
until June 1.  Some even argue that increased sea turtle mortality
throughout the Gulf region is because the turtle population is up.
But longtime observers of the acrimony between shrimpers and law
enforcement suspect that many pay about as much attention to the
season dates as they do to the TED requirements and litter laws,  if
they think state coastal patrols and NMFS aren’t looking.  Of the 43
most common items among 41,000 pieces of refuse removed and
counted in a year-long study of a 16-mile stretch of beach at Padre
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ST. PETERSBURG,  Florida––Responding to the dis-
covery of at least 61 dead sea turtles along the Georgia coast in three
weeks,  including 43 in the preceding 10 days,  the National Marine
Fisheries Service on June 8 issued a two-week warning to Georgia
shrimpers that effective June 16, it might issue an emergency order
mandating the use of metal turtle exclusion devices on nets,  instead
of the lighter and less unpopular web TEDs––and might ban the use
of big “try nets” altogether.  “Try nets” are used to test waters for the
presence of shrimp before trolling begins in earnest.

As ANIMAL PEOPLE went to press, the emergency
order had not yet been finalized.  Like a temporary emergency order
issued to Texas and Louisiana shrimpers on May 1,  it appeared to
have run afoul of politics.  The sea turtles were hardly out of danger.
The 1994 known toll of 74 found on Georgia beaches was matched
before the shrimping season was even one month old.  Amid rising
acrimony over the possibility of stricter TED rules,  two sea turtles
who weren’t drowned in shrimp nets were shot to death on Wassow
Island––possibly by irate shrimpers,  who have been fighting the use
of TEDs and blaming them for declining catches for more than 16
years.  The Texas Shrimp Association says TEDs cut catches by
20%;  federal records indicate it’s more like 5%,  that the rest of the
drop is due to pollution and overfishing.

Shrimpers claim they aren’t responsible for the surge in sea
turtle deaths,  since the Georgia shrimping season didn’t even open

Loggerheads



SUGARLOAF KEY,  Florida– –
Former Ocean Reef Club dolphins Bogie,
Bacall and Molly swam free on June 3,  but
returned to the Sugarloaf Dolphin Sanctuary
for their five o’clock feeding.  

The unscheduled release by a person
unknown coincided with Hurricane Allison,
which missed Sugarloaf by about 60 miles but
could have been construed as reason for an
emergency release,  requiring no permits.
The culprit apparently exploited a gap in the
security fence noted by Humane Society of
the U.S. vice president for wildlife and habitat
protection John Grandy in an October 1994
letter to site director Lloyd Good III.

“At 8:30 a.m.,”  MARMAM online
bulletin board member George Elston report-
ed, citing information received from his
brother Gary,  a Sugarloaf volunteer,  “work-
ers discovered the net had been dropped that
prevented the three dolphins from entering
open water.  The dolphins were observed in a
high boat traffic area next to the Sugarloaf
Marina.  Sugarloaf director of rehabilitation

Ric O’Barry and Good,  unable to lead the
dolphins back,  drew them away from the
danger area and maintained visual contact.  At
about 3:30 or 4:00 in the afternoon,  the three
dolphins followed a speedboat back into the
sanctuary area.”  When they entered the sanc-
tuary lagoon about an hour later,  Gary Elston
swam a net into place behind them.  A safer
barrier was then installed.

While Allison remained at sea,  and
the dolphins didn’t,  the incident unleashed a
furor building for more than a year––ever
since funding stipulations and politics obliged
many often conflicting personalities to team
up in pursuit of a high-profile precedent for
returning captive dolphins to the wild––and
brought about a messy divorce of the release
project partners,  amounting to the dissolution
of the sanctuary.

Bogie and Bacall have been slated
for release since arriving at Sugarloaf last
August,  through the efforts of the Dolphin
Alliance.  Molly,  older and captive much
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After the ballgame.  (Photo by Kim Bartlett ,  taken at Marine World Africa USA.)
“Animals and Public Policy” masters degree
program,  oriented toward veterinary public
health administrators,  who may supervise
programs ranging from animal control to
community-owned zoos.  Francione will com-
mence an equally unprecedented program to
train aspiring attorneys––and perhaps some
practicing attorneys––in animal rights law.  

Yet the academic chairs endowed to
encourage such work can be counted on one’s
fingers––perhaps the fingers of one hand.
Francione is Rutgers’ Nicholas Katzenbach
Scholar;  Serpell holds the Marie Moore
Chair of Humane Ethics and Animal Welfare;
Lindsay's chair is furnished by the
International Fund for Animal Welfare.
Chairs endowed to address the broader field
of bioethics are slightly more common,  but
as yet,  in Rollin’s view,   very little has been
done to insure that the average undergraduate
gets informed exposure to humane considera-
tions as a part of routine ethical acculturation.

Rollin is best known nationally as
the author of The Unheeded Cry (1989),  sub-
t i t l e d Animal Consciousness,  Animal Pain,
and Science.  He may be the only person alive
who could deliver a three-hour speech about
ethics to 60 animal control officers and keep
most of them willingly waiting as he ran half

(continued on page 8)

BOULDER,  Colorado––”The best place to do humane education,”  ethical philos-
ophy professor Bernard Rollin of Colorado State University told the recent annual conference
of the National Animal Control Association,  “is not in the elementary schools,  where the
children still exist within the moral universe created by their parents and don’t have much
inclination or capacity to challenge the basis of their beliefs.  The best place to do humane
education,”  he thundered,   “is in colleges and universities,  where a lot of the students are
ready to challenge the basis of whatever they’ve been taught and to try to create their own
moral universe.”

And that’s just what Rollin has been doing for 20 years,  wondering why the animal
protection community hasn’t been more avidly encouraging and endowing the direction he
has pioneered.  A galaxy of academic and animal protection movement superstars are noted
for teaching and writing about the ethical aspects of animal issues,  among them also Tom
Regan of North Carolina State University,  Andrew Rowan of Tufts University,  Gary
Francione of Rutgers University,   James Serpell of the University of Pennsylvania,  and the
Reverend Andrew Lindsay at Oxford.  Rowan this fall will begin teaching a precedent-setting

(continued on page 6)

WHO IS FRED ALLISON?
HUMANE ED IN ACADEMIA AND WHY IT MATTERS

Storm hits dolphin release project
and it wasn’t Hurricane Allison



"While criticism is easy,"  he continued,  "I think that you should also realize that
your organizations exhibit the most pronounced case of the 'not invented here' syndrome since
IBM in the mid 1970s.  For instance,  several months ago there was the mention of a campaign
to try to get hotels to use animal-friendly products in cleaning and maintenance.  As a business
traveler,  I have accumulated a significant number of 'frequent guest' points at several major
hotel chains.  I felt that having people with significant travel credits contact the hotels could
make a difference.  I repeatedly called this organization,  left messages,  and talked to people
who told me 'someone will get back to you,'  but never heard anything back.  Over a three-
week period,  I called a dozen times.  Is it any wonder that I think very little of them now?"

Molnar was even more disappointed when he sought help to prosecute the owner of a
defunct West Greenwich Village restaurant who allegedly locked up a kitten to starve to death.
When the American SPCA purportedly failed to promptly answer an emergency call from an
alarmed witness,   a local rescuer broke into the restaurant and retrieved the kitten,  still alive,
but she died soon afterward.  

"We talked with some local residents, identified the restaurant owner,  and found her
address and her attorney’s address,"  Molnar recounted.   "I called,  wrote letters, and offered
to pay for legal action.  I contacted over 35 animal advocacy organizations.  I heard from four.
Yet these same organizations repeatedly ask for more money!  If prosecuting cruelty  isn’t
important enough for them,  what is?"

Molnar's frustration was heightened when due to poor communication between the
rescuer and ASPCA,  which held jurisdiction to prosecute,  insufficient physical evidence was
secured to file the case.  Likewise there was insufficient evidence collected to permit the New
York City Health Department to cite the restaurant owner for illegally keeping an animal in a
place where food was served.  The only consequence to the restaurant owner,  other than being
denounced in posters apparently mounted by the rescuer,  was that having adopted the kitten
from the North Shore Animal League under false pretenses––NSAL does not allow adopted
animals to be kept in a place of business,  nor does it allow kittens to be left alone––she is
barred from ever adopting there again.

Survival of the fittest
Molnar's bottom-line advice concerned the business he knows best:  business itself.
"Over the past fifteen or so years I have seen the failure,  collapse,  merger,  acquisi-

tion and total disappearance of many financial institutions,"  he noted.  "I believe that their
demise mostly occurred because there were too many firms run by inexperienced, untrained,
ill-prepared people.  Natural selection worked very efficiently.

"Based upon what I have seen with regard to clumsy business practices,  ill-advised
allocations of funds,  poor communication with supporters,  excessive salaries and overhead
expenses,  lack of accurate financial disclosure,  ineffectiveness of major programs, and inept
quality of management,  I see your efforts headed in the same direction.  If I treated my clients
like you treat your contributors,  I would be out of business,  and rightfully so.  I seriously sug-
gest that you consider an efficient program of major consolidation:  eliminate redundancies,
remove ineffective staff,  and combine your efforts with logic and appropriate compromise."  

Molnar offered three specific recommendations for improvement:
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We had begun an editorial pointing out to the leaders of animal protection groups,
large and small,  the importance of image-building to success––including the importance of
advertising in news media,  not just to raise funds,  but to inform the public of one's positions,
activities,  and accomplishments in juxtaposition to current events,  which no amount of
direct mail can do.  We intended to point out that it isn't any accident that the groups that most
actively advertise in news media tend to be the strongest in their respective specialties,
because readers look up from news items that provoke response to see the ad from someone
who is doing something about the issue.  The ad is there;  the direct mailer is not.  The ad
invites participation.  The direct mailer begs for money.  The ad builds image;  and image plus
consumer relations are where successful commercial enterprises spend 90% of their promo-
tional budgets,  knowing that these are what most effectively sell products and services.

We intended to proceed from the obviously self-serving message––since we are a
newspaper supported almost entirely by advertising,  subscriptions,  and small donations––to
the further message that animal protection groups in general need to build a more positive
image,  including with their own donors:  that compassionate motives alone don't translate into
support when organizations come across as either indifferent or actively hostile to the public.

Then we received an open letter to animal protection groups from subscriber George
Molnar of Jersey City,  New Jersey,  which pretty much said it all about donor relations,  not
from an editorial perspective but from the perspective of someone who gives thousands of dol-
lars to the cause and expects,  understandably,  to be treated with appropriate decency.

"My wife and I entered the animal compassion movement just within the past two
years,"  Molnar wrote.  "We now belong to or have contributed to over 75 organizations.  We
feed stray cats,  trap them and take them to the vet,  loan our traps to friends,  write letters,
subscribe,  read,  donate,  demonstrate,  and try to participate.  

"My wife has been in the investment banking business for the past twelve years.  I
am in the financial software industry.  The brutal realities of business are a part of our lives.
From this perspective,  it is apparent to us that animal compassion group leaders must start
running your organizations in a far more responsive and professional manner if you are ever to
succeed in important goals.  Your contributors are a unique combination of customers and
shareholders.  You must treat us as such and address our concerns.  We are not an imposition;
we are not a distraction.  We are all you have.  

"Please make sure when we send you money that you send us everything you said
you would.  Less than a fourth of the organizations to which we send money actually send us
the publications we are supposed to receive. 

"Please return phone calls and answer letters.  Don’t respond to an information
request two months later by saying that you 'were too busy saving animals' to respond.  

"Please use one address consistently. 
"Please put a real alive-and-well person’s name and telephone number on every piece

of mail.  Someone may have a question, a comment,  or simply want more information.  Half
of the mail I get has no name,  no phone,  no nothing.  And you want me to give you money! 

"If you want me to take action,  make it easy for me.  You have the names, addresses
and phone numbers of the people you want me to contact.  Put them in your publications.  

"Realize that not everyone is familiar with the intimate details and history of your

The customer is always right
Editorial
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positions.  New members need background.  Develop appropriate publications,  stating what
the problems are,  what you have done about them,  what has worked,  what hasn't worked,
and what else we might try.  Give us material we can use to convince others

"Stop killing me softly with color,  especially color headshots of your staff.  I simply
don’t care.  Such photos are egotistical,  and detract financially from your efforts.

"Stop telling me what a wonderful job you are doing.  I don’t want to read it in your
publications:  I want to read the results of your efforts in national and local media.  I want to
see it on the evening news."

Molnar also offered several thousand words that could be summarized as an appeal
for organizations to compete honestly with each other in the marketplace of ideas,  rather than
undermining each other with sniping and sabotage.  "I realize that there are varying degrees of
involvement,  different approaches,  and most assuredly conflicting ideas of what constitutes
appropriate treatment of animals,"  he wrote.  "I do not expect everyone to agree on everything
but the level of rancor is enough to dissuade almost any reasonable person from contributing.  

ANIMAL PEOPLE
thanks you for your generous support:

Honoring the parable of the widow's mite,  we do not list our donors 
by how much they give––but we do appreciate generous gifts that help us do more.

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Anderlik,  Lillian Angelini,  John & Jean Atthowe,  Wilhelmina Baker,
Anne Barasch,  Ellen Perry Berkeley,  M.L. Bromwell,  Jutta Bulbank,  Elizabeth Bujack,

Jessie & Sunshine Carter,  Grover Chapman,  Sue Clark,  Brenda Cosgrove,  Martha Despeaux,
Susan Feldstein,  Sylvia Forsmith,  Marion Friedman,  Friends of Animals,  

Andrea Graffenwilk,  Josephine Harchick,  George Hazzard,  Judy & Pedro Hecht,  
Marilyn Iskra,  Mary Ann Kocian,  Dr. Betty Larson,  Margaret Lloyd,  Dr. Jane Mahlow,

Blair McFarlane,  Jane Meggitt,  Petra Murray,  Carolyn Nordoff,  Mary O'Brien,  
Nancy O'Brien,  Janna O'Connell,  Linn Pulis,  Elizabeth Rawstone,  Dorothy Reynolds, 

Elsa Richter,  Jeudi Scannell,  Jill & Bill Sedam,  I.B. Sinclair,  Andrea Sparling,  
Connie Spencer,  Frank Smith,  Bernard Springer,  Jack Suconik,  

Hilma & Presley Thompson,  Dr. Ethel Thurston,  Steven Urow,  Susan Van Wyck,  
Janis Volz,  Marian Weston,  D.W. Wiegand,  Kenneth Wuertz,  and Irving Yablon.

•  Clearly,  concisely,  and consistently state your mission,  objectives,  tactics, and
track record,  to allow potential contributors to decide where they want to put their money.

•  Provide a way for people who contribute to have input in deciding what is to be
done.   As it stands now,  you ask for money,   I give you money,  and typically never hear
from you again until you ask for more money.  I know of no other group of organizations that
is so distant from and so unresponsive to the people who fund them.  You seem to think that
because of your charter to 'save the animals' that you are above dealing with people.  You are
not.  I continually have to tell the high-tech companies I deal with in my work that they have,
first of all,  a responsibility to the customer.  Developing software for multi-billion dollar for-
eign exchange trading doesn’t make you any better than the person who makes toilet seats.
Neither does saving the world.  We all have to treat the customer with respect and concern. 

•  Report income and expenses in a simple,  consistent and straightforward manner.
I don’t mean an IRS audit or a CPA statement of sound accounting practices,  but you must
adopt a 'truth in spending' policy.  Current financial reporting is typically unavailable,  unclear,
obtuse,  inconsistent at best,  and inaccurate and misleading at worst.  Your supporters have a
right to know how much you spend and on what––and not hidden in accounts such as
'Administrative Overhead,'  'Public Education,'  and 'Allocations to Affiliates.' 

"Dollars are harder to get,"  Molnar concluded.  "Those organizations that clearly
identify what they are going to do,  allow their contributors to help set the agenda,  report
accurate and timely financial statements, and document their results are going to get the
money.  Those that don’t,  won’t."

