of unwanted pets
and the fancier/breeders will be with you all
the way."

National Council on Pet Population Study and Policy
The newly formed National Council on Pet Population Study and Policy held its

first working meeting September 18 at the American Humane Association headquarters in
Englewood,  Colorado.  The discrepancy between the AHA projections and the shelter-by-
shelter,  state-by-state statistics was briefly raised,  but not discussed in detail.

Formed last July 17 at the 1993 annual convention of the American Veterinary
Medical Association,  the NCPPSP plans to conduct an epidemiological study of pet over-
population,  using yet-to-be-established regional data collection centers.

According to veterinary epidemiologist Dr. Philip Kass of the school of veteri-
nary medicine at the University of California at Davis,  an epidemiological study is not so
much concerned with generalizing or extrapolating data,  as with identifying the nature and
development of a particular problem.  The theory behind the NCPPSP is that just as the eti-
ology of disease differs from one subpopulation to another,  e.g. AIDS spreading at differ-
ent rates among homosexuals,  hemophiliacs,  and intravenous drug users,  so too the etiol-
ogy of unwanted or surplus pets may differ from comunity to community,  and also differ
for dogs and cats.  Just as different types of fire require different firefighting technology,
different sources of pet overpopulation require different solutions.

Members of the NCPPSP besides AHA and the AVMA include the American
Animal Hospital Association,  the American Kennel Club,  the American SPCA,  the
Association of Teachers of Veterinary Public Health,  the Cat Fanciers Association,  the
Humane Society of the U.S.,  the Massachusetts SPCA,  and the National Animal Control
Association.

––Margaret Anne Cleek and ANIMAL PEOPLE staff

Concluded Cleek,  who has been
trying to open a problem-solving dialog
between fancier/breeders and humane
activists,  "The AHA's lament that 'the dog
ate our base rate data' is pretty lame.
Apparently,  AHA has learned the propagan-
dist's strategy well.  It doesn't matter if your
data is correct;  it only matters if it is fantas-
tic enough for the media to report.  By the
time their faulty data is exposed,  it will be
old news and not worth printing.  This is
either ignorant or dishonest."

––Merritt Clifton

The amount of unexamined
dogma in the field of shelter numbers and
national companion animal demographics is
horrifying.  Many people still wrongly
believe that dog ownership is relatively sta-
ble and cat ownership is going up.  In fact,
using AVMA surveys,  one can show that
over the last 10 years household dog owner-
ship rates have declined by 15% and cat
ownership rates by 3.5%.  The total number
of dogs has remained more or less stable
and cats have increased only because the
total number of households in America has
increased over the same period.

We cannot plan for the future
without much more sophisticated data gath-
ering and analysis to identify which initia-
tives have an impact and which do not.
Every shelter that aspires to be professional
and well-managed needs to start surveying
the market for its services and understand-
ing what the trends are,  so that it can antici-
pate and prevent unwanted developments
and promote the desired outcome:  no
euthanasia of healthy animals.  We are clos-
er to that goal than ever before,  and I per-
sonally believe it is not productive to pre-
tend that we are back in the early 1970s.

As a donor,  I like to think my
donations are leading to improvements,
rather than simply maintaining the same old
crisis situation.

[Rowan is director of the Center
for Animals and Public Policy at the Tufts
University School of Veterinary Medicine in
Westboro,  Massachusetts.]
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ANIMAL HEALTH
IN THE VETERINARY CLINIC

Despite concerns about bites and animal-transmitted
disease, veterinary staff are as often hurt on the job by ordi-
nary slips,  trips,  falls,  and lifting injuries, according to sta-
tistics supplied to ANIMAL PEOPLE by the American
Veterinary Medical Association Professional Liability Insurance
Trust.  From 1988 through 1992,  dog bites accounted for 16.3%
of claims,  cat bites for 13.8%,  kicks by horses and cattle for
5.2%,  and all other injuries done by animals combined amounted
to just 4.1%––but slips,  trips,  and falls came to 17.2%,  while
lifting totaled 16.2%.  Three-fourths of the lifting injuries
involved lifting "small" animals,  whose weight and ability to
struggle were probably underestimated by the injured.  Average
costs per claim were $2,808 for animal-related lifting injuries;
$6,253 for other lifting injuries;  $6,212 for slips, trips,  and falls;
$4,174 for horse and cow-kicks;  $1,527 for dog bites;  and $678
for cat bites.  Job safety statistics have apparently never been
compiled for animal control officers and shelter workers,  but
similar ratios may apply.  

The AVMA House of Delegates has resolved that it,
"supports the concept of early (8-16 weeks of age) ovariohys-
terectomies/gonadectomies in dogs and cats,  in an effort to stem
the overpopulation problem in these species."  The American
Kennel Club in a similar but more extensive statement has added
endorsement of early spaying and neutering to an early policy
recommending the operations in general and affirming that,
"Spaying and neutering are simple,  safe surgical techniques that
have no adverse effect on the health and temperament of the
dog."

The International Veterinarian Acupuncture
S o c i e t y , founded in 1973 with just six members,  now claims
500 members and is training an additional 100 veterinarians at
annual training seminars.  Approximately half of all veterinary
acupuncture procedures are performed on horses.  

Hemopet, a canine blood bank with facilities in Irvine
and Garden Grove,  California, supplies blood products to about
300 veterinarians around the U.S.,  produced by a closed colony
of 50 retired racing greyhounds with the "universal donor" blood
type (DEA-4).  For details,  contact W. Jean Dodds,  DVM,
17672 Cowan Ave.,  Suite 300,  Irvine,  CA  92714. 

Medtronic Inc. donates obsolete pacemakers m a d e
for use in humans to be used instead in large dogs.  Get details
from 4633 E. LaPalma Ave.,  Anaheim,  CA  92718-1909.

she might have picked up and ingested froth from a rabid
animal while petting a cat or dog.

Silverhaired bats,  however,  leave bite marks
that are almost indistinguishable from ordinary bug
bites––and the bite probably came weeks before Aherndt
began complaining of arm pain on July 5.  By that time,
the rabies was already so far advanced that even an
immediate course of post-exposure vaccinations could
not have saved her.  Rabies is virtually 100% fatal after
symptoms appear;  the handful of survivors have
remained semi-comatose,  with severe brain injury.

Bat rabies is rarely discussed with the urgent
anxiety accompanying the spread of raccoon rabies,  in
particular,  but Aherndt's death was not a fluke.  Of the
20 most recent human deaths due to rabies,  10 cases
were contracted abroad;  eight cases came from bat bites,
including three children who were bitten near the
Texas/Mexico border in 1979;  and only two cases could
be attributed to raccoon rabies.  One of the victims was a

dence."  Raccoon rabies was then a problem only in con-
tiguous areas of Florida,  Georgia,  and South Carolina.
Winkler has reaffirmed his advice many times.  Trappers
alone killed a combined average of 500,000 raccoons a
year in Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,
West Virginia,  and New Jersey throughout the 1980s,
without having any visible impact upon either the rac-
coon  population or the spread of the disease.

Repeating a now-old mistake, the Ohio
Division of Wildlife is introducing an open season on
raccoons with no bag limit on October 6.  A N I M A L
P E O P L E correspondent Donna Robb,  of Medina,
Ohio,  has advised authorities that they could more
effectively reduce the risk of human contact with rac-
coons by arranging to have garbage collected from parks
and other public areas in the evening rather than the
morning,  so that the animals don't have all night to scav-
enge.

Raccoon rabies is also resurgent in the South.

It's possible more people waited in line to have their pets vaccinated on August 22,  outside the Long Island
Arena in Commack,  New York,  than waited at Shea Stadium to buy Mets' tickets for any game all month.  More than
1,300 animals were immunized,  free of charge,  by the North Shore Animal League,  working in cooperation with the
Suffolk County SPCA.  NSAL held additional free rabies vaccination clinics on August 28 at the North Hampstead ani -
mal shelter,  and on September 18 at the Babylon town hall.  "These are not really poor areas,"  NSAL public relations
coordinator Marge Stein explained,  "but we were seeing a lot of people with a lot of pets,  seven or eight animals apiece.
Elderly people on fixed incomes were coming,  who bought their houses 25 or 30 years ago and are now in a bind
because Long Island property taxes are up tremendously.  Cost was definitely the main reason most of these people
hadn't vaccinated their pets before."  (Photo by Mary Bloom,  courtesy of NSAL.) 

Bat rabies killed girl (continued from page one)



Petsmart Inc.,  a Phoenix-based national
chain of pet supply stores,  maintains adoption
boutiques for local animal shelters instead of buying
and selling animals from breeders.  The 38 "Luv-A-
Pet" boutiques placed 4,000 animals in the first 12
months they were open––and when Petsmart stock
went public in July,  the price surged from $18 per
share to $25 the first day before leveling off even
higher.  Investment analysts are recommending
Petsmart at any price up to $30 a share. 

A growing number of communities a r e
discovering a need for a group similar to the Pet
Owners With Aids Resource Service of New York
City and the Pets Are Wonderful Support network of
Los Angeles,  which help hundreds of AIDS patients
to keep their pets as long as possible and seek new
homes for the animals when their people die.
Pending formation of such a group in New Orleans,
Legislation In Support of Animals is pinch-hitting.

The Ohio Supreme Court has been asked
to overturn lower court rulings that a dog buried in a

cemetery for humans must be disinterred.  Willis and
Debbie Payne of McArthur Township buried their
dog there in a plot they owned in February 1991,  six
months before a town ordinance was passed to bar
pet burials at the site.

Long Beach,  California,  recently opened
the second fenced dog park in Los Angeles
County. The parks give dogs a place to run where
they won't inconvenience other park users.

Pet ownership is reportedly sharply up in
China, despite continuing governmental opposition.
About 10,000 dogs are licensed in Beijing,  but the
actual population is believed to be far higher.

Coming soon:  ANIMAL PEOPLE looks at
"helping animal" programs for the blind,  the deaf,
epileptics,  and others.  What do they do,  how do they
do it,  and what's in it for the dogs,  horses,  and other
species involved?  If you're part of a helping animal
program,  in any capacity (or with any incapacity),  we
welcome your input.

r

VETERINARY EPIDEMIOLOGY

"Wherever Lyme disease is,  babesiosis is sure to fol-
low,"  warns Mayo Clinic pathologist and microbiologist Dr.
David Persing.  Like the Lyme spirochete,  the babesiosis proto-
zoan travels with deer ticks. Approximately 13 of 14 human vic-
tims suffer only a flu-like illness,  but babesiosis can be fatal in
people with a depressed immune system.  The symptoms of a
severe babesiosis infection mimic malaria.  Like malaria,  it is
treated with quinine,  plus clindamycin.

Current animal disease epidemics in North America
include Venezuelan equine encephalitis in Mexico,  which on
September 7 caused the USDA to impose a seven-day quarantine
on equines imported from Mexico and appeal to horse owners to
vaccinate their animals against the mosquito-borne illness;  a
year-long wave of bovine viral diarrhea,  hitting cattle and espe-
cially veal calves in the St, Hyacinthe,  Nicolet,  and Eastern
Townships regions of Quebec, affecting about 50 of Quebec's
1,000 veal farms,  causing herd losses of up to 70%;   brucellosis
and psuedo-rabies among feral swine in Georgia,  the latter dis-
ease apparently spreading to companion animals as result of
increased interest in hunting the swine with dogs;  and an out-
break of mange among coyotes in eastern Kansas,  underway for
about a decade,  which is credited with enabling bobcats (who
compete with coyotes for prey) to make a comeback.  While trap-
pers blame the mange epidemic on "overpopulation" due to low
coyote pelt prices,  it actually broke out and spread farthest (like
the mid-Atlantic raccoon rabies pandemic) when pelt prices were
peaking in the mid-1980s.  

The U.S. Public Health Service has warned that
goatskin goods from Haiti may carry anthrax spores.  A bacterial
disease that affects the skin,  lungs,  and other organs,  anthrax
can survive in goatskin products for many years.
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trapper,  while the other was a 12-year-old Pennsylvania
boy who was bitten by an unknown animal in 1984 and
didn't tell anyone about it.

The spread of bat rabies is little documented,
largely due to the small size,  shy nature,   and nocturnal
habits of bats.  Most people who share their homes with
bats never know the bats are present.

Raccoon rabies update
Raccoon rabies,  by contrast,  has been highly

visible since 1977,  when a group of trappers and coon-
hunters relocated 700 raccoons from a rabies area in
Florida to the West Virginia/Virginia border.  The dis-
ease has spread in all directions since, moving fastest
wherever heavy raccoon hunting and trapping creates a
refugee population,  obliged to wander in search of
mates.  As far back as 1973,  Dr. William Winkler of the
Centers for Disease Control warned in a handbook pub-
lished by the National Academy of Science that
"Persistent trapping or poisoning campaigns as a means
to rabies control should be abolished,"  as,  "There is no
evidence that these costly and politically attractive pro-
grams reduce either wildlife reservoirs or rabies inci-

The Georgia Department of Natural Resources recently
barred rehabilitation and relocation of injured or
orphaned raccoons,  after rehabilitator Brad Hooks of
Nunez and six other people had potentially infectious
contact with an infant raccoon who proved to be rabid.

The USDA is reportedly likely to give an oral
raccoon rabies vaccine called Raboral final approval by
next spring,  after seven years of testing and legal bat-
tles,  20 years after a related oral vaccine was deployed
against fox rabies in Switzerland.  Oral vaccines are
most effectively used to create immunized barriers
against the spread of rabies.  Such barriers have con-
tained fox rabies in Europe since the mid-1980s,  and
have contained both fox rabies and a minor outbreak of
raccoon rabies (caused by accidental transport of a rabid
animal) in Ontario,  Canada.  Raboral field tests have
achieved a 60% success rate at immunizing wild rac-
coons in selected areas of Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  and
New Jersey.  Massachusetts has already budgeted for an
experimental Raboral program to protect Cape Cod,
while New York and Texas,  which has had a recent out-
break of rabies in coyotes,  have also applied to use
Raboral in experimental applications.

––Merritt Clifton

Dogs & Cats 
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4-H and Future Farmers of America
chapters in Ohio,  Oregon,  and Washington are
developing a criteria and curriculum for medal
competition in the areas of animal well-being,
quality control,  and show animal ethics,  under-
written with $95,000 from the USDA. 

“It’s important for the livestock indus-
try to show the public that we care about the
well-being of meat animals,”  says Ohio 4-H
extension agent Sherry Nickles,  who adds that
the new medal categories will “open up another
opportunity for members who aren’t going to be
the grand or reserve champion.”

Already underway,  the project was
publicized shortly after the USDA found traces
of the antibiotic sulfa methazine in the carcasses
of four pigs who had been exhibited by 4-H and
FFA members at the Orange County Fair in
Costa Mesa,  California.  Although sulfa met-
hazine is often given to young pigs to increase
their resistance to infection,  all traces of it must
be gone by slaughter because it can cause a
potentially fatal allergic reaction in people who

Animal care at the
recent Washington

County Fair in
upstate New York

was generally 
exemplary,  but 
handling got a 

little rough at times,
especially when boys-

tried to impress
adults by moving
cattle in the same

way as their fathers.

(Photos by 
Kim Bartlett.)

4-H,  FFA seek to clean up image
doned raising and auctioning animals for slaugh-
ter.  The Ohio program,  on the other hand,  is
closely geared to current agricultural practice.
Called I CARE,  which was also the original
name of the wholly unrelated International
Wildlife Coalition,  it “was developed in 1990 by
the Western Colorado CattleWomen’s Council,”
according to Ohio Farmer magazine,  “because
the number of activists attending livestock shows
and auctions began to increase...The concept was
quickly adopted by the Minnesota Farm Bureau,”
and has since been copied in Illinois and
Wisconsin,  as well as Ohio.  

I CARE uses a discussion guide pro-
duced by the American Farm Bureau Federation,
which has aggressively opposed strengthened
animal protective legislation at both the federal
and state level for many years,  even when the
object of the legislation had little or nothing to
do with agriculture.  

“In addition to proper animal care
guidelines,”  Ohio Farmer reported,  “the book
includes preparation for visitors’ or reporters’

Agriculture
Twenty-two percent of New York's 11,800 dairy farms now milk

their cows three times a day,  up from 15% in 1991,  according to the Cornell



The Warm  Store,  a not-for-profi t business of Woodstock
Animal  Ri ghts Movement,  i s now making its exci ting col-

lection of cruel ty-f ree,  environmental ,  and nature
pr oducts availabl e i n a cata-

logue:

•  Body care &  cosmetics
•  T-sh irt s
•  Nature r ecordings
•  Non-leather  acces-

sories
•  Buttons & bumper

stickers
•  Realis tic plush ani-

mals
& hand puppets

•  Non-tox ic paints,  stains,
detergents & c leaners

By shopping at The Warm  Store,  you are hel ping to make

Heartland

inadvertantly consume it.  The USDA ordered
the slaughterhouse,  the Farmer John plant in
Vernon, California,  to quarantine another 151
pigs who had been at the fair until any remnants
of the drug had passed through their systems.
According to USDA veterinarian Arthur Endo,
sulfa methazine is most often found in pigs
raised for fair competition.  Farmer John
spokesman Ron Smith said the only previous
drug contamination found at the plant was in a
group of pigs from a 1992 fair held in Texas. 

The Oregon and Ohio model programs
are coming from somewhat different directions.
Oregon is the pilot state for a reorganization of
4-H,  from emphasizing job training for aspiring
farmers to providing social education for chil-
dren who in one way or another need help.
Some Oregon 4-H programs have even aban-

questions,  suggested responses for uncomfort-
able questions,  and ways to handle disruptive
situations.”  

Debra Hartman

University Department of Animal Science.  The New York dairy cow population
is down to 749,000,  from 928,000 a decade ago,  and the number of dairy farms is
down from 18,000,  but the remainder produced a record 11.6 billion pounds of
milk.  Largely because of thrice daily milkings,  average milk production per cow
is up 20%,  to 15,463 pounds (roughly equal to the national average). Because
thrice daily milkings wear cows out faster,  farmers who have gone to that sched-
ule cull their herds more often.  Dairy farming accounts for $1.5 billion of New
York's $2.9 billion-a-year agricultural industry.

The Senate on September 14 voted to delay any increase in grazing
fees on public lands for at least a year,  stalling the Clinton administration's
attempt to hike the fee from $1.86 per animal month to $4.28 a month––still only
half the price of grazing on private land.  A similar proposal was withdrawn in
February to win passage of the budget.

The current market value of a dead ostrich is about $350,  less than
1% of the peak price paid at U.S. auctions recently for a breeding pair.  While
speculation in breeding stock booms in the U.S. and Canada,  South Africa is still
the only nation in the world with a legal ostrich slaughterhouse,  killing about
150,000 of the big birds each year for feathers,  leather,  and meat.

"I can empathize with what farm
animals go through because I have

been there.  As a survivor of the
Nazi Holocaust,  I have 'lived' for

weeks in a small closet,  wondering
each day when 'they' would come
and get me and haul me off in a 

cattle car to my death."

––Alex Hershaft,   president
Farm Animal Reform Movement

•  Socially co nscious kids
gifts
•  Animal j ewelry
•  Vegan & vegetar ian cook-
books
•  Pet care products
•  Canvas  nature bags
•  Nature theme shower c ur-
tains
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Dog logo The Watchdog moni -
tors fundraising,  spending,
and political activity in the
name of animal and habitat
p rotection—both pro and
con.  His empty bowl stands
for all the bowls left empty
when some take more than
they need.

The
Watchdog

Roseland's what?
ADVERTISERS DUPED

CHICAGO,  Illinois––A 32-page
semi-anonymous,  categorical tabloid attack on
humane societies called Roseland’s Sizzle Pet
Shop Edition debuted at the September 10-11
Humane Society of the U.S. tri-regional confer-
ence in Schaumburg,  Illinois,  leaving the
assembled participants,  "Quite astonished,"  as
Chicago Anti-Cruelty Society executive director
Jane Stern put it.

Although issued by Roseland Business
Publishers, Inc., from P.O. Box 68458 in
Schaumberg, the S i z z l e named only the
American SPCA,  of New York City––and that
was in one of the less inflamatory articles.  But
what the Sizzle lacked in specificity,  it made up
for with innuendo.   Offering no documentation
whatever of even one actual case,  the Sizzle
charged on page 13,  for instance,  that “Shelters
normally won’t even consider bathing pets avail-
able for adoption.  And shelter conditions,  in
general,  are filthy and contaminated beyond
belief...The drinking systems at most humane
societies are so antiquated that there is absolute-
ly no way to keep them free from gross contami-
nation...Pets are put into the crematoriums
unconscious but not dead.  The heat of the cre-
matorium shocks them back into consciousness
and they suffer cremation completely alive,
alert,  and awake...”

The listed editor,  the only individual
credited for anything in the Sizzle,  was one Joan

ST. JOHN'S, NEWFOUND-
L A N D––Enjoying his new reputation in
Canada as "Captain Cod Hugger" for his July
28 confrontation with foreign dragnetters in
the North Atlantic,  Paul Watson of the Sea
Shepherd Conservation Society is to go to
trial December 6 before a St. John's jury for
allegedly endangering the lives of his crew,
the crew of the Cuban dragger Rio Las Casas,
and the Rio Las Casas itself––if  the
Canadian government actually has the nerve
to try Watson for an action applauded from
coast to coast,  including by many of the
same people who have long reviled him for
his protests against seal hunting.

As Watson himself put it in an open
letter to Canadian newspapers,  "The govern-
ment of Canada spends $2.5 million to pro-
tect the interests of the Cuban and Spanish
draggers from a Canadian ship skippered by a
Canadian citizen.  Is there something wrong
with this picture?  Damned right there is.  I
know of no other nation in the world that
would harass its own citizens for attempting
to prevent the theft of a vital resource by
opportunistic pirates who care little for the
future welfare of the targeted species.

"The Canadian government tells us

Watson trial Dec. 6
––if Canada dares

WOOFS AND
GROWLS

THE WISE USE WISE GUYS ET AL

George Frampton's last major task
before leaving the presidency of The Wilderness
Society to become Assistant Secretary for Fish,
Wildlife,  and Parks in the Clinton administration
was to preside over the assembly of a 50-page
report called The Wise Use Movement:  Strategic
Analysis and 50-State Review.  It calls upon the
mainstream environmental movement to distance
itself from radical environmentalism,  deep ecolo-
gy,  and animal rights,  while rebuilding alliances
with farmers and hunters.

The fall 1993 issue of Friends of
Animals' ActionLine magazine features ANIMAL
P E O P L E editor Merritt Clifton's "Attack of the
Wise Use Wise Guys,"  an investigation of vio-
lence against animals and animal defenders by
members of the self-named "wise use movement."
It's $1.95, from POB 1244,  Norwalk,  CT  06856.
Having run low on friends in Washington D.C.,
Putting People First is relocating this month to
Helena,  Montana––PPF president Kathleen
Marquardt's birth state.

U.S. Surgical Corporation president
Leon Hirsch, the leading financial backer of at
least three pro-vivisection groups,  is the biggest
landowner in Sublette County,  Wyoming,  having



Dahlgren.  And surprisingly,  it carried a full com-
plement of advertising from some of the best-
known firms in the pet supply business,  some of
whom do much of their volume with humane
societies.

Most of the advertisers were surprised,

(continued on page 13) (continued on page 12)

that they have no jurisdiction beyond the 200-
mile limit [to offshore territory,  recognized by international laws.]  The same
government tells us that they can do nothing to protect the northern cod,"
although Canadian vessels have been enjoined from catching cod since last year,
putting 30,000 residents of the Maritime provinces out of work until the cod
population recovers. "And yet the Canadian government can arrest me,  a
Canadian citizen,  because I told some Cubans and Spaniards to pick up their
nets and go home."  Watson maintains he was outside the 200-mile limit himself
when he was arrested.

The Crown argues that Watson bumped the Rio las Casas.  Watson
says there was never any contact.  "All I did was approach the Cubans and ask
them to leave,"  Watson told ANIMAL PEOPLE. Both sides claim to have
witnesses.  Watson also said he had no prior knowledge that members of
Orcaforce,  headed by his wife Lisa DiStefano,  were going to hurl a stink-bomb
aboard the Cuban vessel.  "We're the Navy and they're the Marines,"  he
explained.  "They don't involve us in their civil disobedience strategy,  and we
don't ask about it."

Putting Watson on trial in December would be doubly embarrassing to
the Canadian government,  because it would not only spotlight the failure to pro-
tect declining fish stocks against foreign vessels,  but also––close to the start of
the sealing season––revive attention to the ongoing landsmen's seal hunt and
official efforts to revive the offshore hunt of infant harp seals,  which was sus-
pended in 1983.  The landsmen's hunt,  conducted with rifles from small boats,
officially kills about 60,000 seals a year,  but may actually kill three times that
many.  According to Quebec anthropologist George Wenzel,  an apologist for
seal hunting,  retrieval of shot seals runs as low as 30%.

Watson has not been charged in connection with a dispute with Halifax
Herald reporter Malcolm Dunlop,  who was aboard Watson's ship,  a former
Canadian Coast Guard cutter renamed the Cleveland Amory,  during the episode
with the Rio las Casas.  Dunlop claims that after he filed several articles critical
of Watson's captaincy,  he was falsely accused of stealing a receipt bearing the
name of an anonymous major donor,  was held prisoner for several hours,  and
was transferred to a Canadian Coast Guard ship only after attempting to jump
overboard.  Watson countered in a call to ANIMAL PEOPLE that Dunlop was
not falsely accused,  had misrepresented his background,  had been drinking
alcohol and smoking marijuana he brought aboard in violation of Sea Shepherd
rules, and was suspected of sabotaging both the Cleveland Amory's engine and
steering gear.  "The alleged escape attempt,"  Watson said,  "was a very stupid
thing to do.  Never mind freezing to death in the water;  he would have been
chopped up by our propeller."

Further,  Watson stated,  "I handled the situation exactly according to
instructions from the Canadian Coast Guard,  who were supposed to arrest him
as soon as they took him into custody,  but then refused to press charges.  I was
told to ask the politicians why."  Watson denied having attempted to sail toward
Iceland,  as reported,  before surrendering to the Canadian Coast Guard himself.
"I wasn't about to try to cross the Atlantic on only one engine," he explained.
And he noted that contrary to Dunlop's assertion that the Cleveland Amory
lacked a variety of emergency equipment, everything necessary was on board
and certified to be on board by the Canadian Coast Guard before the ship ever

Henry Spira ad

Paul Watson

(continued on next page)

acquired 40,000 acres since 1988,  including
seven new homes and an airstrip for jets. Hirsch
also acquired rights to graze 475 cattle in the
Bridger Teton National Forest,  making him the
fourth largest BLM leaseholder in the county.  In
addition,  he owns another 40,000 acres in



too––but two months earlier,  when 6,000
copies were mailed to pet stores around the
country and 350 copies went to "distributors
and manufacturers reps,"  according to the
highly professional Sizzle sales package.

"There was no indication in the
information that Roseland sent us as to the
type of editorial agenda this publication had,"
said Kristi Stoppleworth,  sales and market-
ing manager for Cat Dancer Products,  of
Neenah,  Wisconsin.  Instead, sales literature
said the Sizzle would be "thoroughly delight-
ful...highly readable and cartoon-intensive,"
conveying "a powerful message on behalf of
pet shops through good humor and fun."
Stoppleworth cancelled her ad contract.  

So did Ted Bilocki,  of Malo and
Weste,  in Linden,  New Jersey.  "We were
not aware as to the content,"  he said.  "We've
lifted our ads––we're not fond of being asso-
ciated with a hate publication."

Added Marion Cepican,  creative
director for Valentine Inc.,  of Chicago,
"Believe me,  you will never see another
Valentine ad associated with S i z z l e, and our
advertising department will screen each pub-
lication much more thoroughly before allow-
ing our name to be associated with it.  The
magazine was misrepresented completely.
Never did we imagine that the entire maga-
zine would be devoted to shelter bashing.
We fully support the humane societies,  ani-
mal rehabilitation centers,  and like associa-
tions.  Always have.  Always will."

Bill Brown of the Rena Corporation
in Charlotte,  North Carolina,  confessed
some annoyance with strict screening proce-
dures at local animal shelters,  but also can-
celled his ad in S i z z l e.  Of the advertisers
ANIMAL PEOPLE contacted,  only James
Gorrell of Critter Outfitters in Chicago
defended Sizzle,  criticizing animal shelters at
length in a two-page letter.

Both the sales package and the
Sizzle itself were apparently solo productions

Watson wants submarine
(continued from page 11)
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Sizzle (from page 11)

left Halifax,  where Orcaforce bought it
and had it refurbished.

Watson's adventure off the
Maritimes was planned as a prelude to
confronting Norwegian whalers, who
defied the international ban on commer-
cial whaling.  Because of the damage to
the Cleveland Amory, he never got there,
but while the whaling fleet made an esti-
mated "six or seven million dollars"
killing 160 minke whales,  Watson said,
the Norwegian government reportedly
spent "in excess of $28 million on security
in anticipation of our arrival."

At summer's end,  Watson was
inspecting a 30-year-old Russian subma-
rine, available for $392,000 from the
cash-poor Russian navy.  The C l e v e l a n d
Amory was in a Fisheries Canada berth in
St. John's,  where a deal to sell it to a local
group organized by attorney Owen Myers
fell through.  The asking price was
right––a "loonie,"  the Canadian hard-
metal dollar,  and a bottle of screech,  the
native Newfoundland rum––but the mem-
bers of the group,  Fishers Organized for
the Revitalization of Communities and
Ecosystems,  couldn't raise the cost of
repairs,  which Watson put at $20,000 and
Myers,  who is to represent Watson on
December 6,  pegged at $250,000.  Either
way,  they didn't have it.  