Organizations get away with the practices Molnar decries because gullible donors
not only let them,  but often most richly reward those which do the most self-promotion,  give
the least real service to animals for the dollar,  are least accountable to membership,  and either
most obfuscate or most brazenly lie about where the money goes.  ANIMAL PEOPLE has
worked for years to better inform donors––and has repeatedly warned organizations that donor
confidence,  once squandered,  is not easily regained.  Molnar's letter is a further alert.  Self-
promotion is necessary to a certain extent,  especially when mass media are indifferent,   and
autocracy can be necessary when leaders of exceptional vision undertake pioneering projects,
but greed,  egotism,  and disrespect of contributors can be the suicide of groups and causes.
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Letters
NWF and Woof-Woof

I surely hope you can help me out.  I have supported
a very monied but wonderful group in San Francisco that
finances environmental causes.  My latest communication from
them listed new groups among their recipients,  including the
National Wildlife Federation and the World Wildlife Fund.  I
wrote to them that I had known for many years that NWF and
WWF were groups which conserve wildlife for hunting purpos-
es and support animal experimentation which I do not agree
with.  WWF's claim,  as I remember,  is that they are doing
research in order to release captive animals back to the wild.  I
called them several years ago to inquire how many animals had
been released.  and they actually answered "one."  

The group in San Francisco has asked me to provide
some data which would support my allegations.  I would appre-
ciate it so much if you could provide me with something.
Perhaps these two groups have changed,  but I highly doubt it.

––Connie Spencer
Sacramento,  California

The National Wildlife Federation is in fact an
umbrella group for 49 statewide hunting clubs.  The World
Wildlife Fund was founded by a group of wealthy trophy
hunters who were concerned that the end of colonialism in
Africa would result in depletion of game.  Both organizations
aggressively lobby for pro-hunting public policies,  while say -
ing little or nothing about hunting in  funding appeals. We sent
Spencer the requested documentation.

Remembering the aim
Your April editorial,  “Remembering the aim,”

expressed what my friends and I have felt for a long time.
We have discussed and felt frustrated at some of the animal
rights groups’ tactics,  their love for animals notwithstanding.
Human nature being what it is,  I believe we get better results
if we appear a little less aggressive,  even though the need for
change is very urgent and at no time am I suggesting we let
down our vigil.

The powers that be do not want to lose control,  and
if we anger them and/or threaten their livelihood,  they will
fight back––and who loses?  Our beloved animals!  Again,
this is not to suggest that suffering can wait.  However,  with
a little more wisdom and understanding of the opposition,  we
might accomplish change much faster.

Also,  many animal groups keep bombarding us
again and again,  year after year,  with the same horrible pic-
tures of suffering animals.  We surely know by now what is
going on,  and do not need to be reminded again and again.  I
think such pictures eventually turn people off,  through the
“what’s the use?” syndrome.  Less money will come in and
the animals will lose again.  Rather,  groups should send us
news of accomplishment with their reminders to send our
checks.

Fundraising is a very,  very important part of ani-
mal protection,  of course,  but when the heads of some of
these groups collect six-figure salaries,  we need to take
another look at that,  also.  I for one have eliminated all dona-
tions to these groups.  In my opinion,  to make such a large
salary on the backs of animals is immoral.

––Solveig B. Jentner
Fairview Park,  Ohio

Friends of Animals

Living wills
Activists with living

wills or who don’t want certain
medical products administered,
such as those derived from non-
humans,  would do well to wear
a Medic Alert® emblem and
carry the accompanying wallet
card,  which can include the
name,  address,  and telephone
number of the person who will
take custody of one’s companion
animals if one suffers a medical
emergency.

Procter & Gamble
I have just read your June feature about the use of

animals in product testing by Procter & Gamble.  This issue
appears to be similar to the abortion issue,  in that there are two
sides and neither wants to listen to the other.

Yet there is a not-so-subtle difference.  In the abor-
tion issue,  the conflict comes from consideration of the rights
of the fetus vs. those of the mother.  With animal testing,  the
question is animal rights vs. corporate profits.

One might legitimately ask,  as you have,  whether
we shouldn't be pleased that P&G is now using "only" 35,246
animals per year,  which is unquestionably better than the
74,991 used in 1984.  The real question,  however,  remains
whether the pain and suffering associated with putting a new
shampoo on the market is justifiable.  Your article seems to say
yes,  provided that it is on the decrease.  Others find any animal
suffering intolerable,  particularly for such trival ends.

To put the question in a different light,  if the animals
used were human,  should we be pleased that only 35,246 of us
would be used?  

Most of us welcome the progress made by Henry
Spira and others.  But it's hard to feel good about it.

––Gene Brewer
New York,  New York

As we also pointed out,  from 83% to 90% of P&G
animal use over the past seven years has been in connection
with testing health care products (chiefly pharmaceuticals),  an
area in which animal testing is legally mandated.  Though lia -
bility is a consideration,  profits are not really the issue.  About
half of the remaining animal use is to validate the accuracy of
non-animal testing newly developed by P&G,  and is also done
to comply with government standards.



Friends of Animals

I have worn an em-
blem––both bracelets and neck-
laces are available––and carried
the wallet card for years.  I not
only never leave home without
them;  I never remove my
emblem.  Medic Alert® has pro-
vided me with enormous peace
of mind.  Its representatives are
courteous and nonjudgemental.
They may be contacted at POB
381009,  Turlock,  CA  95381;
1-800-432-5378.

––Jack Tanis
Hollywood,  Florida

Caribbean
In your May issue was

the story of Alice Dodge,  who
visits Caribbean islands,  feeds
stray dogs and cats,  and brings
some back to the U.S. for adop-
tion.  I think her efforts are won-
derful,  but more needs to be
done.  As the article mentioned,
people on those islands are used
to seeing starving pets on the
streets,  and think nothing of
turning their own pets out.
There need to be neutering pro-
grams set up,  along with
humane education.  The islands
aren’t big:  Aruba is only 10 by
20 miles.  It  should not be
impossible to round up and ster-
ilize every animal.  Maybe a
fund for that purpose could be
set up,  supported by tourist
donations.  I know everyone on
the beach was concerned for the
strays when I was there,  but lit-
tle could be done but feeding
them,  and that was like putting a
bandage on a cancer.  I will
never again go to a Caribbean
island for a vacation:  vacation is
something you do to get away
from what you live with the rest
of the year.

––Lisa Koester
Shelby Township,  Michigan



Looking at our current political climate,  it is dis-
heartening to learn that many activists in the last election
voted against their own humane interests.  Most alarming was
their lack of foresight about what could happen to all our polit-
ical achievements of the past 25 years with regard to the envi-
ronment,  conservation,  and animal rights.  The current crop
of legislators are decidedly anti-government,  anti-regulation,
anti-funding,  and anti-enforcement when it comes to environ-
mental and animal welfare programs.  

I am critical of Republicans for their threat to dis-
mantle progress,  and of Democrats for their past failures to
move important animal welfare bills out of Congressional
committees.   Animal activists,  to overcome this situation,
must start getting directly involved in the campaigns of candi-
dates who support a humane agenda.  The record shows we
have so far not been very effective,  because we have not been
a factor in elections.  Humane activists should represent an
important voter block,  but do not,  because we have never
learned to campaign with political savvy.  Humane activists
are mostly cerebral and philosophical about political commit-
ments,  which means that eloquent rhetoric fails to lead to
effective implementation of proposals.  Boycotts,  picketing,
and public exposure of cruelty are commendable,  but such
activism does not deal directly with legislative politics.

Millions of dollars go into the coffers of animal wel-

fare groups.  Why are not some of these funds put into
Political Action Committees,  as the National Rifle
Association does?  Our national humane groups play dead
when it comes to endorsing and helping to campaign for can-
didates who champion the cause of animals.  

It is time we started targeting the rotten apples in
Congress.  We must organize PACS to support humane candi-
dates;  mail questionaires to all candidates for public office,
requesting that they state their positions on important animal
issues;  target undesirable candidates for defeat;  seek out
humane activists to run for public office;  encourage animal
welfare groups to set aside portions of their revenue for politi-
cal action;  publish in a timely manner the records of legisla-
tors on animal issues;  research the political operations of
opposing organizations,  such as the NRA and the American
Medical Association;  utilize humane organization member-
ship lists in pressuring office holders;  and engage skilled pub-
lic relations people who know how to run political campaigns.

––Bob Sobel
Westaco,  Texas

Editor’s note: Political Action Committees support -
ing humane candidates have operated successfully in
California and Michigan for several years each,  while execu -
tives of the Humane Society of the U.S. and the Doris Day
Animal League are now assembling a national animal protec -
tion PAC.  However,  the clout of the NRA and AMA comes
not only from their PAC money but also from having narrowly
focused goals,  achieved more often by blocking legislation
than by getting it passed.  Obstruction can be accomplished
without broad-based support.  Humane concerns by contrast
involve almost every aspect of lifestyle and public policy.
Such matters as endangered species protection and pet over -
population are too complex to lend themselves well to PAC-
driven,  single-issue campaigns.  Slow as the “cerebral and
philosophical” approach to problem-solving can be,  this and
much attention to building public approval did get us the
Endangered Species Act and the Animal Welfare Act.  Astute
legislative politics were only the last step of the process.  The
present single-focus opposition to the ESA comes chiefly in
response to conflicts resulting from that legislation.
Demonstrating capacity for creative resolution of such con -
flicts,  albeit belated,   may at this point accomplish more than
just engaging in a struggle for political dominance,  which if
won by anything less than an overwhelming margin,  without
attention to resolving avoidable conflicts, might only energize
further backlash,  while if lost would suggest that politicians
can indeed safely ignore consideration of animals.
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Letters ORGANIZE FOR POLITICAL CLOUT

Need breed rescuers
Center for Animal Care and Control chief Marty

Kurtz is really not a bad guy,  but the CACC shelter and the ani-
mal control situation here in New York are still a horrendous
nightmare,  as they were under the American SPCA.  The cat
adoption wards are now almost entirely filled with kittens.
Adult domestic shorthairs have virtually no chance at all.
Pedigreed cats keep coming in,  too.  In the last few weeks
we’ve taken out four Maine coons,  one very matted Himalayan,
and presently a beautiful Persian sits in the CACC adoption
ward.  I can’t tell you how utterly depressing it is to see so
many wonderful animals going down!  New Yorkers for
Companion Animals can only take out as many animals as we
can adopt out and place in foster homes.  Each week I am able
to make one or two choices for rescue.  It is like S o p h i e ’ s
Choice,  as I am haunted by the ones I almost choose who are
not there the following week.  Please beg other animal activists
and rescuers to get involved with the CACC,  which has wel-
comed our help.  Please harp on breed rescue!  Every week I see
purebred dogs at the shelter,  especially spaniels,  chows,
Labradors and golden retrievers.  Call the CACC at 212-722-
3620.  The main shelter is at 326 East 110th Street.  Or call me
at 212-427-8273.

––Patty Adjamine
New Yorkers for Companion Animals

1324 Lexington Ave.
New York,  NY  10128

Who did it in San Jose
In response to Judy Jones’ letter in your June issue,

her Coalition for Humane Legislation brought forward a pro-
posal for the issuance of breeding permits to the San Jose city
council in 1992.  Nowhere in it was any mention of free neuter-
ing,  nor even of low-cost neutering.  It is incorrect that the
CHL had anything to do with the free neutering program now in
effect in San Jose,  or that the councillor who brought the CHL
proposal to the city council had anything to do with it.  As a
matter of fact,  he is no longer on the council.

The free neutering voucher project came out of the
Animal Services Task Force,  of which Jones is not a member.
Laura Lewellen and I are among the dozen or so members.  I



Re your coverage of
Universal Studios' potential transfer of
bottlenose dolphins to the Bahamas for
the filming of the movie F l i p p e r,  an
April 1 press release from Earth Island
Institute,  the Animal Welfare Institute,
and the International Wildlife Coalition
states,  "There is potential for disease
transmission to/from Dolphins Plus
dolphins to free-ranging Bahamian dol-
phins because of open-ocean pens and
open-ocean work.  Further,  it is irre-
sponsible to risk using Florida dolphins
for open-ocean work in the Bahamas in
the case of inter-breeding with
Bahamian dolphin individuals."

This statement is of particu-
lar interest due to the current fascina-
tion of these groups with releasing
marine mammals to the wild who have
lived in aquariums.  On December 31,
1993,  Earth Island urged the National

Marine Fisheries Service to grant a per-
mit to the Sugarloaf Dolphin Sanctuary
in the Florida Keys,  which was issued
and enables Sugarloaf "to identify
potential candidate dolphins for reha-
bilitation and release to the wild."
Omitted was any mention of concern
about disease transmission and "inter-
breeding."

It is curious that the tempo-
rary transfer of Dolphins Plus dolphins
to a facility with limited exposure to
wild dolphins would potentially have a
negative impact,  while the permanent
release of dolphins from zoos and
aquariums would appear to have none.

––Karen J. Roberts
Marine Mammal Consultant

Fredericksburg,  Virginia

Editor's note: Roberts' fam -
ily operates Dolphins Plus.

Duke
I spent three days at the trial of

the men who were responsible for tortur-
ing Duke the Dalmatian to death.  As an
animal advocate,  dog trainer,  and behav-
iorist,  I am always appalled at “poor
potty training” as an excuse for cruelty;
however,  when I saw and heard two of
the defendants’ parents say they had no
idea why all the commotion was made
over a dog,  it made me realize the degree
of transference from parent to offspring of
irresponsible behavior and complete lack
of morality.

––Lois Bowie
Canine Consultant

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania
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have actively pushed for a neuter/release program from day one.
The voucher program is as close as we are going to get for the
time being.  Our task force is looking at all kinds of data from
the Humane Society of Santa Clara Valley,  as well as at demo-
graphic information,  in order to make decisions based on facts
rather than emotional rhetoric.

The CHL proposal was strictly punitive.  In response
to it,  the National Pet Alliance did the major study of cat demo-
graphics in our region,  which you have often cited,  as cats
comprise 80% of the local shelter euthanasias.  You are correct
that we have spent over $10,000 doing demographic research.  

As result of this,  and other studies,  and the addition-
al information collected by the Task Force,  we now know that
86% of the owned cats are neutered;  97% of the unowned cats
are not.  Purebred cats are no more than 6% of the owned cat
population (whereas purebred dogs are 60% of the dog popula-
tion),  and true purebred cats are rarely seen at shelters.  We
know that only 4% of the owned cat population is female,  old
enough to breed,  and unaltered.  We also know that attrition is
rapid enough that these females cannot physically bear enough
offspring to increase the owned cat population.

It is already apparent that the free voucher program is
having an impact on stray cat intakes at the shelter.  It is also
apparent that requiring permits of anyone wanting to place kit-
tens or puppies would do nothing to keep stray cats from having
kittens.  And here lie the sour grapes.  Apparently,  because I do
not subscribe to Jones’ beliefs and recommendations,  and
because I have data which does not support her version of how
to solve pet overpopulation,  you are not supposed to give me,
or NPA,   space in your paper.  I guess we’re not supposed to let
facts get in the way of solutions.

In response to Jones’ allegations that local cat clubs
are not supporting neutering,  etc.,  I guess she doesn’t know
about the thousands of dollars which have been donated by sev-
eral local cat clubs to the San Francisco SPCA,  the low-cost
neutering clinic in Morgan Hill,  and cat rescue operations.  I
guess she also forgot about the giant booth space we gave to the
Humane Society of Santa Clara Valley while she was there,  to
quite successfully adopt out cats at the January 1995 show,  and
didn’t know about the equally giant areas provided to help the
SFSPCA place cats at other shows.  The cat clubs of this area
are proud to support those cat rescue organizations which are
not so short-sighted as to place blame where it does not belong.

––Karen Johnson
San Jose,  California
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Double standard?



Captain Paul Watson's criticism of fighting for ani-
mals with names,  in his guest column "The Cult of Animal
Celebrity,"  in the June edition of ANIMAL PEOPLE,  is
difficult to understand.  Keiko,  Lolita,  Hondo,  Faith,
Hope,  and Freedom (now deceased) represent all victims of
captivity,  and our intention that all will some day go free.
The money spent in their names is on behalf of all.  Yes,
much money will be spent on Keiko.  But the day a captive
orca is released back to her native habitat and survives is the
end of the aquaprison claim that an orca release won't work,
and the beginning of the end of such institutions.  It is
inevitable that the prototype of any vision is the most expen-
sive.  And what of the millions spent by the aquaprisons to
capture and confine their performing prisoners?  Could this
not be better spent fighting the open sea killers?

Celebrity victims have historically been used by
activists in many causes.  Take "Baby Jessica" and "Baby
Richard."  They represent a movement to reform the entire
areas of adoption and children's rights.  To claim that we are
concerned only with famous animals who have names is
inaccurate and beneath Watson's dignity.

Watson suggests that his organization works tire-
lessly for unnamed animals,  while insinuating that other
groups merely "strut before the cameras."  Yet grandstanding
is the very criticism most often directed at him.

I personally know many activists who formerly
worked with Watson.  They left in large part because of his
stand on captivity.  They continue their efforts in other orga-
nizations,  including PETA,  Friends of Animals,  and the
Whale Rescue Team.  Watson's criticism of them is unfound-
ed,  and he owes them an apology.  In any movement,  some
may manipulate issues to serve narrow agendas,  but to paint
all of us with the same broad brush is wrong.

Defending captivity,  Watson names the Mirage
dolphinarium in Las Vegas and Chicago's Shedd Aquarium,
both of which I have seen.  The Mirage is in my opinion a
joke.  The "habitat,"  complete with gaudily colored fake
rocks,  is contrived for the human audience,  not for the dol-
phins.  Mirage staffers I met were sickeningly sweet until

asked a few simple questions about captivity.  Then their
transformation called to mind Jekyl and Hyde.  At the Shedd,
the tactic is shut up and hide,  avoiding any public debate.

Watson accurately states that oceanariums have
failed to educate the public about the slaughter of marine
mammals in the wild.  Yet he suggests they have done a
good job of educating.  Why then do I get blank stares when
I ask people leaving the Shedd what they have learned?  Why
was the Shedd director unable to tell me what lessons he
hoped people would learn?  The occasional Shedd visitor
who has active brain cells will usually admit that he/she
learned nothing.

Watson castigates those who slaughter whales and
dolphins at sea while defending the captivity industry.  In
fact,  both killers and captors have worked together in such
situations as the Iki Island dolphin massacres and the aborigi-
nal slaughter of walruses in Alaska.  And let us not forget
that the Shedd's belugas were captured by people who killed
them, until they figured out how to make more money with
the captivity industry.

Watson properly exposes the absurdity of glorify-
ing those who publicly save a few dolphins or whales while
quietly killing thousands.  But the captivity industry does the
same thing on a different scale.  Activists support the marine
rescues of Sea World,  and its true rehabilitation efforts.
However,  this does not give them a license to exploit other
marine mammals as circus performers.

Watson takes credit for the cessation of Canadian
beluga exports.  This was not secured through the efforts of
the Sea Shepherds,  or of any other activist organization.
The export ban came through public outcry and government
humiliation,  when two belugas died as result of bad reac-
tions to worming medicine given by the Shedd veterinarian.

I do not mean to detract from Captain Watson's
accomplishments.  His history of dedication cannot be
denied.  However,  his attack against others in the same
movement who have equal dedication is unacceptable.
Please,  Captain Watson,  set a new course.

Editor's note: Oceanariums earn their millions
through exhibiting marine life,  with whales by far the top
attractions;  almost every oceanarium we have visited has
included displays exposing "the open sea killers";  we have
yet to visit an oceanarium without learning something;  the
Shedd is the only U.S. facility to have captured any marine
mammals for exhibit in the past five years;  and as Watson
noted in his column,  Mirage owner Steve Wynn is also one
of the major backers of the Sea Shepherd Conservation
Society,  which under Watson has driven more pirate
whalers and driftnetters off the seas than all of Watson's crit -
ics combined––while Watson has been ceaselessly attacked
by other activists,  chiefly because he does his own thinking.  

ANIMAL PEOPLE,  Ju l y /August 1995 - 5

Please set a new course!
by Steve Hindi

Founder,  Chicago Animal Rights Coalition

Preserving species or promoting the specious?
by James F. Gesualdi

Past chair,  American Bar Association,  Young Lawyers Division,  Animal Protection Committee

––K.B.
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YES!  I’M AN ANIMAL PERSON!

Although I do not subscribe to all of Captain Paul
Watson's views,  his essay "The Cult of Animal Celebrity"
sheds greater light on some issues better noted for generating
heat.  His perspective is worthy of greater attention.

Lolita and I first met in the early 1970s at her
home,  the Miami Seaquarium.  She was an awesome sight
for this young boy,  who visited her a number of times.  A
year or two ago I was both humbled and inspired upon being
reintroduced to her as an adult.

As magnificent and precious as Lolita is,  however,
I was even more moved by another experience at the
Seaquarium that day:  my introduction to the resident mana-
tees,  young and old,  some maimed beyond hope by boat
propellers,  others vital enough to carry the torch for their
brethren.  These nameless gentle faces are among the last of
their kind.  The highest recent count found just 1,822 of them
left in Florida's coastal waterways and rivers.

The survival of manatees is a cause all people,
especially animal rights activists,  should embrace.  What
more fundamental right does a species have than to exist?

Strangely,  though,  the manatees' plight is
obscured by the pleas of activists to "Free Lolita!"––who
though quite dear to me,  is not a member of an endangered
species.  Her fate,  however important to her and me,  likely
will not unalterably change the future for her species.

right to place our interests over those of other animal
species.  So doing is decried as "speciesism."  It follows that
the rights of one animal species generally should not over-
ride those of other animal species.  The sometimes com-
pelling appeal of this perspective has been turned on its head
by the "speciesist" efforts to release a few individuals of
high-visibility non-endangered species,  while other species,
like the Chinese river dolphin or baiji are on the brink of
extinction,  and the manatee may be slipping in the same
direction.

Rather than escalating the debate over the release
of individual animals,  the public discussion should be ele-
vated to a higher plain.  More importantly,  to the extent
scarce resources are irretrievably committed for the benefit
of animals,  such resources should be judiciously expended
to preserve species,  habitats,  and whole communities.
Focusing enormous resources on individual non-endangered
animals seems tantamount to a violation of the public trust,
especially when other species such as the manatee and the
baiji continue to struggle for their very existence.

While I care deeply for Lolita and Keiko,  and
hope that the child my wife and I are now expecting will get
to appreciate them,  I pray that I do not have to tell my child
that there are no more manatees because people loved Lolita
too much and the manatees not enough.

Environmental and political leaders are trying to raise mil-
lions of dollars to return Lolita to Puget Sound,  from which
she was taken more than 25 years ago.  A similar effort is
underway to move Keiko,  the orca star of Free Willy!,  from
his current home in Mexico to the Oregon Coast Aquarium,
which is allegedly to serve as a waystation before an attempt
to return him to the wild.  This will cost an estimated $14
million.  Manatees meanwhile struggle in obscurity just to
continue to exist at all,  anywhere.

Proponents of the efforts to release Lolita and
Keiko are apparently downplaying the potential biological
and environmental impact of a release upon wild popula-
tions.  Yet the legislative history of the 1994 amendments to
the Marine Mammal Protection Act makes clear that
Congress holds important concerns about "the possible
effects of release of captive animals with regard to transmis-
sion of disease,  the biological impact that a released animal
might have upon wild populations,  and the survival success
of released animals."  The economic and ecological ironies
are deep,  indeed.  No such problems attend the presence of
manatees in the remnants of the same habitat they have occu-
pied since Lolita's ancestors were wolf-like land animals.

There is an added philosophical irony arising from
the Lolita and Keiko capaigns.  The fundamental tenet of the
animal rights movement is that we humans do not have the
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longer,  was to stay at the sanctuary.  Their release together
was “an act of vandalism,” said Good,  whom longtime
Sugarloaf critics Russ Rector and Rick Trout intimated was a
suspect with a motive.   Two days earlier,  they pointed out,
Sugarloaf veterinarian Dr. George Baker warned Good not to
proceed with the scheduled fin-branding of Bogie and Bacall
for identification,  because their lagoon had become polluted.  

"It would be dangerous to the dolphins,"  Baker
wrote,  "to be netted and branded at this time.  Get a pump
going and flush the lagoon first."  

In the Rector/Trout assessment of matters,  the
Sugarloaf project was running low on funding.  Good and
O'Barry,  they claimed,  wanted to freeze-brand the dolphins'
fins not because they were close enough to release to require
I.D.,  but because a West German TV producer was purport-
edly to have paid O’Barry and Good $10,000 for exclusive
rights to videotape the branding.  However,  Rector and Trout
continued,  that would have involved videotaping a dirty
lagoon,  and if the dolphins became seriously ill,  the video
would have impeached O'Barry's credibility as a dolphin
expert.  Therefore,  Rector and Trout further speculated,
Good and O'Barry hit on the idea of arranging an "escape,"
which would result in great video of the dolphins swimming
around in "freedom,"  and bring in a renewed flood of dona-
tions.  Rector and Trout went so far as to claim that rather
than simply leading the dolphins out of the boat channel,
Good and O'Barry were trying to let them escape into the Gulf
of Mexico,  but were thwarted by low tide.

But Rector and Trout acknowledged that they were
not eyewitness to any of whatever actually happened.  While
Good and O'Barry were supposed to have been pulling off the
publicity stunt,  the alleged publicity seekers were both out in
a small boat with the dolphins,  away from their telephones,
faxes,  and any visiting media.  And Rector and Trout them-
selves had possible ulterior motives.  Rector, a former Ocean
World dolphin trainer,  later led a long,  successful campaign
to put Ocean World out of business.  As head of the Dolphin
Freedom Foundation,  Rector actively campaigned for the
release of Bogie and Bacall,  as well as for the release of three
former Navy dolphins who have also been undergoing reha-
bilitation at Sugarloaf.  However,  known for his confronta-
tional manner,  Rector  was excluded from the Sugarloaf
team,  and was arrested at the Ocean Reef Club on May 19,
1994,  after he allegedly trespassed while ostensibly trying to
check on the dolphins' condition during their preparation for
transport to Sugarloaf.  Trout,  meanwhile,  was a part of the

Premature dolphin release    (from page one)

camp,”  he said,  echoing the Rector/Trout version of
events––though he too was not an eyewitness and in fact was
a four-hour drive away from Sugarloaf when both releases
took place.  “Good and O’Barry could not have hurt the dol-
phin freedom movement more if they had been paid by Sea
World.”   

As if on cue,  Alliance of Marine Mammal Parks
and Aquariums executive director Marilee Keefe called for
removing all the dolphins from Sugarloaf.  “We’re most con-
cerned with the health and humane treatment of these dol-
phins and the possibility that they will be abandoned in the
wild without the training and rehabilitation necessary to pro-
vide them with even a slight chance of survival,”  she said.

Calling O’Barry “clueless and incompetent,”
Roberts on June 5 flew to Washington D.C. to win authoriza-
tion from National Marine Fisheries Service chief of permit-
ting Ann Terbush to move Bogie,  Bacall,  and Molly to hold-
ing pens in the Indian River,  their point of capture and
intended release site all along.  Rector and Trout reportedly
sought,  meanwhile,  to move Luther,  Jake,  and Buck to a
site in Key Largo. 

O’Barry initially responded that he wouldn’t turn
any of the dolphins over to “unqualified”  people.  “They’re
going to have the fight of their lives,”   he pledged.  

By June 17,  however,  he was philosophical.  “We
all want to see Bogie and Bacall released in the Indian River,"
he said,  “and I won't get in the way."  After NMFS approved
the Indian River holding pen,  O'Barry even offered to deliver
the Ocean Reef dolphins himself.  "It's a divorce,"  he
affirmed,  "and we don't want to hurt the children.  I won't let
go of the Navy dolphins,  though.  They're about ready to
leave,  and if they go to Indian River,  they could be captive
for another year or more."

The final breakup of the Sugarloaf project came on
June 11,  after O'Barry and Good told media they would
return the dolphins to the wild when they were ready,  with or
without federal permits.  "Nowhere in the Animal Welfare
Act does it say that you can't let your animals out of their
cages,"  contended Good.

Insisted Terbush,  “Releases into the wild require a
scientific research permit.”  

The Sugarloaf Sanctuary board of directors on June
11 sided with Roberts and NMFS,  authorizing removal of the
dolphins.   Opposing O'Barry and Good,  who were not pre-
sent,  were Rick Spill of the Animal Welfare Institute;  Mark
Berman of Earth Island Institute;  and Bob Schoelkopf of the

Into The Blue
"This sort of thing is nothing new for HSUS,"

O'Barry continued.  "They did the same thing with Into The
Blue,"  a September 1991 release undertaken in the Turks and
Caicos Islands with partial funding from HSUS,  the World
Society for the Protection of Animals,  and the Bellerive
Foundation,  documented by the Virginia McKenna book and
movie Into The Blue (Harper-Collins,  1992).  "I helped them
get that project going and then they pushed me out,"  O'Barry
said.  "I didn't think they should have done it the way they
did,  and I said so.  They had two Atlantic bottlenose dolphins
and one Pacific bottlenose,  Silver,   who'd been captured off
Taiwan.  He was 30 years old or more,  and he'd been captive
for 20 years.  None were good candidates for release,"
O'Barry maintains,  "They were in a sea pen you couldn't see
to the end of,  with maybe a square mile of water.  Why not
just leave them there?  I was watching from a small boat when
they did the release.  They fed them dead fish to get them out
of the pen."  

According to Ken Balcomb of the Center for Whale

––K.B.



Sugarloaf team last fall,  but Good asked him and another
trainer,  Lynn Stringer,  to leave in early December,  due to
their frequent clashes with O'Barry. 

Moronic stunts?
Good did briefly release Bogie,  Bacall,  and Molly

on June 5,  two days after the unexplained release––along
with Luther,  the youngest of the three former Navy dolphins,
whose parallel preparation for return to the wild is partially
funded by HSUS. 

As after the first release,  the dolphins entered a
small bay,  but were isolated from the Gulf of Mexico by low
tide.  “They could have used two boating channels to go out,”
O’Barry said,  “but they didn’t find them.”

During the second release,  O’Barry noted,  “a new
social dynamic developed,”  as Luther appeared to bond with
the Ocean Reef group,  and “seemed happy for the first time,”
after having been bullied by the other two Navy dolphins,
Jake and Buck.  O'Barry also observed that the bay might
make the most appropriate retirement site for Molly and other
geriatric dolphins,  since their staple food fish,  mullet,  are
plentiful there.  “We might be looking at day release,”  he
suggested.  “Geriatric dolphins could leave during the day
and come back at night.  Molly might be the pioneer.  We’re
learning by experience,  and this is something we haven’t
done before that might work.”

Dolphin Alliance president and founder Joe
Roberts,  who negotiated the transfer of Bogie,  Bacall,  and
Molly to Sugarloaf,  was unimpressed.  “Moronic stunts like
this are exactly what the captive industry predicted from our

Research in Friday Harbor,  Washington,  "All have been
resighted numerous times,  and Silver has been seen as recent-
ly as early 1994.  In several of the recent sightings,  Silver
was in the company of JoJo,  a friendly dolphin who swims
near Club Med at Providenciales,  Turks and Caicos.  This
reintroduction was recently labeled as fraud,"  Balcomb
acknowledges,  "by marine parks spokespeople in the United
Kingdom,  but I am convinced that it was conducted responsi-
bly and without intent to deceive."

O'Barry tells a different story,  illustrated by a dra-
matic full-body photograph of a skeletal dolphin rolling atop a
wave,  taken circa September 18,  1991 by David and
Deborah Turner,  of Danbury,  Connecticut.  

"He emerged from the water looking up to us and
chattering quite insistently.  He looked thin,  and it was quite
obvious he was begging for food,"  the Turners wrote to
O'Barry on May 31,  1992.  "He did this with each boat that
came into the area.  By the tattoo on his fin,  we knew this
dolphin was Silver,  one of the three dolphins just released."

Even if Silver did survive,  perhaps with JoJo's help,
he was released prematurely,  O'Barry maintains.  Sightings
of the two dolphins released with Silver,  he adds,  "are only
hearsay.  There are no photos."  O'Barry admits he has no
more than hearsay to document many of his own releases,
including the 1988 releases he undertook with McKenna,  but
insists he only released dolphins who had been feeding them-
selves for some time.  

"I didn't get into this for money or glory,"  O'Barry
testifies.  "I've been swinging on this vine by myself for 25
years.  I could never get any group’s help.  My budget for
releasing those first two dolphins was $600.  Now the national
groups are all coming in here and taking over.  I’m not a sci-
entist and I don’t pretend to be.  But I am the one who’s been
sleeping on the dock beside the dolphins for 10 months,  try-
ing to get them ready to go while the blind leading the blind
have been making the job harder and longer”  

Pointing out what each of his many critics might
have had to gain by the June 3 release,  O’Barry called it,  “a
crime with 17 motives and suspects,”  and admitted he could
have been among the suspects.  “But it wasn’t me,”  he added.
“I knew they weren’t ready to go.  They should have been
ready,  but the Dolphin Alliance brought in Mary Lycan,
their original trainer at the Ocean Reef Club,  about six
months ago,  after I’d begun moving them away from depen-
dence on humans.  They went right back to their old relation-
ship.  Anyone who has done rehab,  whether it’s with bears,
cougars,  or any animal,  knows you have to break the bond
with humans.  You wear dark glasses,  don’t make eye con-
tact,  don’t talk to them.  The Ocean Reef dolphins are
nowhere near ready now.  The Navy dolphins,  even though
they’ve only been here half as long,  are much more prepared

Marine Mammal Stranding Center in Brigantine,  New Jersey.
"Schoelkopf is the only one with real hands-on

experience,"  O'Barry snorted.  "And it's on record that he
routinely releases rehabilitated animals without permits.  It's
not just that I don't need a permit;  nobody ever did."