The cod overfishing situation
took yet another turn September 19,  when
the St. John's T e l e g r a m revealed that
"Fishermen from Newfoundland's south-
ern shore and possibly Nova Scotia are
catching tonnes of banned northern cod
under the guise of fishing for bluefin tuna
and swordfish."

And the government strategy to

People

revive sealing by blaming seals for the
lack of cod was upset meanwhile when
The Atlantic Salmon Journal published a
review of 18 scientific studies of the con-
tents of 9,243 harp seal stomachs,  dating
back to 1941,  which established that "all
the available evidence indicates that
Atlantic cod is rarely eaten by harp seals."

––Merritt Clifton

T h e
World Society
for the Protec-
tion of Ani-
mals has trans-
fered former
c a m p a i g n
c o o r d i n a t o r
and regional
director for
w e s t e r n
Europe W i m
De Kok of The Netherlands (right) from
London to Boston,  where he will become
U.S. campaigns director.  •  Horse rescuer,
news broadcaster,  and ANIMAL PEO-
PLE subscriber Tina Trenner,  of Las
Vegas, Nevada,  is currently the only
woman with a nationally syndicated radio
talk show on current affairs.  The "Tina
Trenner Show" is aired from noon to two
p.m. in EST and nine to eleven a.m. in PST,
by the American Forum Network,  a divi-
sion of American Business Radio,  in about
two dozen markets,  including Pueblo,
Tacoma,  New Orleans,  Charleston,
andOcean City,  Maryland.  Trenner fol-
lows Morton Downey Jr. in the AFN lineup
and precedes Oliver North.  A recent
episode reputedly made a National Rifle
Association spokesman uncomfortable on

TACTICS & ACTIONS

Beaverhead County,  Montana,  where he
grazes 800 cattle in Beaverhead National
Forest.

"Freedom of the press is a myth,"
Livestock Conservation Institute communica-
tions coordinator Greg Gerber recently told
the meat industry. Pointing out the value of
meat advertising to newspapers,  he urged
advertisers to pressure the papers to squash
stories critical of meat.

Eighteen hunting groups h a v e
formed the Sportsmen's Coalition for
Common Sense Amendments to the
Endangered Species Act,  actually an attempt
to gut the ESA through amendment––but
conspicuously absent from the published ros-
ter are the National Rifle Association and the
Isaak Walton League.

The National Alternative
Livestock Association bills itself as being
"dedicated to the conservation and preserva-
tion of threatened,  endangered and nonen-
dangered species through professional propa-
gation."  In other words,  it's an umbrella for
exotic animal breeders,  headed by Maureen
Neidhardt,  of Crawford,  Nebraska.

The National Breed Clubs
Alliance, of Freehold,  New Jersey,  repre-
sents 48 dog breed fancies who are opposing
the repeal of American Kennel Club stan-
dards that call for tail-docking and ear-crop-
ping.

WATCH YOUR MONEY

Josephine Usag,  of Lodi,  Ohio,
died at 84 last year,  leaving $29,678 each to
the Medina County animal shelter,  Medina
County SPCA,  PETA,  and the National
Wildlife Federation.  The programs of the lat-
ter pair largely cancel each other out.   Before
leaving your money to any group,  check it
out.  (Watch for our fourth annual report on
the financial affairs of the 60-odd leading
animal and habitat-related organizations,

WOOFS AND GROWLS
(continued from page 11)



of a Joan Meisenholder,  operating from 7333
North Waukegan,  in Niles,  Illinois,  which
like Schaumburg is a suburb of Chicago.
Briefly interviewed by ANIMAL PEOPLE,
Meisenholder claimed to have more than 25
years' experience in dealing with humane
societies and animal rights groups,  but nei-
ther the Anti-Cruelty Society nor Chicago
Animal Control nor the Chicago Animal
Rights Coalition could find any record of any
transactions or conflicts with either a Joan
Meisenholder or a Joan Dahlgren––who pur-
portedly was about to publish another install-
ment,  to be mailed only to stores selling live
animals this time.  She also accused A N I-
MAL PEOPLE of being a front for People
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals and "the
humane societies,"  said she had plenty of
evidence to support everything she'd written
in her first volume,  and refused to say any-
hing further.

YES!  I’M AN ANIMAL PERSON!
____Please enter my subscription for one year (10 issues.)  Enclosed is $18.

____Please enter my subscription for two years (20 issues.)  Enclosed is $30.

____Please send gift subscriptions to the libraries I’ve listed on a separate sheet.  Enclosed is $12 apiece.

____I want to help with a tax-deductible contribution of:
____$25  ____$50  ____$100  ____$250  ____$500  ____Other

Name:
Number and street:
City and state:
ZIP code

Please make checks payable (in U.S. funds) to:
ANIMAL PEOPLE,   P.O. Box 205,  Shushan,  New York 12873.

Don't miss an issue––subscribe today!

the subject of hunting. •  Attorney S t e v e
W i s e has resigned as president of Citizens
to End Animal Suffering and Exploitation in
order to focus on pro-animal litigation.
Wildlife rehabilitator Karen Bunting s u c-
ceeds him.  •  Bob Hart,  former executive
director of Family Counseling and Guidance
Centers Inc.,  in Boston,  has been named
executive director of the American Humane
Association,  replacing Lawrence Brown,
who has retired after 18 years at AHA.  •
John Kullberg,  American SPCA president
for 14 years,  has resigned the presidency of
Guiding Eyes for the Blind after just 18
months due to differences with the board of
directors.   • Walter Medwid,  executive
director of the Adirondack Mountain Club
since 1985,  stepped down recently to
become executive director of the
International Wolf Center in Minnesota.

coming in our December issue.)
Watson and Hughey, the direct-

mail mill that was sued by 22 states in 1991
and settled with 10 of them for $2.1 million.,
is still in business,  now called Direct
Response Consulting Services,  and still rep-
resents numerous charities that spend less
than 10% of receipts on programs,  including
Adopt-A-Pet,  of Tulsa,  Oklahoma, which
raised $6.8 million between 1986 and 1992
according to The Chronicle of Philanthropy,
but spent only $426,671 on programs other
than "public education" done in connection
with fundraising mailings.  The firm also rep-
resents several medical charities including
the Walker Cancer Research Institute,
Cancer Fund of America,  Project Cure,  and
Pacific West Cancer Fund,  which tell
prospective donors that they don't support
animal-based research without mentioning
that they don't support much if any research

A survey of Congressional
aides conducted in May by Western
Union found that 80% still pay most
attention to written communications.
Brief,  well informed,  single-topic per-
sonal letters get the most favorable treat-
ment;  postcards,  form letters,  and tele-
phone calls are virtually ignored. Senior
citizens currently account for about half
of all Congressional correspondence,
followed in volume by anti-abortion
activists and the religious right,  who
account for a combined 15%,  and then
environmentalists,  including animal
protection advocates,  who account for
11%.  Senator Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.),
a leading animal advocate,  gets the
most communications:  10,000 letters
and 1,300 calls a day.



binding resolution through the Illinois legis-
lature that designates "hunting a legitimate
tool of wildlife management,"  and says "no
law should be passed that limits the taking
and consumptive use of wildlife other than
laws for the protection of species" that are
either endangered or traditionally not hunt-
ed.  Considering the net-and-bolt killing
eminently inhumane,  Hindi meanwhile
organized protests demanding that the com-
missioners take another approach––prefer-
ably birth control.  Rolla studied various
alternatives,  finding none he liked.

"Using contraceptives is a good
idea," Rolla told ANIMAL PEOPLE,  "but
they won't be ready for a year or more,  and
they are for maintaining populations at an
optimum level,  not reducing them.  Letting
the deer regulate themselves,  and starve if
the food runs out,  is illogical in a forest pre-
serve surrounded by urban areas,  because
deer will move out into the neighborhoods
before they actually starve,  and if the situa-
tion goes far enough to cause starvation,  the
habitat will be severely degraded for other
species."  Reluctantly,  Rolla endorsed
sharpshooting,  for much the same reasons
that most shelter directors accept euthaniz-
ing homeless dogs and cats,  and accepted
the captive-bolt method as next best alterna-
tive,  if it could be done with humane super-
vision.  He also proposed that the deer popu-
lation be left above the level the commis-
sioners wanted,  and suggested that the Elsa
Wild Animal Appeal could buy special
reflectors that might help keep the Waterfall
Glen deer from getting into busy roads.

So far,  the beleaguered commis-
sioners and Department of Conservation
haven't wanted witnesses––not Rolla,  who
has long tried to ban leghold trapping and
certainly not Hindi,  known for militant tac-
tics.  Hindi is upset with Rolla for what he
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son because of scarcity––and that was the
last time deer season was cancelled in any
major hunting state.       

In the interim,  most states with
whitetails have undertaken extensive deer
habitat improvement programs,  including
burning off forest to encourage the new
growth deer most like to eat,  making the
presence of a winter deer yard a criteria for
protecting or purchasing land,  and paying
farmers to leave some field crops favored
by deer unharvested.  Most important,  since
the early 1970s every state with whitetails
has enforced a strict "buck law."   Before
the passage of buck laws,  deer management
was a conspicuous failure.  Closed seasons
were introduced by Massachusetts as far
back as 1696,  and adopted by 12 of the 13
colonies before the American Revolution.
Bag limits followed.  But by 1900,  the U.S.
whitetail population had dropped to an esti-
mated 500,000.  Buck laws,  pioneered by
New York in 1912, codified the practice of
killing males only,  leaving the does to bear
fawns,  whose female fawns grow up to
bear still more fawns.

Hunting creates deer surplus
Today,  Ohio and many other

states might have to think about cancelling
deer season because of a growing surplus,
manifested in sharply jumping numbers of
deer/car collisions and complaints about
crop damage,  as well as damage to the
habitat of scarcer species.  The U.S. white-
tail population hit 15 million circa 1990,
and is now as high as 20 million.

Not killing deer to limit the popu-
lation may sound like a paradox,  but the
whole philosophy of deer management as
practiced today is also a paradox:  the more
you kill,  the more you get,  so long as most
of the dead are bucks.  The surviving bucks
don't have to compete with as many others
for mates,  and they can mate more often.
Fewer bucks competing for food means a
better diet for does,  translating into more
multiple births,  a higher birth weight,  and

lation of about a million deer, also including
400,000 bucks. New York hunters will kill
circa 220,000 deer this fall.  That means
next year's population could be 8% higher
than this year's.

In neighboring Ohio, Division of
Wildlife biologist Bob Stoll estimates that
the state had 150,000 deer in 1981,  235,000
in 1991,  325,000 in 1992,  and 400,000
now.  Hunters killed 126,113 deer in Ohio
last year,  including a projected 65% of the
buck population––normal for the past
decade,  resulting in a statewide sex ratio of
three does to one buck.  At 1.3 fawns per
doe,  the Ohio deer herd could double in a
year and hit a million in two years.

That's why the Division of
Wildlife is trying to sell 180,000 "second
deer" permits this fall,  which allow hunters
to kill two deer apiece instead of just one,  if
at least one of them is female.

Deer overpopulation is even more
out of hand in Pennsylvania and Michigan.
The Pennsylvania sex ratio became as lop-
sided as 28 does to one buck before the leg-
islature mandated a 6.5% population cut.
Pushing doe hunting,  the Pennsylvania
Game Commission actually got hunters to
kill 198,065 does last year,  to 163,159
buck––but the buck toll was estimated at
80% to 90% of the buck population.
Pennsylvania now has about 975,000 deer in
the state,  and the sex ratio statewide is 20
does to one buck.  By this time next year,  at
1.3 fawns per doe,  the Pennsylvania deer
population could be 1.4 million.  The
Michigan Wildlife Division,  meanwhile,
boasted in a report to Michigan United
Conservation Clubs in 1988 that although
the natural carrying capacity for deer in the
state is circa one million,  it had "managed"
the population up to 1.3 million,  creating a
huntable surplus of 300,000.  By 1989,
though,  the distorted sex ratio had boosted
deer numbers to 1.7 million and officials
became openly anxious.

Similar effects are evident virtual-
ly everywhere else.  Connecticut,  for

though state biologists warned the deer pop-
ulation was already high for the carrying
capacity,  and forced the state to accept a
plan to push the buck kill up 25% by 1995.
In Georgia,  where the sex ratio is now six
does to one buck,  the possible conse-
quences haven't even been debated in public
yet to any significant degree.

One way or another, deer numbers
must level out at carrying capacity.  And
hunting won't do it,  so long as hunters have
the choice of killing bucks and want a rack
of antlers as a trophy––or have control of
wildlife management.  Tests of a dart-inject-
ed deer contraceptive vaccine conducted by
the National Zoo in Washington D.C. over
the past year show promise,  according to
vaccine developer Dr. Jay Kirkpatrick of the
Deaconess Research Institute in Billings,
Montana––but only "for the humane popula-
tion control of urban deer where hunting is
not legal,  wise, or safe,"  Kirkpatrick states.
Already the National Rifle Association has
mobilized against any suggestion that the
vaccine could be used to replace hunting.

Part of the longterm solution to
deer overpopulation probably lies in natural
habitat evolution,  from the second growth
that covers much of North America to more

Deer
(continued from page 1)

––Photo by Kim Bartlett



The Clinton administration h a s
proposed ending the conflict of interest
between the regulatory and promotional
functions of the USDA with respect to the
meat and poultry industry by transfering the
Food Safety and Inspection Service to the
Food and Drug Administration.  The FDA
staff of 1,000 now inspects 53,000 non-
meat food producers,  drug manufacturers,
and makers of medical equipment,  while
the USDA employs 9,000 people to inspect
6,100 meat and poultry processors.
Coincidentally,  tainted meat that passes
inspection causes an estimated 9,000
human deaths per year and 6.5 million ill-
nesses. The National Cattlemen's Associa-
tion,  American Meat Institute,  and
National Broiler Council oppose the plan.

Seventy percent of all deaths in
the U.S. are from causes often associated
with eating meat, according to Public
Health Service statistics,  including heart
disease (33.5%),  cancer (23.5%),  stroke
(6.7%),  diabetes (2.2%), arterial diseases

sees as excessive willingness to compromise.
Hunters warn darkly that despite appear-
ances,  Hindi and Rolla both just want to
stop hunting, period.  Rolla unhappily notes
that only days after he was acclaimed a hero
for hauling badly needed emergency supplies
to flood-stricken animal shelters in the Iowa,
he became a pariah.