O'Barry blamed the coup d'etat on HSUS marine
mammologist Naomi Rose.  "She orchestrated this,"  he told
ANIMAL PEOPLE on June 12,  en route to unsuccessfully
seek a restraining order to keep the dolphins at Sugarloaf.
"Rose is an academic.  She's never worked with Atlantic bot-
tlenose dolphins,  but she carefully manipulates everything
from the background.   She wants to become the queen of dol-
phin freedom,  and she needs these releases for credibility,
but she also wants to do everything by the NMFS rules and
she doesn't understand that the captivity industry wrote the
rules to keep dolphins from ever going free successfully.
Bogie and Bacall were captured illegally in the first place,"
O'Barry continued,  "and the people who allowed that to hap-
pen are overseeing their release plans as well."  

According to O'Barry and others who opposed the
captures when they took place,  back in 1987,  public display
permits should never have been issued to the condominium-
style club,  as it was not ever truly open to the public.

Rose failed to respond to ANIMAL PEOPLE's e-
mailed request for comment. But ANIMAL PEOPLE d i d
obtain correspondence indicating that just last September
Rose prevailed on Grandy to mandate that O'Barry be placed
in charge of rehabilitating the former Navy dolphins.

––K.B.



to live in the wild.  Nobody ever made pets out of them.  I
could have them ready to go by Independence Day.”

O’Barry first came to national prominence when he
tried unsuccessfully to release a captive dolphin from a sea
pen in Bimini on Earth Day 1970.  He began a series of 12
apparently successful legal releases in 1988.  However,  two
1990 dolphin releases undertaken by Mote Marine Laboratory
researcher Randy Wells for the Brookfield Zoo,  of Chicago,
were the only ones to date undertaken under a formally docu-
mented scientific protocol.

Mumbo-jumbo
Many of the charges and counter-charges hurled

after the June 3 release concerned O’Barry’s resistance to
working within a formal protocol.   Rector faxed to ANIMAL
PEOPLE a copy of a March 14 letter in which Roberts fired
O’Barry.  On March 16 ,  in response to a routine request for
an update,  O'Barry told ANIMAL PEOPLE that “All goes
well with Bogie and Bacall and the Navy dolphin project.”

Explained O’Barry,  “Roberts couldn’t fire me
because I work for my own group,  the Dolphin Project,
under contract to Sugarloaf,"  a situation terminated on June
11.  "He doesn't own the Ocean Reef dolphins,  either,  so he
can't move them.  And HSUS doesn’t own the Navy dolphins.
Lloyd Good holds the permits,”  a statement confirmed by
both Good himself and Good’s father,  Lloyd Good II,  a
retired attorney,  who owns the Sugarloaf site and loaned
O'Barry and Good the funds they needed to seek the restrain-
ing order they didn't get. 

In the March 14 letter,  Roberts complained to
O’Barry that,  “For two years I have asked you to submit
something to me,  some methodology in writing,  which
encompassed your thoughts regarding reintroduction of cap-
tive dolphins.  To date nothing in writing has been received.
The same holds true for daily behavioral observations.”  

Because O’Barry hadn’t complied,  Roberts said,
the Dolphin Alliance hired Lycan “to develop protocols for
the readaptation of Bogie and Bacall.  She as well as myself,
the chair of the Scientific Steering Committee” overseeing the
project,  “and the Dolphin Alliance board of directors,  are
adamant that there be detailed behavioral observations,
recorded daily.  These observations,”  Roberts said,  are “nec-
essary for our project to have scientific integrity.”

Roberts told ANIMAL PEOPLE that before Lycan
was hired,  observations were logged by volunteer Cathy
Kinsman,  the Canadian singer.  O’Barry “pressured Good to
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determine their age.  The data is to document the extent to
which dolphins accumulate water-borne toxins.  The National
Estuary Program reports that oysters from Hudson Bayou,  a
Sarasota Bay tributary,  have the highest lead levels ever
found in their species.  Primarily funded by the
Environmental Protection Agency and NMFS,  Wells' work is
also backed by Earthwatch,  which supplies volunteers and
further funding,  and is to go on for five more years,  by
which time a $4.5 million Hudson Bayou cleanup is to be
underway.  

Analysis of the data from Wells’ previous dolphin
roundups is years behind schedule due to short funding and
the slow nature of the work,  University of California at Santa
Cruz researcher Wally Jarman told Rick Barry of the Tampa
T r i b u n e,  “but we are definitely on the verge of turning out
some valuable stuff,”  he added.

“White is a hero of mine,”  Roberts told media,
recalling that White tried in 1990 to disrupt the capture of dol-
phins on the Indian River by a team from the National
Aquarium in Baltimore,  “but I don’t agree with him on his
choice of a target this time.  There is real validity in Randy
Wells’ work,  much as I find the tooth-pulling distasteful.”

Money and death
In a further dash of intrigue,  Roberts,  Rector,  and

Trout accused O’Barry of raising funds in Europe and not
sharing the take.  “The two benefits in Europe were for the
Dolphin Project,  not Bogie and Bacall,  the Navy project,  the
Dolphin Alliance, the Dolphin Freedom Foundation,  Dolphin
Advocates,  or the Sugarloaf Sanctuary,”  O’Barry responded,
and four other people involved in the events confirmed.
“Bogie and Bacall are not the only dolphins we are trying to
release.  Last year,”  he continued,  “working alone with my
last two credit cards,  I was able to shut down the import of
Russian military dolphins into Israel and Argentina.  By doing
so I have put myself on the KGB’s hit list.  The bastards have
already killed one of my associates in Tel Aviv.”

Elaborating to ANIMAL PEOPLE,  O’Barry said
that while the KGB per se has been officially disbanded,  “It
just became the Russian mafia.  They’re the ones brokering
these dolphin deals.”  The Tel Aviv victim,  according to
O’Barry,  was a mysterious blonde named Jenny Maye,  with
a faint British accent and encyclopedic knowledge of Navy
dolphin work,  who appeared out of nowhere to take his side
in Israeli media during his eight-day hunger strike in Israel in
February 1994.  The strike ended when Israel barred the dol-
phin imports.  However,  O’Barry said,  while he was hospi-
talized due to effects of the strike,  Jenny Maye asked Benny
Schlesinger of the Israeli activist group Let The Animals Live
for help in getting out of the country.  Schlesinger,  O’Barry
continued,  offered to buy her a ticket to anywhere,  but
before they could rendezvous,  she was found strangled.  “She
was a black belt in karate,”  O’Barry claimed,  “so it had to
have been a professional job.”

At deadline ANIMAL PEOPLE was still seeking
an independent source with knowledge of the case.  It is
known,  however,  that Israeli police are investigating a num-
ber of recent killings allegedly ordered by Russian mobsters.

Time and timing
Apart from mutual mistrust and personality con-

flicts,  the hottest issue surrounding Sugarloaf seems to be the
time rehabilitating the dolphins is taking.  As A N I M A L
PEOPLE went to press,   the Ocean Reef dolphins had been
there for 10 months,  and the Navy dolphins for six months.  

“Wells needed only 26 days to rehabilitate Misha
and Echo for release,”  pointed out Rector.  

“The project is taking a lot longer than a con-artist

––K.B.



can spend in one place,”  added Trout.
“What O’Barry is doing is nothing,"  said Roberts.

“He assumes you know nothing,  then states the obvious as a
revelation from heaven.  Nobody doing dolphin releases in
this country is ever going to work with him again.”

But even as Roberts spoke,  Andrew Dickson of
WSPA arrived in the U.S. from London,  to discuss enlisting
O’Barry’s help in removing highly endangered Chinese river
dolphins from the heavily polluted Yangtse River to a number
of  semi-natural sanctuaries.  Since the advent of industrializa-
tion along the Yangtse 40 years ago,  the river dolphins' num-
bers have declined from about 6,000 to just 400 as of 1984,
and no more than 100 now.  Their river habitat is further men-
aced by the construction of the Three Gorges dam project,
upstream,  which will reduce the fresh water flow.  The sanc-
tuaries are their last hope for survival.  The problem is getting
the dolphins into them.  An eight-year-old breeding sanctuary
in Hubei province has produced just one young dolphin,
while a five-year-old program at a similar site in Anhui
province has yet to raise any.  On June 16 the desperate Anhui
government offered a reward of $10,843––an immense sum in
China––to anyone who could deliver a live river dolphin to
the sanctuary.  This may only bring further dolphin losses
through clumsy capture and handling.

O'Barry has been to China to investigate the situa-
tion before,  and said he’d like to help again––"But I just
can’t.  We need to get those Navy dolphins back into the wild.
When this is over,”  he added,  “I’m looking at Cuba.  Ben
White is investigating this.  We'd bring former Soviet Navy
dolphins now kept in Europe back to Valdero Bay,  where a
lot of them were captured.  We just have to get the Cuban
government to agree to stop all captures,  so that they don’t
get recaptured after we release them.  Jean Michel Cousteau
wants to do a movie about it.  He has a relationship with Fidel
Castro,  and so does his father.  I think it might actually be
easier to rehab dolphins in Cuba:  there won’t be a NMFS or
an HSUS or any of these other Johnny-come-latelys on our
backs.  If that falls through,"  he added,  "we’ll look at
Belize.”

Tooth-pulling
The Sugarloaf fracas was interupted on June 7 when

O’Barry ventured to Sarasota Bay to join Ben White,  Pacific
Coast director for Friends of Animals,  in an unsuccessful
effort to steer dolphins away from 56 Mote Marine Laboratory
volunteers,  who used eight speedboats to capture about 25
dolphins over the next 10 days in a 600-foot net for
researcher Randy Wells––the same Wells who did the moni-
tored dolphin release in 1990. Wells took blood,  urine,  and
fecal samples from each dolphin,  and removed a tooth under
local anesthetic from any who hadn’t been caught before dur-
ing the 12 years he has done the annual roundup and study,  to

get rid of her,”  Roberts charged,  when she objected to his
adding backdated notes.  “In March,”  Roberts added,  “after
Ric knew I was ready to make some changes,  he finally did
write down five pages of silly metaphysical mumbo-jumbo.
The last few pages actually explained some methodology,  but
I found out he’d only photocopied Lycan's protocol.”

O’Barry faxed ANIMAL PEOPLE the protocol in
question,  readily admitting that Lycan wrote some of it,  “but
she was working from what I told her,”  he claimed.  “I have
the knowledge.  She never prepared any dolphins for release
before,  and neither has anyone else but Randy Wells.”  

The protocol is informal and in part highly theoreti-
cal,  but no part appears to be without scientific foundation.

Meanwhile,  as Roberts accused O’Barry of failing
to share information,  Dolphin Alliance board member Mary
Mosely resigned on May 10,  siding with O’Barry and direct-
ing the same charge at Roberts.  “For some months,”  Mosely
wrote,  “it has become exceedingly clear that you do not wish
to divulge information regarding the Bogie and Bacall release
project.  I have asked only to be provided with a copy of the
(release) permit application and NMFS’ 14 pages of ques-
tions.  Our only notice of Bogie and Bacall being moved from
Ocean Reef to Sugarloaf was after the fact by a quick call and
later,  a photo of you posing with the dolphins.”

Initially intending to directly disrupt the captures,
White was deterred by a court order and a warning from the
FoA legal staff that breaking it could involve serious jail time.

Wells’ roundup commenced this year just after
World Wildlife Fund senior scientist Theo Colburn told the
47th annual meeting of the International Whaling
Commission,  held in Dublin,  Ireland,  that chlorine-based
chemical pollutants are apparently harming the reproduction
of all species of whales and dolphins.  Colburn’s study was
backed up by a study of the extent of oceanic chemical pollu-
tion presented by biologist Kevin Brown,  of Durham
University in England,  whose research was financed by the
Environmental Investigation Agency.  

“There are vast gaps in our knowledge,  but I
wouldn’t be surprised if there is a spiraling effect and whale
numbers start crashing.”   Brown said. 

O’Barry’s involvement in protest against Wells
work brought the resignation of Wild Dolphin Project marine
mammologist Denise Herzing from further involvement with
the Bogie and Bacall project,  after she objected to O’Barry’s
use of her name in remarks critical of Wells.

––Merritt Clifton
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Returns Rollin,  “A chapter on ani-
mals and an hour of discussion during a
semester-long survey course led by some
teaching assistant is a long way short of hav-
ing the material presented by someone who
understands the issues and is motivated to
teach about them in depth.”  

But he admits that his disagreement
with Regan here “is a matter of whether you
see the glass as half empty or half full.  He’s
encouraged that there’s something in the
glass,  and I want the whole drink.”

“”We now have a whole generation
of activists who are coming out of the class-
room,”  Regan counters,  “instead of being
initially influenced by protests or mass mail-
ings full of gruesome pictures.”  

The classroom-influenced activists,
Regan believes,  are less likely to have back-
grounds in traditional humane work,  but tend
to have stronger backgrounds in civics,  com-
munications,  political science,  and the law.
“And they use computers,”  he adds.  As a
result,  he suggests,  the character of animal
rights activism is changing.  Younger
activists are less likely to have become radi-
calized by negative experience in trying to
directly help animals,  the common back-
ground among first-wave leaders such as for-
mer animal control officer Ingrid Newkirk,
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an hour overtime.  He was among the princi-
pal authors of the 1985 amendments to the
Animal Welfare Act,  and along with Henry
Spira of the Coalition for Non-violent Food,
had much to do with recently abolishing the
mandatory facebranding of cattle coming into
the U.S. from Mexico.  Rollin’s part was
building consensus among ranchers that the
practice was indeed cruel and unnecessary.

Rollin’s salaried job,  however,  is
teaching what might be termed humane edu-
cation for future veterinarians (“Ethical and
Contextual Problems in Veterinary
Medicine”) and future farmers (“Ethical
Issues in Animal Science”).  He’s been teach-
ing the vet course as part of the required CSU
pre-veterinary curriculum for 20 years now,
and the agricultural course as a popular elec-
tive for 15 years.  From that perspective,  he
thinks humane groups are missing a bet.

“I look around,”  Rollin says,  “and
more than 20 years after Peter Singer and
Animal Liberation brought the animal rights
movement to college campuses,  long after
animal rights has become a concern of stu-
dent groups on every campus,  doing things
that influence basic academic policy,  there
are still only a handful of us who are paid to
teach about the ethical and moral issues that
have provoked all this concern.  Animal
rights and animal welfare are cultural issues,
political issues,  economic issues,  issues we
run into and talk about every day,  so why
aren’t they studied in the classroom?  It’s
because the resources haven’t been focused
there,”  Rollin answers himself.  “But the
resources can be put there.  For a pittance,
every campus could have someone qualified
who is paid to present a quality program on
the moral basis for considering animals.”  

What Rollin has in mind is nothing
so partisan or specific as instructing students
in the tenets of animal rights.  It’s more along
the lines of teaching students to ask the ques-

in to address the subject of animals and ethics
in their particular field,  they have to start
thinking from an ethical perspective about
how they’re using animals.  You’ll begin to
see some of them instigating changes,  of
their own volition,  when they recognize that
some of the things they do in their own
departments could be done in a better way.  

"You can pay the department that
hosts the course to offer it at least twice,”
Rollin adds.  “Most departments will run a
new course at least two or three times before
making it a requirement,  to get the bugs out.
You would expect the course to be well-
enrolled,  if it’s decently promoted,  because
students are interested.  You do have to con-
sider who’s going to take the course,”  he
notes.  “Is it going to be for general students,
or for people in animal-using fields?”

In Rollin’s own case,  his class for
agriculture students evolved from addressing
general students to its present focus,  because
as it became more popular,  it became neces-
sary to limit enrollment,  which in turn meant
restricting it to the students with the greatest
anticipated need for it.  

Rollin teaches only half as many
students as want to take his classes,  he says,
“because it’s very important to keep a class at
a manageable size.  You don’t want it to get
so large that it’s just you doing the talking,
from the front of a big lecture hall.  You want
to get decent teachers,”  he stresses.  “If you
don’t know somebody and don’t have a con-
tact who can lead you to the right professor to
get you started,  you can go right to the head
of a department,  the philosophy department
for example.  But department heads can be
completely ignorant of public issues.  You
could also make it competitive.  Publicize an
appeal for proposals.  Academic schedules
are set far in advance,”  Rollin warns,  “but if
you start developing something now,  you
could have a course by the fall of 1996.”

who founded PETA,  and former clinical vet-
erinarian Elliot Katz,  founder of In Defense
of Animals.  Activists who come out of class-
rooms,  Regan intimated,  might know less
about animals but more about people;  be less
alienated and alienating;  less reactive;  and
less confused about their agenda.

And many more of them might be
men,  a trend already evident.  For more than
a century,  four-fifth of activists in animal
causes have been female.  On college cam-
puses,  the recent balance is closer to three-
fifths,  although women are still more than
twice as likely to become vegetarians.

“This is one of the most astonishing
and encouraging things I’ve seen in my life-
time,”  Regan said.  “If you believe,  as I do,
that ideas make a difference,  then we are cer-
tainly making a difference in education.
Discussion of animal issues is everywhere.
It’s so pervasive that it’s hard to believe in
the context of several years ago,”  circa 1991
for instance.  In April 1991,  leaders of the
philosophy and psychology departments of
the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign tried to bar Regan from speaking
on the campus,  likened him in public state-
ments to Nazi propagandist Hermann
Goering,  and linked him erroneously to the
still unsolved February 1990 assassination of

Who is Fred Allison?
(from page one)

Bernard Rollin (left);  Tom Regan (right).
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tions of themselves that produce ethical con-
sideration of animals in routine decision-
making.  Rollin teaches applied philosophy
for two specific categories of future profes-
sional,  but as he points out,  “These concerns
are ubiquitous.  There are not many fields in
which animals are not involved,  whether in
research or production or using habitat,  and
we need to be teaching about what concerns
should be addressed,  so that we can function
more smoothly as a society,  without the kind
of conflicts that develop when interests are
ignored because nobody ever asks the right
questions.”  

Born to be wild
For Rollin,  a dedicated pragmatist

who graduated from reading Zen and the Art
of Motorcycle Maintenance as an undergrad-
uate to roaring through the Rockies on a
Harley-Davidson as a full professor who
knows his wrenches as well as his books,  the
acrimony often accompanying the evolution
of the animal rights movement is simply evi-
dence of gaps in teaching.  Teach people how
to detect and resolve problems,  he believes,
and problems will be detected and resolved.
Ignore problems of a compelling nature,
especially moral and ethical problems,  and
sooner or later the result is a schism.

“It really wouldn’t take much,”
Rollin insists.  “An organization might offer
money,  maybe $3,000,  to defray the cost of
preparing a proposed course.  It might be
given directly to a professor as a summer
stipend,  with the understanding that the
course will be offered on a trial basis.  It
would be best to approach a faculty member
who is already well established,”  as senior
faculty tend to have “a fair amount of flexi-
bility in what we teach.  You want  to get the
most credible people you can,”  he adds.  “If
you offer the money it takes to develop a pro-
gram,  you might attract a lot of people who
have an interest in ethical issues involving
animals,  but have not previously pursued it.

“Most places,” Rollin continues,
“would want to offer a multidisciplinary
course.  They can get help from specialists in
other departments––from animal husbandry,
medicine,  natural science––and that’s what
you want,  because when those people come

Tom Regan
If Rollin is a pragmatist,  Regan is

an unabashed idealist.  Regan even objected
to being discussed in this article under the
heading of “humane education.”  

“I do not see myself as being
engaged in humane education,”  he
explained.  “I present the ‘animal issue,’  in
my teaching,  as an animal rights issue.”  

Along with Francione,  and most of
the organized opposition to the animal rights
movement,  Regan draws a sharp distinction
between the animal rights perspective,  which
he sees as requiring fundamental change in
the structure of society,  and animal welfare,
summarized as the notion that one should be
kind to animals even if one is going to kill
them later.  Both Regan’s fundamentalist out-
look and his speaking style borrow heavily
from the beliefs and approaches of Martin
Luther King Jr.,  and it was indeed experi-
ence in the civil rights movement that eventu-
ally brought him into animal rights.

Paradoxically,  since overt radicals
generally feel more distant from the main-
stream than pragmatists,  Regan thinks Rollin
under-recognizes the extent to which teaching
about animal issues has already penetrated
ethical philosophy curriculums.  From his
vantage point as acting head of the NCU
departent of philosophy and religion,  Regan
observes that,  “It’s now hard to find a text-
book on moral philosophy that doesn’t
include a chapter on animal issues.”  

Regan cites,  as examples of widely
used texts whose authors are well-known for
work on animal issues, The Elements of
Moral Philosophy,  by James Rachels;
Practical Ethics,  by Peter Singer;  and his
own Matters of Life and Death.  A Regan
essay is also now included in the Norton
Reader on moral philosophy,  the academic
equivalent of canon.  

“This is one of the best-kept secrets
in the animal rights movement,”  Regan con-
tinues.  “Animal rights and animal welfare
are among the leading issues of our time,  and
the textbook industry,  like other industries,
is market-driven.  People want to understand
these issues,  so if you want to sell texts,  you
have to have a section on animals.”
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"When Fred Allison talks,  they listen." CDC in crisis
says The Times

A T L A N T A––The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention,  the
leading agency not only in the U.S. but
worldwide in battling zoonotic disease,
is so short of workspace,  so badly under-
staffed due to years of tight budgets,  and
has so much malfunctioning equipment
in urgent need of maintenance as to jeop-
ardize the health of its own researchers,
New York Times medical editor
Lawrence Altman reported on May 20.  

"Overall,  the milieu is unsafe,"
CDC director of laboratories Dr. Joseph
McDade told Altman.  

Fiscal restraint also inhibits the
CDC's ability to recruit top specialists.  

On paper,  the CDC budget
appears to have doubled since 1990,  to
$2.8 billion.  However,  Altman pointed
out,  virtually all of the extra funding has
been Congressionally directed to immu-
nization programs and breast cancer
research,  leaving static the budget sup-
porting the quick response the CDC is
known for to outbreaks of rabies,  Ebola
virus,  hantavirus,  plague,  and other
potential epidemics.  

While the immunization and
breast cancer research staffs have grown,
the CDC overall has lost 500 employees
since 1992,  leaving 6,500. 

University of Tennessee veterinary school
dean Hiram Kitchen––unaware that Kitchen
was among Regan’s personal friends,  and that
the Knox County sheriff’s department has
repeatedly denied ever having had any hint
that the crime,  an apparent failed robbery,
had anything to do with animals.

Growls Rollin,  “I’m not talking
about making activists.  You don’t move
social concerns by making activists;  you
move them by teaching citizens to become
responsive.”

Fred Allison
Fred Allison is a case in point.

Bernard Rollin’s course in “Animal Welfare
and Animal Agriculture” didn’t exactly
change Fred Allison’s life,  or even have an
immediate visible influence.  Allison didn’t
pursue the career in agribusiness he was
developing when he took the course,  but nei-
ther did he become an animal rights activist.
Instead,  following other career opportunities,
Allison joined the staff of the Genoa National
Bank,  in Genoa,  Nebraska,  whose motto is,
“The cornerstone of our community.”

Allison is big on community values.
That showed even when he wrote his term
paper for Rollin, entitled Show Ring Ethics.
Allison argued that the lessons in citizenship
and responsibility that 4-H and county fair
competitions are supposed to teach can only
be learned if competitors don’t take shortcuts
at the animals’ expense.  Allison’s knowledge
of the show ring impressed Rollin,  but despite

encouragement,  Allison recalls,  “I didn’t go
public.  I was about to take a job with Cargill,
and I wanted to avoid controversy.”

Rollin remembered Allison last win-
ter,  when a series of scandals involving use of
the banned growth-enhancing drug clenbuterol
hit the show ring circuit and the headlines.
Rollin gave his former pupil a call––and this
time,  being long since out of any related field,
Allison was receptive.  

“I was raised on a ranch in
California,”  Allison remembers,  “and I used
to show cattle.  I had a great experience.  It
opened a lot of doors for me.  Now I have
three children,  just coming into the age range
to participate.  But the prize money has gotten
so big that some people use the fairs just to
make money.  Values have been lost,  and the
way I feel about it is that if my children can’t
compete honestly,  I don’t want them to do it.”

At Rollin’s urging,  Allison joined
Barney Cosner of the State Fair of Texas and
Barbara Wood of the State Fair of Oklahoma
in drafting The National Show Ring Code of
E t h i c s.  It is now undergoing legal review,
pending probable adoption as official policy of
the three major show ring competition sacn-
tioning bodies––the International Association
of Fair and Livestock Expositions,  the
Western Fairs Association,  and the American
Rodeo and Livestock Managers Association.

“The only people who are going to
complain,”  Allison predicts,  “are the ones
using professional fitters or cheating.”

To animal rights fundamentalists

including Regan and Francione,  cleaning up
the 4-H circuit is beside the point,  since in
their view cattle should not be bred for slaugh-
ter or exhibit in the first place.  Francione even
argues that such reforms inhibit the progress
of an animal rights ethic because they lead
people to think that problems are being solved,
when the greater problem is simply that ani-
mals are slaughtered.

“I’m not going to touch that,”  grins
Allison.  “That’s maybe too deep for me.  But
I think we have to teach some humane values
and maybe even some animal rights values in
teaching good husbandry,  because this is also
part of teaching good human citizenship.
Most of the children who raise animals in 4-
H,”  he points out,  “don’t grow up to be
ranchers,  but they do grow up to be fathers
and mothers,  and raising an animal and even
bonding with that animal is part of their learn-
ing experience.”

Says Rollin,  “That’s what’s chang-
ing society.  Could you imagine someone of
Fred Allison’s background,  a conservative
middle American,  saying something like that
ten years ago––and backing it up with action
that is well-accepted by the animal industry?
He’s talking about teaching society,  including
the animal industry,  to expand our circle of
moral consideration.  When an advocate talks,
the people who are most responsible for how
animals are treated in our society may turn off.
When Fred Allison talks,  they listen.”

––Merritt Clifton

University of Guelph (Ontario) biochemist David Josephy
has reportedly developed a variant of the Ames cancer assay that
uses genetic technology rather than pieces of rodent livers to identi-
fy mutagenic agents. The Ames test,  named for inventor and outspo-
ken critic of animal testing Dr. Bruce Ames of the University of
California,  replaced the use of thousands of animals with the use of
liver fragments from a single specimen.  Josephy has now discovered a
way to splice into bacteria the gene that produces the metabolizing

Genzyme Transgenics Corporation,  of Massachusetts,
announced on May 17 that it has successfully developed a cancer-fight-
ing antibody that can be cultivated in goats modified by human genetic
material and transferred to humans via the goats’ milk.  Ten goats,  the
company says,  can match the output of a multimillion-dollar biotech-
nology factory.  This could dramatically lower the cost of cancer treat-
ment.

Spiders may be suitable for use in testing drug toxicity,

LABORATORY ANIMALS



American AV ad 
(10-issue reservation,
paid through 12/95)

July 15-29: Animal Amnesty vegan holiday on Strompoli island,  Italy.
$500/week.  Animals welcome;  no extra charge.  Info (available in
English):  39-258-104-038.
July 23-28: European Vegetarian Union C o n g r e s s,  Bratislava,
Slovak Republic.  Info:  Vegetarian-ska spolocnost,  Prazska 9,  81104
Bratislava,  Slovak Republic.  
July 26-28: Humane Education Summer Institute,  UFT Humane
Education Committee,  New York City.  Info:  212-410-3095.
July 26-30: Vegetarian Summerfest,  Bryant College,  Smithfield,
Rhode Island.  Info:  N. American Vegetarian Society,  518-568-7970.
August 6-13: Intl. Vegan Festival, San Diego.  Info:  616-625-3790.
August 19: National Homeless Animals Day. Info:  1-800-543-ISAR.
August 19-20: Sowing Seeds,  humane education conference sponsored
by the Animalearn division of the American Anti-Vivisection Society
and Illinois Animal Action,   Chicago.  Info:  1-800-SAY-AAVS.
August 20: Walk for the Animals,  to benefit Animal Rights Mobiliz-
ation–Chicago.  Info:  312-993-1181.
Sept. 8-10: 11th Annual Vegetarian Food Fair, Toronto.  Info:
Toronto Vegetarian Society,  416-533-3897.
Sept. 14-16: Animals In Entertainment,  conference hosted by the
Performing Animal Welfare Society,  N. Hollywood,  California.  Info:
209-745-PAWS.
September 15-17: Canine behavior,  obedience,  and aggression sem -
inars led by John Rogerson,  Tails-U-Win! Canine Center,  Manchester,
Connecticut.  Info:  203-646-5033;  203-429-5533;  or 203-875-7527.
September 23: No-Kills in the '90s,  conference hosted by Doing
Things for Animals in Phoenix,  sponsored by North Shore Animal
League and Pet Savers Foundation.  Speakers include keynote Merritt
Clifton of ANIMAL PEOPLE,  Richard Avanzino of the San Francisco
SPCA,  Faith Maloney of Best Friends,  Nanci Suro of MaxFund,  and
Martine Colette of Wildlife Waystation.  Info:  (602) 977-5793.
October 20-24: 2nd World Congress on Alternatives and Animal Use
in the Life Sciences,  Utrecht,  The Netherlands.  Info:   e-mail to
l.donkers@poboc.ruu.nl..302

United Animal Nations 
Emergency Animal Rescue Service training workshops:

July 9: Pittsburgh,  Pa.;   July 15: Lexington,  Kentucky; 
July 29: Long Beach,  Calif.; July 30: Manhattan Beach,  Calif.;

August 16: Long Island,  N.Y.; August 18:  Syracuse,  N.Y.; 
August 19: Rochester,  N.Y.;  September 16: East Lansing,  Mich.

Info:  916-429-2457.

Summer events

NASA researchers reported in May,  because they react to psychotropic
drugs much as do humans.  Spiders on marijuana lose their concentra-
tion about halfway through spinning a web;  spiders on caffeine spin
threads at random;  spiders on benzedrine frantically spin inefficient
webs with big holes;  and spiders on chloral hydrate,  an ingredient of
sleeping pills,  just nod off.  The findings appeared in New Scientist.

Among a growing number of lawsuits filed against the
University of California at Irvine Medical Center and the affiliated
Saddleback Center for Reproductive Health,  for alleged unauthorized
use of clients’ eggs,  are one from a Santa Ana pharmaceutical data
researcher who charges that four of her infertile eggs were used in
experiments by a monkey researcher at the University of Wisconsin pri-
mate center in Madison.  Most of the suits involve alleged unauthorized
use of eggs to impregnate third parties who believed they were receiv-
ing their own eggs back after test tube fertilization.

Edward Robinson and colleagues at the Southwest
Foundation in San Antonio,  Texas,  have reportedly developed pro-
tocols for using opossums in cholesterol metabolism and skin cancer
studies.  The May 1995 edition of the trade journal Lab Animal predict-
ed “a rapid increase in the use of opossums in labs” as a result,
because,  “Their docility and resistance to disease makes the marsupial
an ideal laboratory animal.”  Opossums’ immune systems are so strong
that they can reportedly withstand up to 5,000 times the dose of rabies
virus that kills most other mammals.

The number of animals used in British laboratories has
fallen 58% in 20 years,  reports Andrew Rowan of the Center for
Animals and Public Policy at Tufts University;  in 1993,  just 2.1 mil-
lion animals were used,  including rats and mice,  down from 5.6 mil-
lion 1972.  Rowan also recently found that British government records
kept since 1885  show a 21% annual growth rate in the number of
experiments using animals through 1911,  coinciding with the emer-
gence of bacteriology;  a leveling off until 1921,  probably caused by
diversion of biomedical resources during World War I;  a 20% annual
growth rate from 1922 through 1931,  followed by 11% annual growth
during the Great Depression;  and slower change since 1937,  as a 6%
rate of annual increase between 1937 and 1971 has been almost been
erased by a 5% average annual decrease from 1979 through 1993.  

enzyme which identifies a substance as a mutagen,  so that enzymes
from rat livers are no longer needed.  With the aid of Peter Guengerich,
a researcher at the Vanderbilt University School of Medicine in
Nashville,  Tennessee,  Josephy has also developed a way to use a
cloned human gene,  instead of a rat gene,  to make the assay more rep-
resentative of human response. 