The Waterfall Glen crisis is not
unique.  There are about 300 such "deer
islands" in suburban areas across the eastern
half of the U.S. and Canada.  Conservation-
ists and activists rattle off the names like a
list of battlefields:    Air Force Academy,
Angel Island, Blacklick Woods,  Block
Island, Bluff Point, Brown County State
Park,  Catoctin Mountain,  Fire Island,
Gettysburg, Irondequoit, Mason's Neck,
Pehquonock.  Pennypacker,  Plum Brook,
Princeton,  Quabbin Reservoir,  Ravenna
Arsenal,  Ridley Creek,  River Hills,
Rondeau Provincial Park,  Sharon Woods,
and Yale Forest,  to name just some where
deer overpopulation has produced protracted
conflict,  exploding into lawsuits,  demon-
strations,  and arrests. 

Many of the sites once were his-
toric battlefields.  Others overlap or include
wooded campuses.  A handful were actually
hunting preserves,  deliberately stocked with
deer decades ago––and then sold for devel-
opment.

They have in common that they
became unsuitable habitat relatively recently,
after absorbing deer from a burgeoning
national population.  The deer at such sites
are not there,  as hunters would have it,
because hunting isn't allowed;  they're there
because of intense hunting that ironically
made deer too abundant,  encouraging some
to wander into closer proximity to humans
than was natural just a few decades ago––or
to stay there,  in the case of the ex-preserves. 

For nearly 30 years hunters and
public officials across North America have
pointed to the rising whitetailed deer popula-
tion as purported proof of the success of
hunter-driven wildlife management.  It was
32 years ago,  in 1961,  that the Ohio
Division of Wildlife had to cancel deer sea-
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(2%),  liver diseases (1.2%),  and kidney
diseases (1%).   The 4th Biennial Congress
of the Vegetarian Union of North America
and 33rd Annual Convention of the
American Vegan Society recently issued a
joint appeal to American and Canadian
health organizations for increased emphasis
on teaching about the value of a low-fat
vegetarian diet.

Five human volunteers died o f
unforseen side effects between August 1992
and August 31,  1993,  during clinical trials
of Fialuridine,  a purported miracle cure for
hepatitis B that was approved for experi-
mental use on humans after proving harm-
less to dogs.  Several other human volun-
teers have developed serious nerve damage.
Dogs turn out to have a natural enzyme that
deactivates the drug,  according to clinical
trial director Dr. Jay Hoofnagle of the
National Institutes of Health.

Virginians were stunned over
the Labor Day weekend by news reports
from the county fair circuit about demon-

strations of the use of chicken manure
mixed with grain as a protein supplement
for beef cattle.  The manure may account for
up to 30% of a feedlot steer's diet.  There's
nothing new about the practice:  chicken
manure-based "beef fattener" feeds have
been available from most feed-and-grain
depots for more than a decade.

Above:  food options at the Washington
County Fair.  (Photo by Kim Bartlett.)

DIET & HEALTH

better odds of fawn survival.
Where the whitetail sex ratio is

even,  as in Llano County,  Texas,  in 1961-
1962,  the average rate of reproduction is as
low as 30-40 fawns per 100 does.  In New
York state,  however,  it's currently 130
fawns per 100 does,  and there are a mini-
mum of 600,000 does among the state popu-

instance,  had only 3,000 deer in 1974,
when it became the last state to  introduce a
public hunting season and a buck law.  By
1979,  Connecticut had 22,000 deer;  by
1987,  30,000;  and it has 40,000 today.
Still,  hunters are demanding more deer.  In
Vermont,  hunter pressure cancelled all doe
hunting from 1987 through 1991,  even

mature forests.  The most important part,
though, is reclaiming management authority
from the bang-bang boys.  And whether the
struggle is over battlefields become parks or
over statewide management plans,  it's real-
ly just begun to get nasty,  with no outcomes
likely to delight anyone.

––Merritt Clifton
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University School of Veterinary Medicine.  "This means that a
sterilized and monitored colony can have an average life
expectancy of six years––as good as the owned population,
although not as good as the homebound cat."

St. Paul,  Minnesota mayor James Scheibel o n
September 1 approved a Humane Pigeon Control Plan negoti-
ated by the Animal Rights Coalition,  Friends of Animals and
Their Environment,  the Minnesota Humane Society,  and the
Humane Society of Ramsey County.  The plan states that,
"The official policy of the city is not to support or to be
involved in the trapping or euthanizing of pigeons.  The City
maintains that making building modifications and addressing
the feeding problems are the most effective long-term deter-
rents of pigeons."  Letters of thanks for the precedent-setting
policy may be addressed to City Hall,  15 West Kellogg Blvd.,
St. Paul,  MN  55102.

The Merrimack River Feline Rescue Society
opened its first shelter in September above a veterinary clinic
in Salisbury,  Massachusetts.

The Orlando Humane Society Low-Cost
Spay/Neuter Clinic opened to the public on September 3,
and put a mobile adoption unit on the road at the same time.

The Marin (California) Humane Society has res-
cued and adopted out 200 "surplus" beagles from the
University of California at Davis breeding colony.  The effort
included holding an eight-week rehabilitative training pro-
gram for the beagles and their new owners.

The National Cat Protection Society, a shelter in
Long Beach,  California,  has paid $26,500 in civil penalties
and costs for providing misleading information about euthana-
sia policies and adoption rates to donors and people who sur-
render cats.  NCPS attorney Richard Tanzer denied the organi-
zation had done anything wrong and said the settlement was
reached to avoid the cost of defending itself against the charges,
brought by the Los Angeles County district attorney.

Chows are now responsible for the most dog bites
of any breed in St, Bernard Parish,  Louisiana,  according to
animal control officer Ceily Trog––10 of 89 total bites,
through the first half of this year.  Other Louisiana animal con-
trol departments also report a rise in chow bites.

The Houston Health Department on August 31 sus-
pended the sale of impounded animals to biomedical research,
largely because new Animal Welfare Act regulations would
have required holding the animals five days prior to sale instead
of the former three days,  costing the city an extra $1 million a
year.  Houston collected $10,000 from the sale of 1,746 animals
to research in fiscal 1992.

Attorney Shawn Thomas of Springfield,  Ohio, is
challenging the Summit County Pound's right to charge $30
apiece for 553 dogs sold to Akron City Hospital and the
Northeast Ohio Universities College of Medicine since 1991.
Ohio state law sets the pound seizure fee at $3.00,  too little for
sales to biomedical researchers to be worthwhile for most shel-
ters.  Summit County dog warden Glenn James says the state
law doesn't apply because Summit is the only county in Ohio
with an independent charter.

The Jackson County Animal Shelter in Michigan
euthanized 20 wolf hybrids on September 4,  when owner
Melanie Lingoes,  41, of Waterloo Township missed the dead-
line set by District Judge Carlene Walz for finding them suit-
able homes.  Lingoes was charged with cruelty after deputies
found two dead wolf hybrids at her backyard kennel on July 8.
The wolf hybrids' presence had seriously disrupted shelter oper-
ations because they had to be kept apart from all other animals,
and did considerable property damage.

The Cuyahoga County Public Library in Solon,
Ohio,  offered to donate a dog biscuit to the Cuyahoga County
Animal Protective League for every book local children read
during the summer.  Nine hundred children enrolled in the read-
ing drive,  earning 13,300 biscuits.

The American Humane Association d i s c o n t i n u e d

Animal Control
& Rescue

Lousiana.  In 1967 she founded the Capital Area Animal
Welfare Society in Baton Rouge.  In addition,  she formed the
Coalition of Louisiana Animal Advocates,  a lobbying group.

The Town of Franklinton,  Louisiana,  signed a
consent decree on August 26,  agreeing to cease shooting stray
animals rather than fight a civil suit brought by LISA.  A simi-
lar suit LISA brought against Vermillion Parish goes to trial
soon,  while negotiations are underway with the city of Ville
Platt to secure improvements in facilities and euthanasia meth-
ods without legal action,  if possible.  Meanwhile,  on
September 9,  LISA filed animal abuse charges against New
Iberia shelter worker Russell Sargent,  who has repeatedly been
accused of beating,  kicking and spraying dogs with chemical
mace since 1988,  without the New Iberia city and parish taking
any action.  The shelter itself is also seriously substandard,
LISA executive director Jeff Dorson said.

The National Society for the Protection of
Animals,  of Kansas City,  Missouri,  and the Montgomery
Humane Society of Montgomery,  Alabama, also spent the
summer cleaning up after substandard pounds.  NSPA president
Ann Martin-Gonnerman organized a successful campaign to get
adequate city funding for the city shelter in Independence,
Missouri,  after discovering during a June inspection that it
lacked pest control service,  a working incinerator for eutha-
nized animals,  and cat litter,  had holes in the roof,  and also
cracks in the concrete floor.  MHS executive director Mary
Mansour tackled conditions at the Tuskegee pound after discov-

We didn't get a good high-water photo from the Midwester Flood of '93 in time to illustrate our September rescue coverage,  but
better late than never.  North Shore Animal League International emergency helper poled this boat among the rooftops of the

flooded part of St. Louis,  Missouri.  NSAL contributed $30,000 to the rescue effort,  including $14,000 worth of advertisements
to help reunite animals with their people.  (Photo by Mary Bloom,  courtesy of  NSAL.)



its Standards of Excellence program for animal shelters,  effec-
tive July 1,  due to high cost––$3,000 to $4,000 per facility
inspected––and low participation.  Only about 100 of the 4,000-
odd U.S. shelters applied for the certification.

The Spay/USA Action Conference Book, a compi-
lation of addresses given at the August Spay/USA conference in
Wellesley,  Massachusetts,  will be available in November,
hardbound,  at $22.95 a copy including postage. Order c/o
Presentation Book,  North Shore Animal League International,
14 Vanderventer Ave.,  Port Washington,  NY  11050.

Legislation In Support of Animals recently awarded
its first annual Silver Dove Award to Baton Rouge animal
advocate Holly Reynolds,  in recognition of 41 years in animal
protection.  Reynolds founded the Harrison County Humane
Society in Gulfport,  Mississippi,  in 1952,  and the next year
founded the St. Tammany Humane Society,  of Covington,

An estimated 100 feral cats were evicted from
Sonoma State University in September due to health and lia-
bility problems associated with their use of a child-care sand-
box as a litter box.  Members of the neuter/release group
Forgotten Felines called and faxed all over the U.S. in an
unsuccessful bid to rally support for an alternative solution.

The USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection
S e r v i c e did 27% more inspections of animal dealers,
exhibitors,  transporters,  and research facilities in fiscal 1992
than in 1991––17,000 in all,  resulting in fines totaling
$286,000.

San Francisco SPCA president Richard Avanzino
said September 16 that he plans to seek a city ordinance ban-
ning euthanasia of adoptable animals.  The city animal shelter
could save $150,000 a year by turning all adoptable strays
over to the SFSPCA,  he said,  which will spend an extra $1
million in 1994 to house additional animals and promote adop-
tion.  The SFSPCA has not euthanized healthy animals since it
turned animal control duties over to the city some years ago.
Avancino estimated that as many as 6,000 adoptable animals a
year are euthanized by the animal control department,  out of
about 9,000 animals in all.

The Peninsula Humane Society,  of San Mateo
County,  California, claimed September 1 that a 16%

decrease in euthanasias and an 11% drop in
the number of animals received at the shelter
demonstrate the success of the controversial
pet overpopulation ordinance that took effect
in the county on March 1,  1992.  PHS sold
1,254 cat licenses,  749 "No intent to breed"
licenses for non-neutered animals,  36 breed-
er permits,  and 13 fancier permits,  allowing
the owners to keep 10 or more pets.

The New York Humane Association
has named Fort Edward animal control offi-
cer its 1993 Humane Enforcement Officer of
the Year for his efforts in securing the arrest
of two alleged dogfighting trainers.

The Environment Ministry of
South Africa announced September 3 that
after decades of attempts,  it had finally exter-
minated the Marion Island feral cat popula-
tion through a combination of sharpshooting
and introducing diseases. Brought to the
island in 1947 to control mice who were deci-
mating the bird population by eating eggs,
the cats went after the birds,  too––and
endured in one of the harshest climates cats
have ever been known to inhabit.  Snow falls
on the island 300 days a year.

ering that impounded dogs were apparently starved to death.
The pound budget was just $2,000 a year––and rather than
spend more,  the Macon County Commission shut it down.

Sevier County,  Tennessee,  had no plans to fund
an animal control officer this year,  but hunter Rick Maples
brought a bunch of his pals to the budget hearings just to be
sure. "The same people who would support an animal control
officer,"  he thundered,  "would support abortion,  gays in the
military,  and even vote for Bill Clinton.  We don't want these
kind of people coming in and telling us what to do."

Pet abandonments along the New Jersey Shore
tripled this year,  shelter officials from Ocean City,  Cape
May,  Toms River,  and Atlantic County all observed––a proba-
ble effect of the New Jersey Animal Population Control Fund
budget crisis described in the June issue of ANIMAL PEO-
PLE,  which caused a sharp but temporary decline in neutering.

The Journal of the American
Veterinary Medical Association recently
published statistics kept on a controlled
feral cat colony at a Louisiana mental
institution.  "The mortality rate was
about 25% over three years,"  comment-
ed Andrew Rowan of the Center for
Animals and Public Policy at the Tufts
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Marine mammals
Congressional leaders ask

Babbit,  Espy to halt
Alaska wolf massacre
WASHINGTON D.C.––Convinced that Alaska's Board of Game wouldn't yield

to reasonable requests for a humane wolf policy,  30 Congressional leaders on September
22 urged the Clinton administration to intervene and suspend same-day wolf hunts on
public lands.  Letters condemning the wolf-killing,  set to start October 1,  were sent to
Interior Secretary Bruce Babbit and Agriculture Secretary Mike Espy.

Babbitt alone could effectively halt the same-day hunting,  since the Department
of the Interior oversees 90 million acres of Alaska under the Bureau of Land Management,
77 million acres under the Fish and Wildlife Service,  and 54 million acres under the
National Park Service.  The Department of Agriculture has jurisdiction of 23 million
acres. 

"All of us are enormously disturbed by Alaska's unwillingness or inability to do
the right thing and admit this mistake,"  said Rep. Peter DeFazio (D.-Oregon),  the author
of a pending bill that would tighten restrictions on airborne hunting.  "We believe there is
no choice but to appeal straight to Babbitt and Espy to put a stop to this needless and
unsportsmanlike slaughter,"  he continued.  "If that offends Alaska's leaders,  well,  they
have only themselves to blame.  I,  for one,  would applaud more credible efforts by
Alaska to govern its resources wisely."

Earlier this year,  the Alaska Department of Fish and Game backed off a plan to
gun down 475 wolves from aircraft because of a boycott threat by tourists and hunters.
However,  on June 28,  the Board of Game gave the go-ahead for hunters operating under
$15 trapping permits to kill 75% of the total wolf population in a 4,000-square-mile range

FUR
ARE FUR SALES UP OR DOWN?

U.S. retail fur sales rose to $1.1
billion in 1992, ending a four-year slump
during which sales fell from $1.8 billion to
just $1 billion––says the Fur Information
Council of America. 

But the FICA figures,  published
in the September 21 Wall Street Journal,
are open to question––not least because it's
hard to boost sales with markedly fewer
sales outlets.  Nearly half the fur retail out-
lets of five years ago are now out of the fur
business.  Among them are 34 of the 50 out-
lets formerly owned by Evans Inc.,  which
controlled 10% of the U.S. retail fur trade;
20 of the 49 Jindo and Fur Vault franchises;
and the entire Furrari and Antonovich
chains,  both of which went bankrupt. 

Most of the closures,  however,
were boutiques within clothing stores,
rather than fur specialists who account for
most of the FICA membership.  The num-
ber of FICA wholesalers fell from 200 to
150,  but the FICA retail roster dropped
only from 2,400 to 2,200.   The FICA sales
figures are based,  as always,  on a member-
ship poll.  Even if the 1992 poll brought a
representative return,  the margin of error
could be 40% if the projected share of sales
by non-FICA members didn't take into
account the loss of outlets.

Even more telling is the "Fur Price
Index" kept by ANIMAL PEOPLE e d i t o r
Merritt Clifton since the winter of 1987-
1988.  The advertised price of mink coats
last winter,  which account for about 80% of
all fur sales,  hit the lowest level in infla-
tion-adjusted dollars since 1953,  accompa-
nied by even steeper declines in the prices
of coats made from foxes,  raccoons,  coy-

The Dolphin Alliance, o f
Melbourne Beach,  Florida,  announced
September 22 that Bogie and Bacall,  the
Ocean Reef Club dolphins,  will be going
home to the Indian River Lagoon as soon
as they complete rehabilitation with former
"Flipper" trainer Ric O'Barry,  who heads
the closely allied Dolphin Project.
Publicity surrounding the 1988 capture of
Bogie and Bacall influenced the National
Marine Fisheries Service to ban further dol-
phin captures for the benefit of facilities
not open to the public.  When the Ocean
Reef Club was sold recently,  it lost the
grandfather clause enabling it to keep
Bogie and Bacall.

U.S. District Judge John
C o u g h e n o u r of Seattle on August 24
barred the Navy from using 10 trained dol-
phins in a two-week military training exer-
cise with the Canadian Armed Forces and
Coast Guard in Puget Sound.  "I'm just baf-
fled,"  Coughenour said,  "that the Navy
would go ahead this way in view of the
plain meaning of the agreement" that it
signed in January 1991 to scrap a plan to
use Atlantic bottlenosed dolphins to guard
a Puget Sound submarine base.  The
Progressive Animal Welfare Society
delayed the plan by demanding an impact

––Photo by Kim Bartlett



Watertown,  New York,  has a
new humane natural habitat zoo.  Many
thanks to all who helped.  For cards and
material on needed federal zoo and cir-
cus law, contact POB 428,  Watertown,
NY 13601-0428.  Specifiy number.

––ADVERTISEMENT––

otes,  and lynx.  To significantly increase
income despite prices that often fell below
manufacturing cost would be unlikely. 

Projecting from the Fur Price
Index, and calibrating the projection against
the price/revenue ratios of previous years,
Clifton predicted last December that aver-
age sales per remaining retailer would be up
because of the declining number of retail
outlets,  and that profits would increase too,
since surviving retailers were purchasing
stock from bankrupt rivals for as little as 5%
of list value.  Nonetheless, total retail fur
sales figured to be between $648 million
and $740 million––a decrease from $850
million the previous winter,  when the Fur
Price Index projected sales of $950 million.

"FICA could be right and I could
be wrong,"  Clifton said.  "The nature of
estimates is that they include a margin of
error.  But it's good publicity for fur to have
the media heralding a turn-around,  whether
or not there really is one,  and if furriers can
increase their gross by selling at lower
prices from fewer stores,  they're rewriting
the rules of business economics."

–––––––––

FICA's new director of media
relations and government affairs is Karen
Handel, former deputy chief of  staff for
Marilyn Quayle,  wife for former vice presi-
dent Dan Quayle.

Only one fur garment a p p e a r e d
in the whole 107-page Fashion of the Times
fall fashion supplement to The New York
Times––and that was in a paid ad.  

Trapping accounted for 90% of
all pine marten deaths from 1989 through
1992,  according to an ongoing study of the
scarce species in Baxter State Park,  Maine.
Some environmentalists claim pine martens
have become scarce because of the loss of
old growth forest,  but University of Maine
researcher Dan Harrison notes that those in
the study have raised litters successfully in
areas with as little as 3% old growth.

just south of Fairbanks.
"The decision from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game violates the leg-

islative intent of the Federal Airborne Hunting Act of 1971,"  the Congressional letter
said.  "Land-and-shoot hunting in any disguised form is inconsistent with the recognized
principles of sound wildlife management."  The letter urged Babbitt and Espy to "affirm
the right and responsibility of the federal government to preserve the delicate ecological
balance of our public land."

DeFazio said the illogic of the Board of Game's decision bewilders him.
Statewide,  Alaska boasts one million moose and caribou.  In fact,  the size of Alaska's
caribou population has tripled in the last 15 years.  By contrast,  only 6,000 wolves survive
in the state.

"I am puzzled as to why Alaska would bring down this rain of public criticism
on itself,"  he added,  "when its image specialists are working around the clock to portray
it as a trustworthy guardian of wildlife and natural resources,"  in an ongoing effort to
loosen federal controls.  "Wolf kills are a crude attempt to manipulate moose and caribou
populations for a few tourists and pickup truck hunters from Anchorage and Fairbanks,
who are interested in big game but don't want to fly to the bush.  If this is Governor
Hickel's idea of scientifically sound game management,  then the concept of resource
management by Alaska,  for Alaskans,  is in serious trouble."

The letter to Babbitt and Espy,  written by DeFazio,  was co-signed by Elizabeth
Furse of Oregon;   Jolene Unsoeld of Washington;   George Brown,  Ron Dellums,  Tom
Lantos,  Robert Matsui,  Pete Stark,  and Lynn Woolsey of California;  Pat Schroeder of
Colorado;  James Traficant of Ohio;  Andy Jacobs of Indiana;  Bill Clay of Missouri;
Lane Evans of Illinois;  William Lipinski,  Mel Reynolds,  and Sid Yates of Illinois;
Christopher Shays of Connecticut;  Barney Frank of Massachusetts;  Ron Machtley of
Rhode Island;  Dick Swett of New Hampshire;  Carolyn Maloney,  Major Owens,  and
Edolphus Towns of New York;  Robert Torricelli of New Jersey;  Jim Moran of Virginia;
Charlie Rose of North Carolina;  Arthur Ravenel of South Carolina;  and Jim Bacchus and
Harry Johnston of Florida.

––Susan Lindauer
[Press secretary to Rep. Peter DeFazio]

study in an April 1989 lawsuit.  In
November 1989,  Coughenour ruled that
the Navy was obligated to prepare the
study,  under the National Environmental
Policy Act,  but the Navy dropped the plan
instead as part of a general down-sizing.

The U.S. Navy revealed in late
August that it is now using top-secret ultra-
sensitive underwater listening devices orig-
inally deployed to track Russian sub-
marines in a collaboration with Cornell
University in upstate New York to study
the movement and communication patterns
of whales.  "We're finding that blue and fin-
back whales are vocally active throughout
the year,  not just in the winter and spring,
and that their sounds are detectable over
hundreds of miles,"  said Cornell biologist
Christopher Clark.

John Grobler of the Reuter
news agency was apparently the only
reporter to penetrate the wall of security
Namibia placed around the August mas-
sacre of 48,000 seal pups,  whose pelts
were sold to Europe while their dried penis-
es went to Asia.  "We will not allow the
media to sabotage our economic endeav-
ors,"  said Reimo Kankondi,  permanent
secretary for the Namibian ministry of
wildlife,  conservation and tourism.

The Alliance of Marine Mammal
Parks and Aquariums has dispatched an
emergency medical team to the financially
troubled Reino Aventura aquarium in
Mexico City to treat Keiko,  the orca who
starred in the hit film Free Willie,  for life-
threatening immune system deficiencies
resulting from poor living conditions.
"There are serious concerns that Keiko may
not live long enough to be transported to a
better home if these conditions persist,"
said Vancouver Aquarium director John
Nightingale.

(Photos by Kim Bartlett)



Editor's note:   The people grouped under the heading "Animal Collectors,"
below,  call themselves animal rescuers.  The others,  purportedly,  sought to make
money.   In each case,  however,  regardless of alleged motive,  the pathology and cir -
cumstances of the perpetrators seems to be the same.  As humane investigator Lewis R.
Plumb of the Promotion of Animal Welfare Society in Paradise,  California wrote about
a case he and his wife prosecuted,  "When two people are living in a mobile home with
hundreds of dogs,  with feces all over the floors and even on the bed,  when in one small
container a mother poodle nurses two dead puppies who have been left in the cage,
when three dead puppies are in the freezer next to a frozen turkey and some ice cream,
then you get the idea that it just maybe is not so much criminality as insanity.  How
should these people be humanely dealt with?  As it is now,  each felony cruelty count
under California law carries a maximum penalty of one year is prison,  a maximum fine
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Ann Morris,  67, of Eatonton,
Georgia,  was held in jail September 15 and
charged with seven counts of cruelty,  while
her mother,  Anna Laura Tuggle,  86,  was sent
to a psychiatric hospital for evaluation,  after
Putnam County Sheriff Gene Resseau led a
raid on their property that found more than 300
dogs and cats in filthy conditions,  along with
the remains of numerous animals who appar-
ently either starved or died of disease.  "I knew
what was going on out there,"  Resseau told
Macon Telegraph reporter Larry Tillman Jr.
"We had been up there several times."
Resseau hesitated to remove the animals,
however,  partly because Morris and Tuggle
responded to overtures from the county social
service agency by hiring a lawyer,  and partly
because the county has no animal shelter.
Virtually all of the animals seized September
15 were euthanized after a veterinary examina-

Horses
On February 2,  1991,  the

FBI arrested Tommy Burns,  32,  out-
side a horse barn in Gainesville,
Florida, moments after he and confeder-
ate Harlow Arlie broke a horse’s leg with
a crowbar to enable the owner to collect
an insurance policy.  Nearly three years
later,  Burns is still telling the feds what
he knows about killing horses for insur-
ance.  He claims to have killed 13 to 15
show horses himself,  earning a total of
about $150,000 over 10 years,  including
$40,000 for one special job.  Usually,
Burns has testified,  he electrocuted horses
in such a way that the deaths appeared to
be from colic.  He claims his clients
included some of the most prominent peo-
ple in the show horse business.   Burns has
also been questioned about the 1977 dis-
appearance of Helen Brach,  a Chicago
candy heiress who had accused two of
Burns’ older associates of cheating her in
a horse purchase.  The Helen V. Brach
Foundation,  which makes grants to vari-
ous animal-related charities,  was set up
through her will.  She is presumed dead,
but her remains have not been found,  and

“Thousands of horses are dying
from thirst and starvation in the
drought-stricken Australian Outback,”
University of Prince Edward Island animal
behaviorist Sharon Cregier told A N I M A L
P E O P L E after returning from a late-sum-
mer fact-finding mission.  “The terrain
requires an innovative approach to control.
A significant group of government officials,
but by no means all,  favors helicopter
shoots,”  the traditional Australian approach
to wild horses.  “They could learn from the
Vietnam experience,”  Cregier continued.
As Vietnam veterans who served as heli-
copter door gunners can testify,
“Helicopter shoots require many passes and
a fusilade of bullets to begin to do their
work” against scattered,  fast-moving tar-
gets.  “They are not as clean as the propo-
nents would like to believe.”

Animal Collectors
municipal judge William D. Evans ruled that
even though 50 dogs removed from her prop-
erty March 6,  "were not taken care of and not
in good health,"  recklessness had not been
proven.  Stevenson reclaimed 36 dogs from the
Wayne County Humane Society the next day,
leaving 17 behind after her barn burned
August 27. The fate of the 36 dogs is
unknown.  Having already spent $20,000 to
feed and house Stevenson's dogs,  the WCHS
billed her $3,060 for boarding those still in
custody.  Stevenson contested the bill and
sued,  asking to get those dogs back.
Stephenson meanwhile was convicted by a
jury September 21 on two counts of aggravat-
ed menacing and one of obstructing official
business,  for waving a gun at WCHS director
LuAnn Bonewitz during the March 6 raids.
Humane officials also won a round on August
24,  as Summit County judge James Murphy

of $20,000,  and restitituion of all costs of impoundment."  Because such people usually
are penniless to begin with,  the financial penalties are no deterrent.  

"The real disgrace,"  Plumb continued, "is that this is the third time these same
people have been caught in the same situation.  There is no requirement for these people
to register as animal cruelty offenders,"  as sex offenders are registered in many states,
"so that proper watch can periodically be made to prevent recurrence."

Perhaps it's time to quit drawing artificial distinctions between such cases based
on what the people say they are doing,  which appears to have more to do with what they
think is socially acceptable than with what they are actually doing,  and focus upon pre -
vention,  using a system of intervention similar to those evolving in the child protection
and spouse abuse areas.  This may require founding a branch of animal law based on
family law rather than criminal law.  Since child and spouse abuse prevention authorities
are already in strong agreement that animal abuse is often a component of a family situa -
tion requiring intervention,  such a shift in the legal treatment of certain cruelty cases
may be easier to achieve than simply strengthening general cruelty statutes,  which in any
event have proved ineffective against most collectors.

Worth noting is that a 1981 study of 50 animal collectors by psychologists Dooley
Worth and Alan Beck discovered that while most become socially isolated and mistrustful
of authority,  they usually don't start out that way.  They typically begin collecting fairly
early in life,  motivated by normal compassion combined with an abnormally obsessive
fear of death,  but problems don't begin until the time and expense devoted to animal care
causes loss of human social interactions and anxiety over running into legal trouble
brings further withdrawal,  rather than an appeal for help.



The Alberta SPCA won convic-
tions against three farmers during the summer
for starving and neglecting animals.  Dwayne
Berreth of Olds was barred from keeping cattle
for three years after pleading guilty to starving
380 cows,  six of whom had to be euthanized.
It was Berreth's second conviction for starving

his herd in less than two years.  Earle and
Irwin Barkley of Balzac were each fined
$1,500 for starving their dairy cattle and fail-
ing to remove manure from their barn.,  while
Frances Giles of LaGlace was barred from
keeping horses for the next 18 months.

Pleading guilty September 8 to
two of 60 cruelty counts filed against her on
July 28,  Elizabeth M. Schultz,  54,  of Enfield,
Connecticut,  drew two years on probation
while the remaining counts were dropped.
Police found 45 dogs at Schultz's home in
Enfield, plus six dead dogs in the refrigerator,
and 13 more live dogs,  three dead dogs,  and
two cats at another home Schultz owned in
nearby Windsor Locks.  According to Enfield
dog warden Fred Provencher,  the dogs had
been fed,  but were confined in cages atop
four-to-five inch layers of feces.  Schultz is
still advertising rat terriers for sale in at least
one leading dog magazine.