FOR YOUR PURRY ONE:
Durable crocheted
"mouse" stuffed with our
own organically grown 
catnip.

FOR YOU:  Current issue of The Civil Abolitionist,  the
publication showing how animal experiments are irrelevant
to human conditions and can actually harm the humans they
are supposed to help.
Both for $4,  from CPAPR,  Box 26,  Swain,  NY  14884



Legislation
The 1995 Virginia legislative ses-

sion passed bills to enable shelters to trans-
port animals for adoption out of state,  to pro-
hibit the sale of any dog or cat under seven
weeks of age without the animal's mother,
and to limit the species who may be offered by
canned hunts to specified varieties of sheep,
goats,  and swine.  Only canned hunts already
operating as of January 1,  1995,  will be given
permits to continue operations.

The Nevada state senate on June
17 narrowly defeated SB 45,  the "Livestock
owners' Bill of Rights,"  11-10.   L a n g u a g e
in the wise-use wiseguy measure could have
been construed as legalizing virtually any sort
of cruelty if undertaken for an economic pur-
pose.

Honolulu mayor Jeremy Harris on
May 31 signed an ordinance requiring all cats
to be identified by tags or microchips,  and to
be neutered if at least six months of age and
allowed outdoors.

Initiatives
Upset with Humane Society of

Greater Akron (Ohio) euthanasia policies,
board member Marlene Kovacevic,  former
board member Ruth Freeman,  and former ani-
mal review committee member Julie Bandy
have incorporated a new adoption promotion
group called Friends of Pets,  drawing upon a
volunteer pool cut loose when HSGA execu-
tive director James Noonan,  DVM,  suspend-
ed all volunteer programs on May 21,  effec-
tive until August 1,  to minimize friction that
has evolved in recent years between volun-
teers and professional staff,  and required all
volunteers to reapply to remain involved.

The San Diego County depart-
ments of Animal Control and Social
Services have signed a pact under which their
investigators are to alert each other to cases of
suspected child and/or animal abuse.  

Work has begun on a new $1.3
million Tulsa City Animal Shelter,  to open
next spring.  In 1994 the current city shelter
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Dog attacks
Afraid he'd hit one of neighbor

Troy Dean Thomas' eleven Airedale/boxer
crosses on May 19 with his go-cart,  Robert
Allen Thorpe,  11,  of Lower Tyrone Town-
ship,  Pennsylvania,  drove home,  told his
mother,  and walked back to check.  He died
that evening after searchers found him hunched
beside a creek in the fetal position with his
throat and torso torn by more than 100 separate
bites.  The Fayette County SPCA had confis-
cated 14 other dogs from Thomas in 1992,
some of them starving,  and had warned him
about letting dogs run loose in late 1994.  On
the day of Thorpe's funeral,  arson leveled
Thomas' trailer home.  Thorpe's grandparents
and father were questioned but not charged.

Two pit bull terriers who were
awaiting appeal of a euthanasia order o n
May 17 escaped from impoundment at Doyle's
Bed and Breakfast in Kent,  New York,  and
killed a German shepherd belonging to owner
Richard Doyle.  Employee Melody Evans of
Yorktown resigned and called police in nearby
Carmel when Doyle refused to take the badly
injured German shepherd to a veterinarian.
Doyle claimed the German shepherd was "fine,
on the comeback trail."  After the death, the
Putnam County Humane Society––which had
held the Kent pound contract until Doyle made
a lower bid earlier in the year––charged Doyle
with cruel neglect.  The pit bulls,  belonging to
the Noga family of Lake Carmel, were to be
euthanized for mauling a poodle and her owner
on February 15.

History
Milwaukee mayor John Norquist

has spoken in favor of returning the only
known statue of American SPCA founder
Henry Bergh to the site in front of City Hall
that it occupied from 1888––seven years before
City Hall was built––until 1967,  when it was
moved to the Wisconsin Humane Society dur-
ing street widening.  WHS is soon to relocate,
leaving the statue homeless.

Founded on September 22,  1905,

SHAKE-UP AT PET SAVERS
PORT WASHINGTON,  N.Y.––North Shore Animal League president John

Stevenson on June 14 announced a major restructuring of the Pet Savers Foundation,  for
reasons of improved economic and organizational efficiency.  Formerly NSAL's
International Division,  Pet Savers for two years had been the umbrella for all North Shore
outreach programs intended to assist other shelters.  While Pet Savers will continue to
administer grant programs,  Spay/USA and the Seniors for Seniors program to match older
adopters with older animals are now under the administration of NSAL director of shelter
services Michael Arms,  while the Pet Savers marketing department has been eliminated.
Stevenson himself will now supervise the grants program,  

"We're going to expand what we offer in the way of specialized training in
fundraising and shelter management,"  Stevenson told ANIMAL PEOPLE,  "and we're
going to make grants on more of a matching basis,  so that shelters are encouraged to
improve their own capacity for raising money.  We're going to look for more active involve-
ment in fundraising from shelter boards.  That's supposed to be their function,  and we find a
lot of boards aren't doing it."

The longterm goal of Pet Savers,  Stevenson added,  will be to create a college of
shelter management,  with the help of one or more major corporate sponsors.

Former Pet Savers chief Bob Commisso has left the organization.  
In unrelated developments,  longtime NSAL staffer Elizabeth Petrecca retired,

and creative director Barbara Bukovetsky has been promoted to head  fundraising.

Trouble
The Los Angeles Department of

Animal Regulation on May 26 closed the
Pet Sanctuary no-kill shelter in Sun Valley
due to squalid condtions and charged operator
Mary Lou Rossignol,  58,  with cruel neglect
of 70 dogs,  30 cats,  10 rabbits,  and miscel-
laneous other animals.  Situated in a junkyard
district,  the Pet Sanctuary kennels date to the
turn of the century.

Hockey player Christian Laettner
of the Minnesota Timberwolves r e c o v e r e d
his dog Chief in mid-May,  after a month-long
search publicized by local media,  when a
University of Minnesota biomedical
researcher recognized the dog from a newspa-
per photo.  Chief was picked up by St. Paul
animal control officers on April 22,  then sold
to the university for $42 when he wasn’t
reclaimed and no one realized that he matched
the description of Laettner’s dog.

The Pets Alive no-kill shelter in
Middletown,  New York,  embroiled in
financial and legal turmoil pertaining to the
personal life of founder Sara Whelan for at

Convicted on March 15 of abusing
more than 350 dogs, in a case pending since
July 1993,  dog breeder Charlotte Speegle of
Oroville,  California,  and six of her associates
on May 22 filed seven lawsuits seeking dam-
ages of $1 million apiece from dozens of defen-
dants including the Northwest SPCA,  the
C h i c o E n t e r p r i s e - R e c o r d,  and U.S. Attorney
General Janet Reno,  for allegedly violating the
U.S. Constitution by seizing their dogs.
Speegle,  at the time,  was supposed to be
undergoing a  90-day pre-sentencing psychi-
atric evaluation at the Chowchilla state peniten-
tiary.  "We will not go quietly into the ovens,"
said plaintiff Lee Larkin in the text of her suit.
"The lawsuit is the last-ditch effort before we,
the people,  declare war on you,  the govern-
ment."  

Miscellany
“We’ve developed a dog who can

smell a gun,” Bureau of Alcohol,  Tobacco,
and Firearms enforcement chief Charles
Thompson announced May 12.  Even more
skilled than bomb-sniffing dogs,  the prototype,
Charlie,  was raised by the Guide Dog

Animal control & rescue



Fund for Animals national director Heidi Prescott,  who won $75,000
from rock star and bowhunting promoter Ted Nugent in a recent libel settlement,
"has already spent most of it on advertising against the Hegins pigeon shoot,"  says
Fund online information server Mike Markarian.  Prescott has dashed before the guns
at Hegins many times to rescue wounded birds.

The PETA headquarters will be moving next spring from Rockville,
Maryland,  to new offices in Seattle,  staffers told ANIMAL PEOPLE in mid-May.
The move is chiefly to consolidate operations,  they said,  as the PETA fundraising
office is already on the west coast.

The Washington Humane Society is still doing animal control for
Washington D.C., as a much rumored takeover of the contract by the Humane Society
of the U.S. has reportedly been delayed until September as negotiations continue.

as the Fort Worth Humane Society,  the
Humane Society of North Texas seeks histori-
cal information about itself for use in a 90th
anniversary celebration.  As the Tarrant
County Humane Society from 1910 to 1982,  it
first focused upon the protection of women and
children,  refocused to vaccinating children
during the 1950s,  and as the state gradually
took over these duties,  evolved into the pre-
sent emphasis on animal protection.  Write to
James Bias,  Executive Director,  HSNT,  1840
East Lancaster,  Ft. Worth,  TX  76103. 

The SPCA of Monterrey County is
celebrating its 90th year of service. A pio-
neer in many respects,  it adopted a bylaw
against providing animals to laboratories in
1928,  went to lethal injection euthanasia in
1954,  and opened a neutering clinic in 1976.
Discovering from a recent survey that more
than 90% of members own pets other than cats
and dogs,  director Lynn Phelan is now plan-
ning pioneering programs focusing on rodents,
rabbits,  reptiles,  and birds.

Foundation for the Blind in Smithtown,  New
York,  and trained by the Connecticut Police
Academy,  which has trained bomb-sniffing
dogs in high volume since 1992,  when the
State Department began a $3.9 million program
to send 102 such dogs to foreign anti-terrorist
units.

Darlene Larson,  longtime animal
control chief in Billings,  Montana,  and a
past president of the National Animal Control
Association,  retired on April 21 out of discour-
agement at trying to operate after taking a 44%
budget cut two years ago.  

The Neponset Valley Humane
S o c i e t y,  of Canton,  Massachusetts,  popula-
tion 18,000,  raised $50,000 on May 21 with its
second annual "Walk for Animals."  About
1,000 people participated.

The Humane Society of the High
P l a i n s in Hays,  Kansas,  on May 27 held a
birthday party in honor of board president
Mary Ann Thompson's black-and-wite tomcat,
I.B. Dent,  24––who slept through most of it on
the center table.

took in 10,724 animals,  euthanizing 90%.
The other major shelter in Tulsa,  Adoption
Aid,  took in 1,684,  euthanizing just 32%,  but
that cut the combined euthanasia rate only to
82%,  still 6% above the U.S. average.

Caroline Stuart of Nome,  Alaska,
recently formed Nome's first humane soci-
ety,  People And Animals Working Side-by-
side (PAWS);  opened the city's first animal
shelter;  and convinced the city council to hire
its first animal control officer.  The previous
absence of such institutions is somewhat puz-
zling given that the "Baldy of Nome" series of
dog stories,  written by a longtime resident,
were immensely popular in the 1930s,  and
included frequent sermons to children about
the importance of being kind to animals.

The Animal Rescue Centre,  a pro-
jected shelter and neutering clinic to be estab-
lished in Costa Rica by Canadian humane
activist Sharon Thompson,  has received chari-
table status at 335 Albert St.,  Waterloo,
Ontario N2L 3T9.

least seven years,  was rescued from foreclo-
sure in May by a strong response to last-
minute media appeals.

Lawsuits
The Wisconsin Court of Appeals

on May 16 denied convicted animal abuser
Derald Zimmer's appeal of a judicial order
that he pay $20,500 restitution to the Fox
Valley Humane Association,  of Appleton,
for housing 17 dogs and 55 rabbits seized
from him and held for seven months in 1990.

A four-year dispute among  bird
rehabilitators Midge and Woody Erskine,
their neighbors Dennis and Vanessa Baker,
who claim the birds create a "putrid smell,
producing filthy,  impure and unwholesome
premises,"  and the city of Midland,  Texas,
which holds the Erskine's 4.4 acres of native
habitat to be in violation of a "weedy lot"
ordinance,  is scheduled for a federal court
hearing on September 18.  The Erskines
charge the city with violation of due process
in trying to oust their rehab center.

Moore & Ahlers - paid through 9/95.
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Hantavirus,  transmitted by rodent droppings,  killed a 45-year-old California
man on June 6,  in Santa Fe,  New Mexico,  bringing the known U.S. death toll to 56,  in 111
cases identified since 1993.  The disease tends to cluster,  and the victim was within the Four
Corners area where New Mexico,  Arizona,  Colorado,  and Nevada meet,  where the biggest
outbreak on record killed 32 people in the series of cases that led to isolating and naming the
virus.  However,  the victim lived within another cluster location,  near Crowley Lake,  150 to
200 miles south of Lake Tahoe.  Since 1993,  there have been 10 cases within 100 miles of
Reno,  Nevada,  the biggest city in the region ––all on the California side of the state line.

Hantavirus also killed a resident of Suffolk County,  New York,  earlier this year,
state health commissioner Dr. Barbara DeBuono reported on May 3.  The victim worked out-
doors in a mouse-infested environment,  she said.  The only previous New York victim was
Brown University student David Rosenberg,  22,  who apparently contracted hantavirus while
visiting his parents’ Suffolk home in January 1994.  

Another outbreak of hantavirus has hit Argentina,  killing four residents of El
Bolson,  well to the south,  and two residents of Salta,  1,200 miles to the north.  

While hantavirus does not afflict great numbers of people,  it is much feared because
the onset resembles a bad common cold,  and the often fatal turn for the worse hits victims
with dramatic speed.

VETERINARY NOTES
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Oral rabies vaccine approved
PHILADELPHIA––The USDA on June 7 conditionally licensed the production

and use of Raboral,  the oral rabies vaccine embedded in bait balls––but only for immuniz-
ing raccoons.  Raboral,  also known as V-RG,  may be approved later,  officials said, for use
against fox rabies and a strain of canine rabies carried by coyotes in south Texas,  after com-
pletiing further field trials now underway.  

Developed by the Wistar Institute in Philadelphia and the French biotechnology
firm Transgene,  and produced by Rhone-Merieux,  Raboral is a variant of an oral rabies
vaccine first tested against fox rabies in Switzerland during 1972.  Air drops begun in 1978
proved so effective that use spread swiftly throughout Europe.  The vaccine is now being
used in a multinational effort coordinated by the World Health Organization in hopes of
eradicating fox rabies and dog rabies from Europe,  Turkey,  and parts of Africa.  

Wistar developed the version for raccoon rabies in 1982,  but the National Wildlife
Federation obstructed the field testing necessary for use in the U.S. until 1990 with a series
of lawsuits.  Purportedly,  the NWF was concerned about the introduction of a genetically
engineered product into the U.S. environment––even though the genetically modified com-
ponent,  the rabies virus itself,  is killed before becoming part of the vaccine.  However,  the
NWF is a federation of 49 state hunting clubs,  and hunters and trappers have long tried to
rationalize their activity by claiming to prevent rabies by thinning wild animal populations.
The advent of an inexpensive,  easily administered wildlife vaccine kills that rationale.  

While the legal and political battle dragged on,  the mid-Atlantic raccoon rabies
pandemic spread––started in 1977 by coonhunters and trappers who translocated rabid rac-
coons from Florida to West Virginia,    and moving fastest through Delaware,  Maryland,
Virginia,  New Jersey,  and Pennsylvania,  where more than 500,000 raccoons a year were
trapped and at least as many more were shot each year through 1988,  when pelt prices and
trapping activity began an ongoing crash.  Translocations of foxes and coyotes for hunting in
“chase pens” have subsequently spread the Texas outbreak throughout the South,  though
the numbers of infected animals are still quite low.

HANTAVIRUS HITS IN CALIFORNIA,  NEW YORK

Animal health

Tom Petroski,
now 11,   a regular at Bobbi
Edwards' daycare center in
Easton,   Connecticut,   since
the age of six months,  "used
to take one of our live cats to
bed at naptime when every -
one else took stuffed ones,"
writes Edwards.  The iguana
was rescued from a dreary
life in a 10-gallon tank at
another child's home and
given an enriched new habi -
tat in a home with another
iguana––a four-footer––
where he is often allowed to
explore at will.  "After six
months with the run of the
house,"  Edwards says,  "he
looks 100% better and loves
to be petted and handled."



The death toll in the Zairean out-
break of Ebola virus hit 202 on June 7,  but
the number of known cases held at 245.
Health officials agreed the epidemic was
essentially contained.  The only more deadly
outbreaks on record came in 1976 and 1979,
in the same general region.  While Ebola first
hit in January,  the trigger for rapid spread was
the April 9 transfer of an infected laboratory
worker from one hospital in the city of Kikwit
to another,  investigators reported.  Trying to
find how the disease jumped into humans,  the
investigators captured a variety of wild ani-
mals near Kikwit.  Previous Ebola outbreaks
have been traced to contact with green vervet
monkeys.  This one may have begun with a
November 1994 outbreak among Ivory Coast
chimpanzees,  identified by Dr. Bernard Le
Guenno of the French-based Pasteur Institute.  