The Maine Animal Welfare
D i v i s i o n on August 25 declined to cite sled
dog breeder/racer Ted Richards,  58,  of
Palmyra,  after failing to find a dead dog that
was reportedly on his property.  "The place is
in absolutely deplorable condition,"  reported
investigator Wendell Storey,  "but his 27 dogs
are not mistreated.  They are healthy,  lovable,
loving dogs.  Quite honestly,  I think the guy is
starving himself to feed the dogs."  Richards

has previously been in trouble with authorities
in Corinna,  Cornville,  and Skowhegan for
keeping dogs in unsanitary conditions.

Don and Charlotte Spiegel, of
Butte County,  California, initially denied
that they were breeding 279 miniature poodles
seized from a filth-filled trailer on July
28––although their records showed they had
produced 47 litters in six months––but they
dropped an appeal of a court order releasing
the poodles for adoption after all the adoptable
dogs were neutered.  The first set of cruelty
charges was dismissed August 26 on technical
grounds.  On September 14, the county district
attorney recharged the Spiegels with 32 felony
cruelty counts,  247 cruelty misdemeanors,
and one count of illegally operating a kennel.

James Koh,  59,  of Salem,  New
Hampshire, was charged with cruelty on
August 31 after police removed 16 German
shepherds from cages that rescuers suspect
hadn't been cleaned in at least a year.  "I've
never seen animals in this much excrement,"
said veterinarian Jim Rausch.  Koh owns the
Walk Hill Market in Boston.

tion.  Tuggle,  suffering from malnutrition,
was eventually committed to a nursing home;
Morris is barred from the premises.

A requirement in Ohio law that
prosecutors must prove "recklessness" t o
win negligent cruelty convictions  is inhibiting
action against both animal collectors and ken-
nel operators.  Kennel owner Eileen Myers
recently won reversal of two cruelty convic-
tions because the judge failed to instruct the
jury that it must find recklessness to convict.
Meyers has now sued the Medina County
SPCA for prosecuting her,  while the SPCA is
appealing the reversal to the state Supreme
Court.  Meanwhile,  alleged animal collector
Norma Stevenson,  46,  of West Salem was
acquited August 24 when Wayne County

no suspects have been charged.
University of Pennsylvania ani-

mal behaviorist Sue McDonnell and vet-
erinarians Robert Kenney and Charles
Love have been studying the sex life of
horses since 1991 with aid of a $338,000,
five-year grant from the National Institutes
of Health.  Having discovered that horses
often have the same sexual disfunctions as
people when asked to copulate on demand
with total strangers,  they’ve developed a
technique for using drug injections to
induce stallions to ejaculate.  The semen is
then used in artificial insemination.

Rivals of fugitive cocaine king
and animal smuggler Pablo Escobar
stole his jailed brother Roberto's prize stal-
lion Terremoto from his ranch in rural
Colombia during July,  castrated him,  and
returned him on August 21.  As a stud,
Terremoto was valued at $1 million.

The American Horse Protec-
tion Association has scheduled training
seminars for equine cruelty investigators at
the University of Connecticut in Storrs,
October 29-30,  and Clemson University
in South Carolina,  during early April,
1994.  Get details at 202-965-0500.

The wild horse population of
Roraima state,  Brazil, is down from
circa 4,000 to just 200 in recent years,  as
ranchers shoot or tame them.  According
to Embrapa,  the Brazilian national agri-
cultural research institute,  the Roraima
horses accelerate faster than thorough-
breds and can maintain their top speed of
about 40 miles an hour longer.  They have
a more varied diet than most horses,  but
eat mainly cashew fruit.  Embrapa is seek-
ing legal protection for the horses, but the
Roraima government is notoriously resis-
tant to enforcing any laws to protect ani-
mals,  the environment,  or native people.

The California Horse Adoption
and Protection Society,  of Carmel,
California,  has become the Redwings
Horse Sanctuary of America,  forming an
affiliation with the Redwings Horse
Sanctuary of England,  which has rescued
about 1,600 equines to date. 

Bureau of Land Management
wild horse auctions scheduled from late
August through October have been can-
celled,  and the BLM wild horse adoption
program has been suspended in all 31 states
east of the Mississippi,  pending completion
of a probe into the deaths of four horses in
transit between August 13 and 15.  All four
died of salmonella poisoning,  as did anoth-
er five horses earlier in the year.  The hors-
es apparently developed salmonella when
their immune systems were weakened by
stress.  They were among a group of 97
who were captured June 24 in Nevada,
trucked to California for vaccination and
blood tests,  and then hauled to Allentown,
New Jersey.

ruled that the Humane Society of Greater
Akron acted properly in taking 20 animals
from Carl Moskoff on April 21,  and ordered
him to pay restitution of $1,680. Seventeen of
the 20 animals were euthanized due to illness
or injury;  two more died later.  The case isn't
over,  as Moskoff has sued the humane society.

Frances Palermo,  62, of East
Meadow, N.Y., drew three years on probation
Sept. 2for keeping 200 cats in unsanitary con-
ditions,  and was given 60 days to dispose of
all but three of the cats found in her apartment
in an August 1992 raid.  The Nassau League
for Animal Protection/ SPCA had asked that
Palermo be given six months to place the cats,
since she will not allow any of them to be euth-
anized.

Kennel raids

Cruelty to livestock

TOMAHAWK LIVE TRAPS
Traps Alive!

The Guaranteed Trap

•We have 63 years of manufacturing
experience.

• Others have tried to copy us;  but
we guarantee you will be satisfied or

your money back!
• Low Prices––Wholesale

to all humane societies 
and animal control agencies.

Call 800/27-A-Trap!
Tomahawk Live Trap Co.

P.O. Box 323
Tomahawk,  WI  54487

715/453-3550
FAX 715/453-4326
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DALTON,  Georgia––”Living on the buckle of
the Bible Belt,  where every harsh,  cruel thing done to ani-
mals seems to have so-called divine justification,  is at
times intolerable,”  says Linda McClure-Woodham.  “I can
count the number of animal activists in Dalton on the fin-
gers of one hand.  But I keep writing my column in the
hope that maybe,  just maybe,  it is reaching those who
would never read ANIMAL PEOPLE or any other publi-
cation like it.”

For just over three years,  McClure-Woodham
has ghostwritten two installments a month of a pet advice
column called Gizzmo for the Dalton Advertiser, a twice-
a-week newspaper with a circulation of 34,000.  The osten-
sible author is her Chihuahua mix,  Gizzmo,  whom she
adopted from the local pound five years ago,  at age six
months,  as the dog was headed for the gas chamber.
Gizzmo answers fictitious letters sent in from other ani-
mals––some actually submitted by human readers on
behalf of their animals,  some invented to illustrate other
issues McClure-Woodham wants to address.

“I felt a column with letters from animals and
answered by a dog would get attention,”  she explains.  The
column debuted in the newsletter of the Humane Society of
Northwest Georgia,  which McClure-Woodhan helped
found in 1988,  and served as president,  vice-president,
and director of education until,  “My agenda and that of the
membership became too polarized for me to be produc-
tive.”  Meanwhile,  she had convinced the A d v e r t i s e r t o
publish Gizzmo on a trial basis.  The trial succeeded.

“Gizzmo is said to be the most popular feature of
the paper,”  McClure-Woodham says,  “but my reason for
writing it is not recognition.”  Nor is it money;  she isn’t
paid.  “I am trying to at least plant a few seeds of kindness
is a town where the county animal control ordinance per-
mits the killing of free-roaming female dogs in heat,  and
chaining dogs is considered humane.  Even if people read
the column in a fur coat or on their way to a raccoon hunt,
at least the words have entered their minds and maybe their
hearts.  Gizzmo and I frequently receive requests to speak

at schools,  civic clubs,  and other organizations,”
McClure-Woodham continues,  including Sunday school
classes and Bible clubs,  where the alleged divine justifica-
tions for animal abuse are increasingly yielding to a more
encompassing interpretation of the Golden Rule.

That in itself is something of a victory,  McClure-
Woodham feels.  “Dalton is located in Whitfield County,
in the northwest corner of Georgia,”  she explains.  That’s
where the hill country meets the Appalachian mountains.
As self-proclaimed home to the carpet industry,  “Dalton at
one time had more millionaires per capita than Atlanta,”
McClure-Woodham adds.  “There is much support for the
arts,  and the schools are rated as some of the best in the
state.  However,  in many neighborhoods $500,000 homes
share the same power lines as four-room shacks.  The illit-
eracy rate is 52%.”  

Animals don't vote
Animals aren't even a low public priority.  “The

city of Dalton has one animal control officer for 95,000
human residents,  and the county animal control depart-
ment has four employees to cover 291 square miles,”
McClure-Woodham states.  “Both the city and the county
have sections in their animal control ordinances pertaining
to the humane care of animals,  but this section is rarely
enforced.  There are too many miles,  too few employees,
and too many stray dog complaints to worry about the dogs
chained in the 100-degree sun or the cats starving in trailer
parks.  Here,  as in so many other rural areas,  government
officials prefer to control the animals after they are born,
rather than before.  One of our county commissioners
recently said it would be too much of an inconvenience for
residents to come to the courthouse once a year,  if a
licensing ordinance was passed in conjunction with a neu-
tering program.  At present,  not one cent of the joint ani-
mal control budget is spent on education or neutering.
Animals are adopted out to anyone with the fee,  no ques-
tions asked.”

McClure-Woodham has ambitions of changing
that.  “Last year I formed Georgia Citizens for Animals,”
she recounts.  “Our newspaper statement and opposition
for the local Board of Commissioners helped unseat four of
the five members who ran for re-election.  These commis-
sioners had been boldly anti-animal,  refusing to make
even small concessions for the benefit of animals because
they were angry over the media coverage of conditions at
the dog pound,  which the Humane Society of Northwest
Georgia exposed in 1988.  The new board is definitely an
improvement over the last.”

Meanwhile,  she writes more installments of
G i z z m o.  “The paper is ultra-conservative,”   she says,
“and I am edited frequently if a fact or specific statement
might offend or upset a narrow mind in the community.  I
often feel hopeless and helpless,  but I keep going.” 

[Gizzmo is available to other newspapers c/o 201
Van Buren Drive,  Dalton,  GA  30721.]

Linda McClureWoodham and Gizzmo

Advice from a dog
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The USDA on September 3

Crimes against humans
Drifters Mark Kohut and Charles
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New York City Friends of the

Primarily Primates
Originally set for September 13,
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charged animal dealer Jerry Vance,  46,  of
Europa,  Mississippi,  with failing to keep
accurate records of the sources and destinations
of dogs and cats sold to laboratories.  The
charges came a week after the CBS news pro-
g r a m Eye to Eye with Connie Chung f o c u s e d
on accusations that Vance sells stolen pets.
According to In Defense of Animals,  which
has monitored the case,  Vance sells animals to
Texas A&M and the Cedars Sinai Medical
Center in Los Anglees.  Three other dealers
who formerly supplied Cedars Sinai have been
convicted of pet theft.  A third client,
Mississippi State University,  dropped Vance,
and asked people whose pet might be in their
laboratories to inquire at 601-984-1100.  The
USDA has not charged Jeff Hodges,  30,  of
Vaiden,  also targeted by  Eye to Eye,  who is
both a laboratory animal supplier and animal
control officer for the town of Winona.

David Seidelman,  animal control
officer for Ionia County,  Michigan, s i n c e
1967,  was fired August 19 and arrested for
willful neglect of duty and failure to uphold the

Wildlife crimes
Police in northern Delhi state,

I n d i a , on September 4 arrested an alleged
go-between for poachers and smugglers and
seized the bones of 20 tigers,  43 panther
skins,  and the skins of 163 other animals.
The remains were en route to China for use
in making traditional medicines.

In the first court test of a
Taiwanese law against smuggling rhinocer-
ous parts,  adopted in 1985 but not previous-
ly enforced,  three men and one woman on
August 28 drew jail terms ranging from 14
months to three and a half years.  The four
were caught receiving 3,080 pounds of rhino
and deer horns,  in cartons marked "glass-
ware,"  in December 1992.  The shipment
was relayed through New Zealand.

The Maine Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service are examining the
remains of a wolf-like animal that a bear
hunter shot in early September near
Greenville.  If the animal turns out to have
been a wolf rather than a wolf hybrid,  the
hunter may be charged with illegally killing
an endangered species.

R o u r k were convicted September 7 in West
Palm Beach,  Florida,  of kidnapping,  robbing,
and trying to murder an Afro-American tourist,
Christopher Wilson,  on New Year's Day 1993
by burning him alive.  In May 1991,  Animal
Control in Joliet,  Illinois,  seized four starving
pit bull terriers from Rourk, whom neighbors
accused of breaking puppies' necks with his
hands and feeding live mice to pet piranhas.

Charged with beating to death
four-year-old Derrick Robie on August 2 in
Savona,  New York,  Eric Smith,  13,  was
known around the neighborhood where both
boys lived for having systematically strangled
a neighbor's cat with a laundry hose clamp
four years earlier.

Donna Hauck,  23, was arrested
September 4 in Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  for allegedly
using a pit bull terrier as a weapon while steal-
ing beer from a corner store.  Hauck,  her hus-
band Joseph Meyers,  24,  and his brother
Michael,  19,  were also charged with endan-
gering the welfare of a child and resisting
arrest.  Police found them living in "squalid
conditions" in an unfinished basement.

Activism
The Washington state Supreme

Court will hear a cross-appeal this month of a
1992 state Superior Court verdict that the
University of Washington must give the
Progressive Animal Welfare Society essential
data about a pending grant application by
researcher Gene Sackett,  who applied to raise
infant monkeys in total isolation for up to one
year to encourage self-mutilation.  Institutions
usually release details of projects only after
funding is secured.  Argues PAWS animal
issues director Mitchell Fox,  "By then it's too
late for the public to be involved in any discus-
sion about the appropriateness of the experi-
ment and its use of animals."  The case began
in 1990.   In 1991,  before it got to court,  the
National Institutes of Health rejected Sackett's
application,  but both sides fought on to clarify
the public's right of access to information.

Local activists have pledged a
prompt court test of an ordinance against
picketing in residential neighborhoods,  adopt-
ed September 14 in Montgomery County,
Maryland,  in response to protests outside the
homes of biomedical researchers.  The ordi-
nance is opposed by the American Civil
Liberties Union and the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People,  as
well as animal rights groups.