The May/June 1995 edition of the
Journal of the American Animal Hospital
A s s o c i a t i o n reports that 93% of the cases in
the 1991-1993 Indiana canine distemper epi-
demic were due to lack of vaccination.  78.2%
of the dogs who contracted distemper died or
were euthanized,  the study found.  Epidemi-
ologists believe it is necessary to keep at least
70% of an animal or human population immu-
nized to prevent rapid disease transmission,
but the level of vaccination against distemper
in Indiana is believed to have been far lower.

Putnam County,  New York,  with
just a third of 1% of the U.S. population,  now
accounts for 2% of the Lyme Disease,  acting
health director Bruce Foley warned on May
17––326 of the 5,131 cases detected in New
York state in 1994,  and more than two times
as many cases as in 1993.

NATIONAL WILDLIFE ECOLOGY DAY
NWED – Sept. 16th

HELP MAKE NWED A DAY YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS,   
GAME AGENCIES,   AND HUNTERS WON'T FORGET.

LET GAME AGENCIES AND THE MEDIA KNOW THAT VOTERS ARE AWARE 
OF THE ATROCITIES PROMOTED AND CARRIED OUT IN THE NAME OF 
"CONSERVATION,"  "WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT,"  THE GOVERNMENT'S 

DESPICABLE DEPENDENCY ON KICKBACKS FROM THE LETHAL 
WEAPONS INDUSTRY,  AND WILDLIFE KILLERS' "PROTECTION MONEY."

YOU'D BETTER BELIEVE THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
IS OUT THERE NOW,  HUNTING FOR WOMEN'S AND CHILDREN'S

SOULS.  DON'T LET THEM "TAKE" ANY MORE.

__ Send me information about an NWED event in my area:
For groups who wish to have an event:

__  Send us an NWED packet to get us going.  We are enclosing $5.00+ to defray costs.
__  We will have an event;  send a packet,  but we cannot pay now.
__  We are enclosing $_________ to help folks who cannot pay.
__  We will have an event,  but we do not need your packet.
__  We will not have an event,  but we are enclosing a $_____________ contribution.

Name (print) ________________________________________________________
Organization: ________________________________________________________
Address:__________________________City___________State_____Zip________

Coordinated by C.A.S.H. – COMMITTEE TO ABOLISH SPORT HUNTING
POB 44,  Tomkins Cove,  NY  10986;  914-429-8733;  fax 914-429-1545.
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Franklin Loew,  founding dean of
the Tufts School of Veterinary
Medicine––the only veterinary school in New
England––has moved on after 13 years to head
the College of Veterinary Medicine at Cornell
University in New York,  his own alma mater.
The move takes Loew from the newest veteri-
nary school in the U.S. to the oldest:  Cornell
awarded the very first DVM degree ever
issued in 1876.   Under Loew,  Tufts won a
reputation for innovation,  both in veterinary
teaching,  where programs include wildlife
medicine,  equine sports medicine,  interna-
tional veterinary medicine,  and biotechnolo-
gy,   and in providing community leadership,
via the Center for Animals and Public Policy,
headed by Andrew Rowan,  and C a t n i p,  a
health newsletter for cat owners circulating up
to 90,000 copies.  At Cornell,  Loew will have
approximately the same number of students in
his department,  but twice the annual budget,
with much more extensive research facilities.

Hoping to halt an outbreak of
vesicular stomatitis,  an insect-carried flu-like
illness,  the USDA’s Regional Emergency
Animal Disease Eradication Organization
swung into action on June 4 in New Mexico,
applying insecticides to waterways,  cancelling
rodeos and horse shows,  placing several barns
under quarantine,  and imposing an embargo
on animal exports from the state.  Vesicular
stomatitis rarely has serious consequences in
humans,  but causes cattle to stop eating and is
highly contagious not only to cattle but also to
deer,  bobcats, goats,  raccoons,  and monkeys.
Immune animals may be carriers.   

Ketch-All
(paid through 10/95)

Veterinary researchers have at
last clinically isolated the mysterious virus
that has blinded an estimated 330,000 kan-
garoos so far this year in South Australia and
New South Wales,  Carl Gibson of the
Victorian Institute of Animal Science
announced on June 7.  It turns out to be carried
by flying insects,  whose hatching rate has per-
haps been increased by drought––but there is
still no known cure for the disease,  no vac-
cine,  no means of giving a vaccine to millions
of animals spread all over the Outback even if
one did exist,  and no ecologically safe means
of preventing transmission,  since there is no
way to target only the still unidentified carrier
species of insects with pesticides.  The blind-
ness epidemic actually began in March 1994
but wasn’t noticed until the incidence of kan-
garoo/car collisions shot up over the winter.
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The Wisconsin State
Senate on June 30 is to review in
executive session a proposal
advanced by the State Department of
Natural Resources to open a  124-
day crow-hunting season with a 25-
a-day bag limit.  “It is not much of a
secret,”  writes Darcy Kemnetz of
the Alliance for Animals,  “that the
DEC decided to endorse the rule for
a group of a dozen crow hunters in
order to get their support for their
increasingly dubious management of
sharp-tailed grouse.”

September 18 will be
opening day for the first South
Carolina alligator hunting season
in 30 years. An alligator trapping
license will be $150 for residents;
$300 for nonresidents.  Landowners
with at least 100 continguous acres
of occupied alligator habitat may
apply for resaleable alligator quo-
tas––which state alligator supervisor
Walt Rhodes says will encourage
habitat conservation.

Apparently killed several
times,  California senator Tim
Leslie’s bill to repeal the 1990
California Wildlife Protection Act
ban on mountain lion hunting was
revived June 10 and passed by the
state senate before many opponents
even knew it was up for considera-
tion.  At press time SB 28 was
awaiting action by the Assembly
Water,  Parks,  and Wildlife

We'll send you a copy of this ad
to include in your newsletter 

or sponsor in a local newspaper.  
Call the Fund at 301-585-2591.

Hearings began May 25
on a bill sponsored by House
Resources Committee chair Don
Young (R-Alaska),  which would
declare hunting to be an official
purpose of National Wildlife
Refuges and open all 504 refuges
up to hunters. Hunting is already
allowed on 272 refuges,  whose only
stated purpose since the system was
begun in 1903 is wildlife protection.

HR 112,  introduced by
Bill Brewster (D-Okla.),  would
transfer the Tishomingo Wildlife
Refuge to the state of Oklahoma,
apparently to increase access by
hunters.  Brewster’s wife,  described
by one report as “poster girl for the
National Rifle Association in
Washington D.C.,”  reputedly orga-
nizes bird-shooting parties for the
Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus.

HR 1202,  introduced by
Rep. George Brown (D-Calif.),
with 31 co-sponsors,  reads in part,
“Whoever,  in or affecting interstate
or foreign commerce,  knowingly
transfers,  transports,  or possesses a
confined exotic animal,  for the pur-
poses of allowing the killing or
injuring of that animal for entertain-
ment or the collection of a trophy,
shall be fined under this title,  or

imprisoned not more than one year,
or both.”

Michigan SB 529, to
open a dove hunting season,
cleared the state senate on May 25
and was expected to pass the house
on June 22.   Michigan has not
allowed dove hunting since 1905.
Fund for Animals president
Cleveland Amory has asked Gov.
John Engler to use his veto.  

Hunters run amok in spring legislative sessionsHunting tame bears
Friends of McNeill

River hope to flood a lottery for
permits to shoot bears at the
famed McNeill River Sanctuary
in Alaska with entries from non-
hunters.  As the bears at McNeill
have never been hunted,  they are
notoriously unconcerned by
humans,  who visit them all sum-
mer by the busload.  For lottery
info,  call the Alaska Dept. of Fish
and Game at 907-465-4100.



Fund ad

Committee,  and if approved there
would go to the full Assembly.  It
would have to be ratified by state
voters in March 1996––who over-
whelmingly approved the 1990 mea-
sure––before taking effect.

Indiana SEA 428 elimi-
nated a requirement that there be a
public hearing on emergency autho-
rizations of hunting for wildlife pop-
ulation control in state parks.

Hunting-related bills
adopted in Texas during the 1995
legislative session included SB 329,
to allow aerial hunting for wildlife
management purposes;  HB 670,
legalizing hunting dog events on land
regulated by Texas Parks and
Widlife,  but amended “to permit
field trials,  which will hopefully
exclude hog/dog events and raccoon
hunting,”  according to coordinator
JoAnne Jackson of the Texas
Humane Legislation Network;  HB
239/SB 97,  an anti-canned hunt bill
sponsored by THLN,  to ban the con-
trolled killing of some captive
exotics;  HB 1964,  apparently con-
tradicting HB 239/SB 97,  which
reportedly removed exotic species
from protection,  deleted record-
keeping requirements,  and deleted
licensing requirements for the “tak-
ing” of protected wildlife;  and HB
2012,  allowing Texas Parks and
Wildlife to withhold the identities of
hunting ranch permit holders,  exotic
animal breeders,  and holders of spe-
cial licenses allowing aerial hunting
or hunting of protected species.  

Mongolia on June 7
banned hunting or fishing for 19
endangered species,   including
snow leopards and sturgeon,  but will
still sell 15 permits per year to kill
argali,  the world’s rarest wild sheep,
at $10,000 apiece.  While guide
agencies have charged $25,000 to
hunt snow leopards,  Reuter reporter
Irja Halasz reports that their pelts sell
for as little as $25 in Ulan Bator due
to a glutted market.  Just 1,700 snow
leopards remain in the wild.

We'll send you a copy of this ad to include
in your newsletter or sponsor in a local

newspaper.  Call the Fund at 301-585-2591.



Come again?
The Pennsylvania Animal Welfare Society,  whose

winter 1995 newsletter called SPCA groups “as much a hin-
drance as a help” and said PAWS would rename itself the
Federation of Animal Advocates to avoid being mistaken for
one,  in its spring newsletter advocated “that a body be estab-
lished to do nothing but promote unity amongst activists.”   No
mention was made of the name change.

Support your right 
to arm bears

Congressman Larry Craig (R-Idaho),  a member
of the National Rifle Association board of directors,  on May
4 said he would introduce a bill to disarm the 7,000 rangers and
wardens of the Forest Service,  National Park Service,  Bureau
of Land Management,  and Fish and Wildlife Service,  because
his constituents fear the presence of “an armed federal entity.”
He apparently didn’t mention the Internal Revenue Service,
now negotiating with NRA attorneys the terms of a two-to-
three-year audit of the NRA’s tax-exempt status,  uses of funds,
and recent deficits,  totalling $24.4 million over the 1993 and
1994 fiscal years.  One primary issue:  whether the NRA violat-
ed federal law in transferring money raised under its tax exemp-
tion through affiliates to political action committees.

Noah for president
Kenyan conservationist Richard Leakey is forming

a political party named Sabina,  Swahili for “Noah’s Ark,”  to
contest the 17-year regime of Daniel arap Moi,  70,  whose
Kenya African National Union party has ruled since Kenya
gained independence from Britain in 1963.  Sabina is intended
to evoke both the idea that all races and tribes are welcome
within the party,  and Leakey's concern––and record––for pro-
tecting wildlife,  considered Kenya's greatest economic asset,
as the source of both tourism dollars and major conservation
grants.  Under global pressure to halt ivory poaching,  Moi put
Leakey,  50,  in charge of Kenyan wildlife programs in mid-
1989.  Leakey did largely halt the poaching,  cracking down
hard on corruption,  and remained on the job despite losing his
legs in a 1990 plane crash.  He resigned last year,  however, due
to pressure from the Moi government to reinstate sport hunting,
banned in Kenya since 1977.  His successor,  David Western,
on June 8 issued a 60-page report favoring the resumption of
fee-paying trophy hunting on private land.

Merry Old England
The London Sunday Times in early May claimed

an Animal Liberation Front clone called The Justice
Department  sent Prince Charles a rat trap with razor blades
glued to its edges,  after Charles took sons Harry and William
on their first fox hunt last October.  The pro-hunting Sunday
T e l e g r a p h,  however,  quoted police sources who explicitly
denied any link between the booby-trap and animal rights.

The story got renewed play on May 26,  when
London activist Geoff Sheppard was arrested for possession of
a shotgun and materials for making incendiary devices.
Sheppard previously served four years in prison,  1988-1992,
along with codefendant Andrew Clarke,  for firebombing
department store fur boutiques,  doing an estimated $15 mil-
lion worth of damage.  

On May 28,  activists in Dorset were on the other
end of violence,  as 23 hunt saboteurs including many women
were allegedly attacked from ambush by about 15 rock-throw-
ing,  club-swinging men said to belong to the New Forest
Foxhunt.  Ten activists were briefly hospitalized,  including a
woman who suffered a broken wrist when she was stomped.  

That night a firebombing attributed to the ALF
burned 38 milk tankers and other vehicles at two Milk Marque
Ltd. depots in Dorset,  doing about $5 million in damage.  The
ALF reportedly struck again on June 11,  torching five trucks
at the A.F. Ensor wholesale meat market in Gloucester.
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Dog logo The Watchdog moni -
tors fundraising,  spending,
and political activity in the
name of animal and habitat
p rotection—both pro and
con.  His empty bowl stands
for all the bowls left empty
when some take more than
they need.

The
Watchdog

ATTORNEY-IN-CHARGE LIKES

DIRECT-MAIL FUNDRAISING
The Animal Legal Defense Fund d e c l a r e d

fundraising costs of only $378,833 from a budget of
$1,326,292 during fiscal 1993––but actually spent $709,040
on direct mailing campaigns labeled “public education,”
according to the ALDF filing of IRS Form 990.  ALDF
fundraising and management expenses combined came to
67% of expenditures,  second highest among the 60 organiza-
tions whose 1993 returns ANIMAL PEOPLE has moni-
tored,  lower than the 96% of the Doris Day Animal League,
which has never spent less than 68% on fundraising and man-
agement,  but far more than the 40% limit set by the National
Charities Information Bureau.  ALDF by contrast spent only
$285,288 on actually providing legal services.   ALDF data
was not reported with that of the other 59 organizations in
our December 1994 edition because ALDF president Joyce
Tischler failed to repond to repeated written requests for the
Form 990,  and the IRS informed us in writing that as of our
deadline,  none had been filed.

PEOPLE FOR EATING TEACHERS

AND ADMINISTRATORS?
PETA education manager Bobbi Hoffman r a t-

tled 1,700 Ohio high schools in May with a letter asking fac-
ulty to mark confessed serial killer,  homosexual rapist,  and
cannibal Jeffrey Dahmer’s birthday with a day-long moratori-
um on dissection––reputedly Dahmer’s favorite adolescent
pastime,  both in class and out.



AHA (through September)



Octapus sales jumped from three or four a day
per fish dealer in the Detroit area to more than 50 in June,
when the Detroit Red Wings made the Stanley Cup finals.
Wings fans have thrown dead octapi on the ice to celebrate
playoff goals since fish merchant Pete Cusinamo began the
custom in 1952, proposing that the eight arms of the octapus
represented the eight wins then required to win the Stanley
Cup.    The Wings management does nothing to discourage
the custom;  the remains of the octapi,  a team spokesperson
says,  are dumped into the Detroit River after each game.
Additional playoff-time octapus-bashing occurred via "octa-
pus bowling" and "octapus volleyball" at the Ultimate Sports
Bar & Grill in Pontiac.  Letters of protest may be directed to
Arthur Pincus,  Vice President for Public Relations,  National
Hockey League,  1251 Avenue of the Americas,  47th Floor,
New York,  NY  10020;  fax 212-789-2020.

Turkish environment minister Riza Akcali o n
June 13 responded to an appeal from French actress-turned-
activist Brigitte Bardot by banning the Ukrainian traveling
exhibit Biostar-CH from performance,  and was reportedly
investigating the possibility of keeping the four Biostar dol-
phins and two seals at a rehabilitation center in Malta pending
their return to the Ukraine.

Horn-honking by an irate pickup truck driver
caused six elephants from the Clyde Beatty-Cole Brothers
Circus to bolt on May 19 in North Hanover,  Pennsylvania.
They dented several cars and smashed the windows out of a
Sears Auto Service Center––slated for demolition just a few
days later anyway––but settled down after the honker left.