The February 25 conviction of
Illinois anti-hunting activist Steve Hindi for
allegedly disrupting last year's DuPage County
Forest Preserve deer cull was overturned
September 14 because the judge failed to
advise Hindi that he could have a jury trial.
Three witnesses avere that Hindi was not the
protester whom police chased out of the area,
and was not within the preserve at the time.

law.  In July Seidelman told Kim Snyder of
Grand Rapids that her Laborador retriever and
a beagle puppy had been shot for harrassing
livestock,  after they vanished from their pen.
Incredulous,  Snyder complained to the county
commissioners.  Seidelman then retrieved the
Lab from R&R Research Breeders in Howard
City,  which sells animals to laboratories .  The
beagle puppy's fate is still unknown.

Wisconsin animal dealer Erving
Stebane,  72,  was acquitted of cruelty o n
August 6 for having killed and butchered a dog
at request of two undercover operatives of Last
Chance for Animals, as LCA founder Chris
DeRose clandestinely videotaped the action.
The court ruled that Stebane had been wrong-
fully entrapped,  ordering the return of the 143
dogs who were seized from him in July,  when
the charges were filed.  The dogs were placed
in shelters throughout the state.  After the LCA
video ran on TV,  Stebane reportedly had trou-
ble finding truck drivers to go get the dogs, at
least six of whom meanwhile vanished in shel-
ter break-ins.

The Progressive Animal Welfare
Society reports that it has been able to locate
only 19 of 104 people listed as sources of the
roughly 1,000 dogs Dave Knight of Eatonville,
Washington,  has sold to the University of
Washington during the past two years––and
one source who was found refused to say
where he got the 81 dogs he sold to Knight.

Maynard Lauterborn,  33,  and
Kenneth Zaleski,  31, were charged with
grand larceny August 30 in Dix Hills,  New
York,  for allegedly stealing a Lhasa Apso and
holding her for $200 ransom.

The USDA has fined animal deal-
ers Michael and Kathy McCall o f
Washington,  Kansas,  $7,500 for numerous
violations of the Animal Welfare Act.

Darren Thurston,  23,  was ordered
to pay restitution of $73,725 and given a sus-
pended prison term on September 3 for his part
in a break-in at a University of Alberta labora-
tory kennel on June 1,  1992,  and in an arson
attack against the Billingsate Fish Company on
December 14,  1991.  Thurston pleaded guilty
on August 19 to reduced charges of breaking
and entering and arson,  after spending 14
months in the Edmonton jail.  The North
American Animal Liberation Front Supporters
Group,  operating from an Edmonton post
office box,  announced the sentencing with a
flyer that identified a key witness in the case by
her complete name,  town of residence,  and
date of birth.

Beth Morgan,  30, of Fife Lake,
M i c h i g a n,   was arraigned August 30 for
allegedly refusing to surrender a fawn to state
wardens on July 19. The fawn was orphaned by
a roadkill and taken to Morgan,  who has an
80-acre farm,  by members of a local wildlife
group.  Although Morgan is reputedly an expe-
rienced wildlife rehabilitator,  she does not
have a state rehabilitation permit.  The fawn
was subsequently taken to a licensed rehabilita-
tor,  and will eventually be released.

Texas assistant attorney general John
Vinson's motion to remove Primarily
Primates founder Wallace Swett from the
sanctuary has been postponed to October 5
due to delays in obtaining Swett's deposi-
tions,  Vinson told ANIMAL PEOPLE a t
deadline.  Vinson intervened after Swett
"fired" longtime Primarily Primates board
members Melissa Karron and Kay Trevino
last summer,  who had confronted him over
ongoing alleged mismanagment.  (See "Civil
war within rescue groups,"  September 1993.) 

Ferret applied September 17 for a federal
injunction to stop enforcement of the city
ban on ferrets,  which are legal everywhere
else in New York state.  About 10,000 fer-
rets live in New York City illegally.

A Petland store clerk in St.
Clairsville,  Ohio,  grabbed a contraband-
prairie dog and ran into West Virginia on
Sept. 17 to  keep him from being seized by
state agricultural inspectors.
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A Place for Grace,  by Jean Davies Okimoto,  illustrated by Doug
Keith. Sasquatch Books (1931 2nd Ave.,  Seattle,  WA  98101),  1993,  36 pages,
hardcover $14.95.

The amazing Grace of this story is a small stray dog on the streets of San
Francisco,  who aspires to become a guide dog,  fails the height requirement,  and becomes a
hearing dog instead with the aid of Charlie,  an astute human.  Children,  who are always
finding themselves too small to do things,  will readily identify with Grace and will love
Doug Keith's gently funny illustrations.  But A Place for Grace isn't just a good dog story.
It's also a quick introduction to the duties,  requirements, and training of hearing dogs,  who
usually are clever mongrels,  and,  somewhat as an afterthought,  to the world of the deaf.
If A Place for Grace has a fault,  it's that it presumes too much prior knowledge of deaf cul-
ture on the part of the very young readers.  "Signing" pops up with no explanation of what it
is,  although the sign alphabet appears on the cover liner,  and there is relatively little discus-
sion of the difficulties of functioning in mechanized society without hearing.  Fortunately,
many children will infer the essentials from the art.  A must for school libraries!

Animal Rights,  by Charles Patterson. Enslow Publishers (Bloy Street &
Ramsey Ave.,  Box 177,  Hillside,  NJ  07205-0777),  1993,  104 pages,  hardcover
$17.95.  [ISBN 0-89490-468-X]

Aimed at junior high school level readers,  Charles Patterson's Animal Rights pro-
vides a succinct resume of the leading animal rights issues and the post-1975 history of the
animal rights movement.  While the overview is reasonably trustworthy,  including sum-
maries of the opposition arguments in response to various animal rights concerns,   Patterson
repeatedly errs in detail through excessive reliance upon animal rights literature for his fac-
tual documentation,  particularly materials provided by People for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals,  which contain many of the same exagerations and distortions.  For instance,
Patterson approximately doubles the number of Americans killed each year in hunting acci-
dents,  the number of dogs used in laboratory research,  and the number of animals eutha-
nized each year in pounds and shelters.  He also multiplies the number of animals killed in
furbearer traps tenfold.  In each case,  the numbers he uses are at least a decade out of date.
Further,  Patterson garbles his description of the dairy and veal industries by asserting that
all surplus male calves go to vealers,  a description purportedly verified by Gene Bauston of
Farm Sanctuary.  As almost any farm child knows and the commodities price listings in
daily newspapers indirectly verify,  most dairy cattle are cross-bred with Herefords and
other "meat" breeds to produce offspring,  both male and female,  who will be raised for

Books for children
who love animals

Brendan (the cat) and Wolf (the child).  Photo by Kim Bartlett.

Getting Down To Earth: A Call to Environmental Action,  by John
H e i d t k e. Paulist Press (997 Macarthur Blvd.,  Mahwah, NJ 07430),  1993,  179
pages,  paper $9.95.  [ISBN 0-8091-9571-2]

The New Complete Guide To Environmental Care e r s,  by the
Environmental Careers Org a n i z a t i o n.  Island Press (1718 Connecticut Ave.
NW, Suite 300,  Washington DC 20009),  1993,  364 pages,  paper $15.95.  [ISBN 1-
55963-178-3]

This book is definitely not your
run-of-the-mill environmental textbook for
young adults.  John Heidtke is more ambi-
tious and, ultimately, more basic in his
goal.  Urging his readers to discover and
define their own moral values, he combines
the emerging personal awareness of adoles-
cence with environmental ethics, and there-
by encourages the development of an inte-
grated ecological conscience.

Each chapter is a survey/work-
sheet designed to help students recognize
the values inherent in common situations
and to apply them in their own lives.
Quotes from the Bible and from modern
nature philosophers illustrate each step of
the process.  Sample situations deal with
recycling, energy conservation and, quite

frequently, the rights of non-human ani-
mals.  Two suggested activities are to
“protest violations of animal rights” and to
“adopt an endangered or protected animal
at a zoo or through an environmental
group”.

The book’s most powerful state-
ments, however, are contained in the six
thumbnail biographies of famous role mod-
els.  St. Francis of Assisi is an obvious
choice, while Thoreau and Muir are includ-
ed for their influence on the modern envi-
ronmental movement.  While each sketch
is well-written, the essay on Rachel Carson
is particularly affecting for those of us who
were young adults  ourselves when S i l e n t
Spring was first published.

Aside from health care,  environ-
mental concern will create more employ-
ment opportunities in the near future than
any other service sector of the economy,
according to many career counselors.  This
guide––completely updated–– offers an
introduction to the myriad possibilities.

Each chapter begins with educa-
tional or training requirements to cover a

job description of a park ranger (“heavy
job responsibilities coupled with mediocre
pay”) or getting started as an environmen-
tal journalist (“Get published.  Do not wait
to be paid.”)  Each chapter  also includes
case studies and interviews with profes-
sionals working in the field.

This guide would be an invalu-
able tool for anyone contemplating a career



Dates & Projects lists,  at no charge,
public participant activities for which there
is no more than a nominal admission fee.
Send full details on your event to ANIMAL
PEOPLE,  POB 205,  Shushan,  NY 12873.

October 10-13:  American Humane Assn.
Natl. Training Conference,  Hyatt Regency,
Baltimore,  Md.  Info:  800-227-4645.
October 16: "Companion Animals in
Crisis,"  sponsored by the Iowa Alliance for
Animals, at Holiday Inn Gateway Center,
Ames,  Iowa..  $45 registration. 
October 23-24:  "Open Hearts,  Open
Minds,"  a conference on humane educa-
tion,  at Harvard Divinity School in
Cambridge,  Mass.  Info:  617-523-6020.
November 1-3: Independent Pet and
Animal Transportation Assn. and American
Boarding Kennel Assn. annual conferences,
in Burlington,  Vt.  Info:  903-769-2847.
November 2-9-16:  "Animal Rights and
Human Obligations,"  class taught by
Jacquie Lewis at Daley College,  Chicago,
Illinois.  Info:  312-925-8227.
November 6-7: "Whose Wildlife Is It
Anyway?",  Fund for Animals and Wildlife
Protection League conference in Redondo
Beach,  California.   Info:  707-451-1306.
November 8:  "Animal Rights:  An Idea
Whose Time Has Come?",  panel discus-
sion with Ingrid Newkirk,  Tom Regan,
and Charles Patterson,  New School,  New
York City.  Info:  212-229-5690.
November 20: Thanksgiving potluck in
Moorestown,  N.J.,  held by the Vegetarian
Society of S. Jersey.  Info:  609-983-3964.
November 21: Thanksgiving potluck in
Baltimore,  held by the Vegetarian
Resource Group.  Info:  410-366-VEGE..
November 25:  Thanksgiving dinner host-
ed by the Vegetarian Society of
Washington D.C.  Info:  301-889-0722.
November 26: Fur Free Friday.

DATES & PROJECTS

slaughter in fields and feedlots just like any other "beef" animal.  Their lifespan,  on average,
will be two to three years.  Only a relatively small percentage,  virtually all of them male
calves from "pure" dairy breeds,  end up spending four-month lives in veal crates.  Young
forensic debaters who use Animal Rights as a resource will be discredited and humiliated
by well-informed opponents,  no matter how flimsy the opponents' own positions. 

The Chicken Gave It To Me,  by Anne Fine,   illustrated by Cynthia
Fisher. Little,  Brown and Co. (34 Beacon St.,  Boston,  MA  02108-1493),  77 pages,
hardcover $12.95.

Disturbed by Nazi oppression of minorities,  Franz Kafka in 1937 wrote a memo-
rable novella, Metamorphosis, about a fellow who went to bed a human,  woke up as a giant
cockroach,  and suffered ostracism and abuse as the inescapable consequence.  Thirty years
ago,  student literary magazines were stuffed with variants in which white people woke up
black.  Now Anne Fine crosses the role reversal theme with the Korean War-vintage joke in
which a fortune cookie contains a note reading,  "Help!  I'm a prisoner in a Chinese fortune
cookie factory."  The theme here,  though,  is neither racism nor the plight of  pilots reported
missing in action,  but rather speciesism,  and in particular the treatment of chickens on fac-
tory farms.  A literate chicken who's been sprung from battery caging by people-eating little
green men from outer space crusades on behalf of humans,  while persuading two children to
become vegetarian animal rights crusaders.  Unfortunately,  the potentially comic aspects are
lost in heavy-handed,  tedious,  and ultimately boring polemic.  And why did Fine name her
heroine "Gemma,"  the name many children and children's books use for "Grandma"?
Confusion in the opening pages is an ominous portent of things to come.  Ultimately,
Metamorphosis is a stronger statement on behalf of both animals and people,  and has a bet-
ter chance of making it to student reading lists.

––Merritt Clifton

Religion & Animals
Islamic scholar Kanan Makiya

asks fellow Moslems to completely reject
all forms of cruelty,  including to animals,
in War,  Tyranny,  Uprising,  and the Arab
W o r l d,  a history of the Sadaam Hussein
regime in Iraq.  (W.W. Norton., New York,
367 pp.,  $22.95 hardcover.)

Makiya scores fellow Middle
Eastern intellectuals for not condemning
massacre,  rape,  torture,  and censorship.
"It's not that people haven't spoken out,"
he told New York Times writer Joseph
Cincotti.  "But when the choice is a priority
of struggle against the West or Israel,  cru-
elty isn't even an issue.  I want to make it
one.  People can change.  I insist on it."

Makiya's book focuses on state-
sponsored cruelty in Iraq,  especially to dis-
sident Kurds,  Shiites,  and their children.

––Cathy Young Czapla

wide range of reader interests.  It also
details salaries and other expectations for
each career choice.  Advice is always hon-
est, whether the authors are discussing the

change, for students planning their future
or, especially, for educators, who will
appreciate the extensive lists of resources
accompanying the text.

Evoe Press

Meeting of minds
Isaiah,  Voltaire,  and

Alfred the Great weigh the nature
of justice and compassion, as
Zookie's fate hangs in the bal -
ance.

––Photo by Kim Bartlett

Give 
ANIMAL PEOPLE 

to your library!
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CLASSIFIEDS
NON-LEATHER SHOES make the world
better for animals.  We have the largest
selection of anyone.  Catalog,  $1.00;  with
credit toward purchase.  Heartland Products
LTD,  Box 218,  Dakota City,  IA  50529.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

ANIMAL LOVERS: Enjoy over 70
exceptional products,  NEVER tested on
animals,  all environmentally friendly and
made in the U.S.A.  Get all your personal,
household,  dental,  medical,  laundry & pet
care products wholesale–direct.  Free cata-

A View to a Death in the Morning:
Hunting and Nature Through History,  by
Matt Cartmill.  Harvard University Press (79 Garden
St.,  Cambridge,  MA 02138-1499),  1993.  331 pages,
hardcover.  $29.95.

A traditional fox-hunting song,  "D'ye ken John
Peel,"  gave Matt Cartmill his title;  it appears in a stanza in
which the hunters follow their dogs "from a find to a check,
from a check to a view,  from a view to a death in the morn-
ing."  Despite the title,  Cartmill spends little time on fox-
hunting,  boar-hunting,  bear-hunting,  wolf-hunting,  bad-
ger-hunting,  coon-hunting,  fishing,  fowling,  and falconry.
The theory,  practice,  myths,  and effects on its practition-
ers of deer hunting are the focus of his chapters about hunt-
ing,  from the ancient Greeks to B a m b i . Those chapters
which concentrate on nature are more diffuse.

Cartmill begins by surveying the background of
the anthropological myth of man as killer ape,  whose
humanity was essentially formed by his meat-eating.  This
theory was first put forward in Charles Darwin's time,
enjoyed considerable popularity through the middle years of
this century,  and by the 1970s was being vigorously
debunked both by the scientific community,  which took
issue with the evidence,  and by pacifists and feminists,
who took issue with the theoretical underpinnings of the
idea.  Nonetheless,  as Cartmill shows,  the myth remains
strong in contemporary American society,  particularly
among hunters.  Similar attitudes,  though without the mod-
ern anthropological theorizing,  have been common
throughout western European history.  Cartmill feels that
this myth may encapsulate some significant insight of male
mankind into his own nature.

Cartmill seems to suggest that this insight is about
how sick it is to go out and kill animals or people on pur-
pose,  for fun.  However,  he goes to considerable effort to

be even-handed,  to the point where the reader may long for
a definite thesis statement.  He begins with all the excite-
ment of a hunter closing in for the kill by relating the discov-
ery of the fossils which led to the killer ape theory.  He then
considers hunting,  treatment of animals more generally,
and scientific attitudes toward nature from the classical era
into modern times.  Only then does he say anything about
modern hunters.  The reviewer initially assumed Cartmill
took his objective stance in hopes that if he could get
hunters' attention,  he might convince some of them to put
down their guns.  Later,  however,  some ambivalence
appeared in the authorial voice.  There is a strange slippage
between such statements as,  "Despite all the forces that have
promoted the growth of animalitarianism in the past three
centuries,  most of us...still prize consistency less highly than
sausage,"  and four pages later,  "To most of us,  ceremoni-
ously going into the woods once a year to kill deer with a
rifle sounds about as attractive as marching into the dairy
barn once a year to bash cows with a sledgehammer."  Who
are "we" in these assertions?  And why does Cartmill contin-
ue to find the myth of Man the Hunter dreadfully fascinat-
ing,  even after his own sad experience with hunters killing a
fawn on his property?

Cartmill considers a wide range of classical,
medieval,  and Renaissance literature decrying hunting,  and
shows particular interest in the metaphysical significance of
deer in poetry,  as they represent either the unattainable lady
or the mutilated innocent.  The relationship between hunting
and sexuality,  particularly violent sexuality,  haunts most of
the book;   but for Cartmill and the hunters he quotes,  deer
seem to be particularly sexy.  He does not,  for instance,  dis-
cuss the sexual symbolism of rabbit hunting,  though
"coney,"  originally a term for a female rabbit,  had much the

same secondary meaning in earlier times that "pussy" has
today.  Given Cartmill's interest in myth and the breadth of
his historical research,  one may be surprised that he never
mentions the mythical/metaphorical Hunt of the Unicorn so
important to the Middle Ages and Renaissance.  For this
hunt,  the hunters use a maiden as bait;  the unicorn lays his
head in her lap,  and so seals his doom.  From what Cartmill
says about stags finally turning back and surrendering to
their hunters when exhausted,  it would appear that the uni-
corn hunt must have its roots in the equally aristocratic deer
hunts of the Middle Ages.

A View to a Death in the Morning is a richly infor-
mative book that ranges widely through history,  literature,
anthropology,  biology,  film-making,  and ecology.  It is
worth reading for anyone interested in the history of hunting
in the western world.  Yet within it may be a more tightly
focused and even more interesting book struggling to get
out:  a book on deer hunting and its associated myths from
ancient times to the present.

A minor quibble is that the system used for foot-
notes can make finding references difficult,  particularly for
older works which appear in modern editions or translations.
One quotation from Beowulf,  for example,  is cited only as
"Beowulf,  20."  The number must refer to a page in an
unspecified edition,  since the passage in the poem is lines
1357-1357––and if Cartmill had given the line numbers,  any
reader could find the passage in any edition.  Cartmill's edi-
tor ought to have been more alert,  but scholarly footnote
trouble should not distract the general reader from a book
both learned and enjoyable.

––Nicole Clifton

[Nicole Clifton recently earned her Ph.D. in
medieval women's literature from Cornell University,  and is
now an associate professor of English at the Northern
Illinois University  in DeKalb.]

OBITUARIES



FREE GREETING CARD CATALOG.
Full color greeting cards of your favorite
DOG and CAT companions.  Many breeds.
Christmas,  note cards,  birthday & sta-
tionery.  Pipsqueak Productions,  POB 1005,
Dept. AP,  Honesdale,  PA 18431.
– – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –
UNIQUE HANDBAGS & ACCES-
SORIES. Cruelty-free.  FREE CATALOG.
Dancing Dog Designs,  5448 Shoreview
Ave.,  Minneapolis,  MN  55417.
– – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –
THE CIVIL ABOLITIONIST e x p l a i n s
how animal experiments hurt rather than
help humans.  For sample copy,  send SASE
to Box 26,  Swain, NY  14884.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
BELTS & BAGS FOR WOMEN.
Beautiful classic designs.  Made of the finest
non-leather materials.  You'll be amazed at
the look and feel.  See for yourself.  Write
today.  Catalog $1.00. C r e a t u r e l e s s
C o m f o r t s , 702 Page St.,  Suite E,
Stoughton,  MA  02072.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
MONKEY RESCUE: Can we help you or
can you help us?  914-436-3647.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
VEGAN COOKBOOK––Over 20 recipes
with special holiday section.  $5.95,
Compassionate Cooking,  6502 Magic Oaks,
San Antonio,  TX  78239. 

log.  813-345-8246.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
TOOLS FOR RESEARCH. Documentary
film exposes abuse of laboratory animals,
advocates alternatives.  Produced by Film
To Liberate Laboratory Animals.  Won
eight international awards.  Home video
$29.95.  Phone Bullfrog Films,  1-800-543-
FROG.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
BOOKS FOR ANIMAL LOVERS.
Nature,  country living,  and books for
young people.  Request catalog from J.N.
Townsend Publishing,  12 Greenleaf Drive,
Exeter,  NH  03833.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

You too can have an
ANIMAL PEOPLE

classified––
just 50¢ a word!

P.O.  Box 205
Shushan,  NY 12873

I want my ad to read:
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
Name____________________________
Address__________________________
City_________________State________
Zip Code____________
Telephone_________________________

Bunny Huggers' Gazette ad

Marty Rosenthal, 79,  died August 31 at her home in Cherry Hill,  New Jersey.
The daughter of Lutheran missionaries who served in Africa,  Rosenthal was born at Au,
Switzerland,  in 1914,  a few hundred yards from the Austrian border and the outbreak of
World War I.  She met her husband of 55 years,  Fritz Rosenthal,  then a German chemistry
student,  while hiking near Wengen,  Switzerland.   Escaping the Nazis,  they emigrated to
the U.S. in 1938.  Marty Rosenthal became involved in animal rights circa 1975,  according
to daughter Esther Mechler,  after reading Peter Singer's book Animal Liberation.   She
became an active member of the New Jersey Animal Rights Alliance,  the Animal Welfare
Association,  and,  having become a Unitarian,  encouraged the Unitarian church to adopt
positions favorable to animals.  She also encouraged a neighborhood teenager,  Bernard Unti,
to become involved in the cause.  Unti subsequently served several years on staff at the
American Anti-Vivisection Society.  In 1981,  Rosenthal and Mechler formed the Marian
Rosenthal Koch Fund in memory of Rosenthal's youngest daughter,  who died in 1971 at age
26.  Projects of the Koch Fund include the video production company Focus on Animals and
Spay U.S.A.,  now sponsored by the North Shore Animal League. 

"She always spoke up,  although she was very shy,"  Mechler recalled.  "She
attended protests,  collected cannisters,  wrote letters,  circulated petitions,  clipped arti-
cles...She was a very special lady." 

Maine chief medical examiner Dr. Henry Ryan has ruled the September 3 death of
Rockport activist Lorraine Tedeschi a suicide.  Tedeschi would have been 41 on September
10.  Her husband Thomas Tedeschi and another male family member found her remains a
day later in her car,  which was parked a mile and a half up a hiking trail she often used to
walk her pets.  She purportedly shot herself twice,  once in the chest and once in the head,
using a high-caliber handgun she bought September 1. A spokesperson for the medical
examiner's office was initially skeptical that she could have fired both shots.  However,  two
notes in her handwriting were found,  one in the car and one at her home,  giving instruc-
tions for the care of her pets.   

Thomas Tedeschi,  who had a permit to carry a concealed weapon while Lorraine
Tedeschi did not, apparently removed the death weapon from the car before police arrived.
After a confrontation with police officers,  he was charged with obstruction and was jailed
overnight.

Lorraine Tedeschi was executive director of the Non-Hunters Rights Alliance,
secretary and treasurer of the All Species Wildlife Sanctuary and Environmental Learning
Center,  a longtime member of the Mid-Coast Animal Alliance,  and founder of the Karen
Wood Memorial Fund,  begun after Wood,  the mother of two infant daughters,  was shot in
her yard by a hunter in 1988.  In the unpublished portion of a 1992 interview with ANIMAL
PEOPLE,  she said she had received death threats because of her anti-hunting activity. 

Marty Rosenthal,  left,  with her brother Hans Zellweger and his granddaughter Rahel  Zellwager

Please patronize 
our advertisers.  
They help make 

ANIMAL PEOPLE 
possible. 

And tell them where you
heard about them.
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NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE IS...
Lady with dog in cast –– enlarge 15%.

Lady with kitten––reduce 27%.

Whether it's a newborn orphaned kitten who must be bottle-fed
around the clock,  a rescued pet who needs a "private nurse" while



recuperating from surgery,  illness,  or injury,  or an abandoned 
pregnant dog needing some "T.L.C." until the birth of her litter,
we pride ourselves in the quality of care given by the Foster Care
staff here at North Shore Animal League.

Our state-of-the-art Medical Center includes a Foster Care unit
staffed with special people to meet a pet's special needs.  In addi-
tion,  the League has a unique Off-Premise Foster Care Program
where Foster Care parents open their homes and their hearts to
these
"little guys" who need that extra care.

• This on-going Foster Care Program continues to 
grow––and in 1992,  more than 3,500 mistreated,

injured,  ill and pregnant animals were
and cared for through the Program.

• Currently,  there are 25 specially trained,  off-premise fos-
ter parents tending to those animals needing home care
until they are ready for adoption.

YOU CAN VOLUNTEER TO:

• Contact your local shelters or humane societies
and see if they have such a program.  Then,
offer to help.

• Begin foster care programs in your area.

• Recruit others to become foster parents,  too.

If you would like to learn more about the Foster Care Program,
we're here to help.  Call Gladys Schurkman,  Manager of Foster

NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE,  INC.
LEWYT STREET

PORT WASHINGTON,  NY  11050

As Manager of the League's Foster Care
Department,  Gladys Schurkman 
(pictur ed above wi th one of her 
special charges) takes care of
hundreds and hundreds of the
League's "babies."

And bei ng a mom is j ust what 
Gladys does best.  She gives just
the right dose of "tender,   loving care"
to each of her four-footed fri ends.  
"I  bring my bottle babies back and for th
wi th me to work because they have to be fed
every t hree to four hours depending on their
age,"  says Gladys.  "I think  the hardest 
part of my job is saying good-bye 
to the babies I've helped raise.  But,  I  feel
good knowi ng that,  thanks to the League,  these 
lit tle guys have gotten 
a second chance."



September 14,  1993

Cat Dancer Products
Fax 414-725-4011

Dear Cat Dancer Products

We’ve noticed your advertisement in “Edition 1” of a newspaper-format publication we’ve just received called Roseland’s Sizzle Pet Shop Edition,  issued by one Joan
Dahlberg of Roseland Business Publishers, Inc.,  P.O. Box 68458,  Schaumberg,  Illinois  60168-0458.

The publication is in essence a 32-page anonymous,  categorical attack on humane societies,  naming no names and citing no specific documented cases,  but including a
long litany of broadly inflamatory and wholly unsubstantiated allegations,   e.g. on page 13,  “Shelters normally won’t even consider bathing pets available for adoption.  And
shelter conditions,  in general,  are filthy and contaminated beyond belief...The drinking systems at most humane societies are so antiquated that there is absolutely no way to keep
them free from gross contamination...Pets are put into the crematoriums unconscious but not dead.  The heat of the crematorium shocks them back into consciousness and they
suffer cremation completely alive,  alert,  and awake...”

Did you in fact purchase advertising space to support Roseland’s Sizzle ,  or was your ad simply lifted from some other source,  perhaps to give the publication the
appearance of respectability?

Appreciating your prompt response,

Merritt Clifton,  editor





P.S.––In case you’re unfamiliar with ANIMAL PEOPLE,  we’ll be pleased to send you a sample copy.  Our circulation is somewhat over 20,000,  nationwide,  including around
5,000 staffers at 3,700 animal shelters and approximately 6,500 veterinarians.



September 14,  1993

Critter Outfitters
Fax 312-248-2113

Dear Critter Outfitters:

We’ve noticed your advertisement in “Edition 1” of a newspaper-format publication we’ve just received called Roseland’s Sizzle Pet Shop Edition,  issued by one Joan
Dahlberg of Roseland Business Publishers, Inc.,  P.O. Box 68458,  Schaumberg,  Illinois  60168-0458.

The publication is in essence a 32-page anonymous,  categorical attack on humane societies,  naming no names and citing no specific documented cases,  but including a
long litany of broadly inflamatory and wholly unsubstantiated allegations,   e.g. on page 13,  “Shelters normally won’t even consider bathing pets available for adoption.  And
shelter conditions,  in general,  are filthy and contaminated beyond belief...The drinking systems at most humane societies are so antiquated that there is absolutely no way to keep
them free from gross contamination...Pets are put into the crematoriums unconscious but not dead.  The heat of the crematorium shocks them back into consciousness and they
suffer cremation completely alive,  alert,  and awake...”

Did you in fact purchase advertising space to support Roseland’s Sizzle ,  or was your ad simply lifted from some other source,  perhaps to give the publication the
appearance of respectability?

Appreciating your prompt response,



Care,  at 516-883-7900,  Ext. 230.













of any kind.







.simmons.edu.









Merritt Clifton,  editor

P.S.––In case you’re unfamiliar with ANIMAL PEOPLE,  we’ll be pleased to send you a sample copy.  Our circulation is somewhat over 20,000,  nationwide,  including around
5,000 staffers at 3,700 animal shelters and approximately 6,500 veterinarians.