The Chicago Animal Rights Coalition on June 5
introduced high school student Aaron Eaton of Waukegan,  a
volunteer at the Fraternal Order of Police rodeo held on
September 17,  1994,  as a witness to their contention since
that night that a steer was killed by a hard flip during the steer
wrestling event.  Eaton came forward to avere that he helped
carry the dead steer away.  He and other workers were
ordered to say nothing about the death,  he said,  as the rodeo
promoters,  the Barnes Cattle Company,   paraded a different
steer with similar markings before the audience,  claiming the
steer had been shaken up but had recovered.  Lake County
Sheriff Clinton Grinnell and local state's attorney Mike
Waller have refused to investigate the death and cover-up.

The Billings (Montana) Night Rodeo,  which filed
for bankruptcy and reorganization in June 1994,  will not per-
form this year,  but will be back next year at a less expensive
site,  promoter Larry Jordan pledged on May 25.  The Night
Rodeo staged 369 performances from 1991 into 1994,  attract-

The USDA on May 17 formally proposed to abol-
ish all use of face-branding in anti-brucellosis and tuberculosis
efforts.  The new rule would "change the regulations for tuber-
culosis and brucellosis identification to allow cattle or bison to
be branded only on the hip,"  according to acting assistant sec-
retary Patricia Jensen.  The proposal,  when adopted into effect,
will conclude a 20-month campaign by Henry Spira of the
Coalition for Non-Violent Food,  who jumped on the issue after
the face-branding requirement was extended to cattle imported
from Mexico in December 1993.  The USDA agreed to cease
face-branding Mexican cattle a year later,  after Spira's full-
page ads attacking face-branding appeared in The New York
Times,  The Washington Post,  and ANIMAL PEOPLE.

Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman on June 5
told European Union Agriculture Commissioner Franz Fisclher
that lifting the European ban on imports of hormone-treated
beef is his top trade priority,  and warned that if the ban
remains in place,  the U.S. will ask the World Trade
Organization to overturn it.  European farmers are not allowed
to produce meat with the aid of hormone-based growth stimu-
lants either,  but illegal use,  especially of the banned steroid
clenbuterol,  is reportedly widespread.

The end of June was to bring a last-minute effort
by France to resolve the impasse over animal transport reg-
ulations within the EU,  as the presidency of the trade associa-
tion will pass from the French delegation to Spain in July and
Spain remains resistant to all proposals favored by Britain and
other northern members.  Protests at British cattle shipping
ports,  underway since last fall,  have reportedly brought a 2%
dip in Dutch beef and veal slaughtering.

Colorado State University livestock handling
expert Temple Grandin reports that about 1% of the beef cat-
tle trucked to slaughter these days become downers due to poor
handling in transit,  amounting now to half of all downers.
Traditionally most downers have been dairy cattle who suffer
pelvic injuries from rough birthings and stress associated with
oversized udders. 

Since the deaths of four children from e. coli bac-
terial contamination of hamburger in Washington and
California made the incidence of such contamination a national
issue,  50 similar outbreaks of "hamburger disease" have
occured,  causing up to 20,000 illness episodes per year,  and
200 to 500 deaths a year,  report the Centers for Disease
Control.  However,  meat industry opposition continues to
block USDA efforts to impose stiffer inspection and labeling
rules ––and anti-regulatory bills passed by the House,   pending
in the Senate,  could prevent any new rules from taking effect.
Meanwhile,  Mark Rasmussen and Brad Bosworth of the
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The first commercial crocodile farm in Cambodia
opened on June 12 in Phnom Penh.  Owner Peter Chiang,  of
Hong Kong,  expects to make $150,000 a year by charging an
expected 70,000 visitors an admission fee.  It is unclear whether
he is actually raising crocodiles or gharials,  their needle-nosed
Southeast Asian relatives (shown above).

A "Survey of Stunning Methods Currently Used
during Slaughter of Poultry in Commercial Poultry Plants,"
published in a recent edition of the Journal of Applied Poultry
Research,  found that "electrical stunning was used on greater
than 90% of all birds slaughtered except light fowl and geese"
at the 329 plants examined,  despite the omission of poultry
from the stunning requirements of the Humane Slaughter Act.

Agricultural PACs gave Congressional candidates
$15.5 million during the 1993-1994 election campaigns,
reports the Centre for Responsive Politics.  Only two other
interest groups gave more.  The Coalition for a Competitive
Food and Agriculture System alone,  an umbrella for food
processors and trade associations,  gave $3.4 million;  PACs
representing recipients of government agricultural benefits gave
$4.1 million;  sugar industry PACs gave $1.83 million;  dairy
coop PACs gave $1.56 million;  "income support" PACs gave
$457,635;  and peanut PACs gave $261,920.  Eighty-seven
House members who opposed cuts in farm spending during this
spring's budget debate received $13,636 apiece from the farm
PACs,  on average–– more than twice the House norm.

The Ford Motor Company has introduced vegetari-
an entrees at the Ford World Headquarters cafeteria––and
they're a surprise smash hit with the auto workers,  the Detroit
Free Press reported on May 23.

A third of the Argentinian state of Patagonia has
become desertified from excessive sheep grazing since 1952;
80% is either already seriously affected or at risk,  according to
satellite photos taken last year by the National Institute of
Technical Agriculture.  The sheep herds are also declining;
there were 21 million sheep in 1952,  but just 12 million now.

A virus that somehow migrated from Ecuador in
mid-June killed $11 million worth of ranched Pacific white
shrimp in Matagorda County,  Texas.  Native Texas brown

Agriculture & diet

––M.C.

Entertainment



The Dallas County Sheriff's Department and
Texas Animal Health Commission in 1992 embarked upon an
effort to eradicate swine brucellosis among the feral hogs who
thrive in the Trinity River lowlands by eradicating the hogs.
They removed and killed about 200 hogs between January 1994
and mid-April 1995,  and bought several hundred more from
local property owners who rounded them up,  but Sheriff's
Department livestock officer Shelby Vess says the job is like
trying to round up and move a mountain of fire ants.

New York City parks commissioner Henry Stern
on May 16 called for "coyote crossing" signs at appropriate
points to help protect the city's coyotes from traffic accidents
that have already killed three of the first six to be seen inside
city limits.   Feared and hated in much of the U.S.,  coyotes
have quickly become icons to New Yorkers,  who,  when one
was shot,  sent thousands of dollars to Stern's office to start a
reward fund for the arrest and conviction of the culprit.

The National Park Service on May 26 proposed that
sharpshooters be hired to thin the deer at the Gettysburg
National Military Park,  whose presence purportedly interferes
with battlefield preservation.  About 800 to 1,000 deer live
within the 6,000-acre park,  which has an official carrying
capacity of a tenth as many.

Sheriff Harry Lee and deputies,  of Jefferson
Parish,  Louisiana, began shooting nutria in May as part of a
study by Louisiana State University biologist Robert Chabreck
to see whether shooting or trapping most reduces nutria num-
bers.  The nutria,  whose ancestors escaped from a fur-farming
venture by entrepreneur E.A. McIlhenny circa 1940 and prolif-
erated all over the state,  are accused of undermining levees.
As the killing took place,  between floods,  further investigation
found that in the Bayou Segnette State Park area,  some  sup-
posed nutria damage is done by armadillos digging for grubs.

ing about 100,000 total spectators.
At request of a carnival elephant owner,  Alaska

governor Tony Knowles on May 25 signed legislation
enabling residents to keep elephants,  providing they are com-
mercially exhibited,  insured for liability,  kept under control,
and kept in humane conditions.

Responding to protest against "rooster pulls," in
which horsemen try to pluck from the earth a rooster buried
up to his neck,  the Acoma pueblo and several other New
Mexico pueblos have closed the events to outsiders.  Another
several are barring cameras,  video records,  and even sketch
pads from the pulling area––but none,  as yet,  have cancelled
the pulls.  Purportedly begun in the era of Spanish occupation,
most of the pulls are only traceable as far back as the 1920s
and 1930s.

Nineteen of the 1,000 greyhounds kept at the
Jacksonville Kennel Club,  in Jacksonville,  Florida,  died on
May 9 of heat exhaustion.

The Food and Drug Administration is currently
evaluating a generic substitute for the Wyeth-Ayrst estrogen
supplement Premarin,  also derived from pregnant mare’s
urine (PMU),  made by Duramed Pharmaceuticals of
Cincinnati.  Premarin,  currently the cheapest estrogen sup-
plement on the market,  costs users 40ç a day;  the Duramed
version could cost as little as a nickel a day,  cutting deeply
into Wyeth-Ayrst’s $850 million a year monopoly––and per-
haps dooming humane efforts to end the production of PMU
by current methods,  which involve keeping the brood mares
standing on cement floors for six months at a stretch and
breeding about 75,000 foals a year whose only major market
is the horsemeat trade.  The estrogen industry was rocked,
however,  by an article in the June 15 edition of the New
England Journal of Medicine,  which found in a study of
1202,000 nurses that women who use hormone therapy for
five or more years after menopause are 30-40% more likely
to develop breast cancer than women who have never taken
menopausal hormones. 

Actor Christopher Reeve,  booed as a speaker at
the 1990 March for the Animals in Washington D.C. for urg-
ing moderation,  was paralyzed on May 31 when he was
bucked off his horse at a jump during the crosscountry phase
of the Spring Horse Trials of the Commonwealth Dressage
and Combined Training Association in Culpepper,  Virginia.

A zoo-bred herd of 11 adult Przewalski horses
and two colts, released a few at a time into Cevennes
National Park,  France,  since 1993,  produced two foals in
late April––the first wild horses born in France in recorded
history.  Przewalski horses are believed to be close relatives
of the horses shown in neolithic cave paintings found in
southern France.  The World Wildlife Fund,  sponsoring the
releases,  hopes to eventually move horses from the French
herd to join a herd of 19 released last year west of Ulan
Bator,  Mongolia,  where their forebears were captured.

Charro rodeo trainer Jesus Quinonez ,  a
Mexican national,  was convicted on May 12 in Golden,
Colorado,  of misdemeanor cruelty for kicking and dragging
a colt who had reared,  fallen,  and broken his back after
being tied to a post and flogged for bucking Quinonez off.
Quinonez was acquitted of allegedly beating the same horse
with a board four days earlier.  The case was prosecuted at
the instigation of Animal Rights Mobilization president
Robin Duxbury.

Horses

Tips from Jackie's Corner
Catnip balls: Collect old nylon hosiery.

Purchase catnip and cut several inches of hosiery.  Put
in a scoop of catnip,  tie in knot,  turn back over,  ball,
and tie with another piece of hosiery.  Make a bunch to
give to local animal shelters for cat toys.

Research: A researcher cut the front leg off a
frog and told the frog to jump.  The frog jumped.  He
cut the other front leg off the frog and told the frog to
jump.  The frog jumped.  He cut the right rear leg off
the frog and told the frog to jump.  The frog jumped.
He cut off the other rear leg of the frog and told the
frog to jump.  The frog did not jump.  Conclusion:
frogs become deaf when their legs are cut off.  

(From Ruth Gehlert.)
Read: No Room Save In The Heart,  by 

Ann Cottrell Free,  a collection of poetry and prose on
reverence for life of the highest quality.  $6.50 from––

Citizens Committee for Animal Rights
c/o Ms. J.K. Bullette

POB 483,  Flushing,  NY  11372

How 
many 
cats?  

A
Japanese
fantasy.

shrimp,  which aren't nearly as large,  seem resistant to the dis-
ease,  but Texas Shrimp Association executive director Wilma
Anderson said she would fight any effort by the ranchers to
restock with native shrimp,  highly coveted by the shrimp net-
ters the TSA represents.

Taiwanese investors in 1988 introduced big South
American golden snails to Vietnam as a potential export
crop––but unlike native Vietnamese snails,  which are algae-
and-weed-eaters,   golden snails eat rice,  and lay 25,000 eggs a
year apiece.  They have now invaded all 53 provinces of
Vietnam,  devouring 77,000 acres of rice and other food crops
just last year.  Prime minister Vo Van Kiet banned breeding
golden snails in September 1994,  but flooding along the
Mekong River continues to spread them,  and the only pesti-
cides that kill the snails also kill everything else in the vicini-
ty––leaving rice farmers to rely on catching snails by hand.  

National Animal Research Center in Ames,  Iowa,  have dis-
covered that the deadly form of e. coli occurs 100 times more
often if cattle are deprived of food for 24 hours during trans-
port.  Less "fasting stress,"  they say,  would cut e. coli poison-
ing substantially.  

Urban wildlife
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Island National Seashore on the Texas Gulf Coast,  74% were
traced to shrimp boats,  reports Padre Island chief of resource
protection John Miller.  NMFS simultaneously found that
shrimpers probably not using TEDs killed most of the record
526 sea turtles found dead on Texas beaches during 1994,
including those found with flippers hacked off to simulate
shark attacks and one found tied to iron bars that were appar-
ently supposed to sink her.

Initially recommended by NMFS in 1979,  TEDs
became mandatory in September 1989,  after prolonged study,
lawsuits,  and Congressional debates.  Meanwhile,  NMFS
found,  the shrimp fleet in the Gulf of Mexico and the South
Atlantic region caught more than 45,000 sea turtles annually,
killing more than 11,000.

The toll put Kemp Ridley turtles on the endangered
species list,  as the nesting population at their primary hatch-
ing area near Rancho Nuevo,  Mexico,  fell from circa 40,000
when discovered in 1947 to fewer than 200 in 1985,  when
accidental turtle captures apparently peaked at 50,000+ with
14,000 estimated dead.  Thanks to increased anti-poaching
patrols at Rancho Nuevo,  tougher turtle protection laws,  and
the use of TEDS,  there were 580 breeding female Kemp
Ridleys at all known nesting sites combined in 1994,  who
made 1,430 nests,  the most in at least 20 years.  One even
nested near Clearwater,  Florida,  only the second known
Kemp Ridley nesting in Florida ever (the first was at Madeira
Beach in 1989).  But 147 adult females were among the 350-
odd Kemp Ridleys who washed up dead in Texas and
Louisiana.

Loggerheads and leatherbacks,  far more numerous
initially, are now threatened species,  as are green sea turtles,
once abundant in their main habitat along the lower Texas
coast.  Toxins from rotting cannery wastes actually did more
harm to the green sea turtles than shrimping,  dropping their
numbers into the mid-thousands during the 1930s and 1940s.
The canneries,  however,  long since cleaned up or vanished,
while the turtles have yet to recover.   

Thriving 250 million years ago,  before the age of
dinosaurs,  evading and outbreeding predators including the
Pleisiosaur,  Moasaur,  and crocodiles as big as orcas,  surviv-
ing the extinctions that sent them all to oblivion,  sea turtles
are believed to be the most intelligent of reptiles.  Often
friendly toward divers,  they have nudged drowning humans
to the surface or toward shore on many occasions––much like
dolphins,  although unlike dolphins,  they do not tend their
young and therefore cannot be said to do so from a maternal
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Trouble on Turtle Island (from page one)
Hurricane Allison,  for instance,  on June 3 destroyed 26 of
the 28 known loggerhead nests on the beaches of Pinellas
County,  Florida,  including about 3,000 eggs––and wrecked
six machines that Clearwater Marine Science Center biologist
Glenn Harmon was using to monitor nest temperatures,  in a
study essential to species survival.  Harmon believes the nest
losses amount to about 25% of the turtle generation.  The loss-
es could be recouped,  with luck,  as loggerheads nest four or
five times a summer, and lay eggs until mid-August.  

The turtles could soon take another hit,  however,  as
Florida in June adopted a bill to allow fresh sand to be
dumped on beaches in summer,  as well as winter,  at risk of
burying turtle nests.  Yet without renourishment,  as rebuild-
ing beaches is called,  there might soon be nowhere for
Florida-nesting sea turtles to lay their eggs at all.  Generations
of building jetties and sea walls have created perennial shore-
line erosion.  Humans caused it;  humans can undo it,  too,
temporarily,  if they can find enough sand to do the job.  

That’s why Harmon was monitoring nest tempera-
tures.  Recapturing lost sand is costly and difficult, even with-
out competing claims to it,  and as Steve Higgins of the
Broward Department of Natural Resource Protection puts it,
“The sand is getting farther and farther from the beach pro-
jects.  The counties that need sand most are running short.”
For more than a year,  Metro-Dade County and the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers have fought the town of Golden Beach in
court over rights to an underwater sandbar that the Corps
wants to use to rebuild Miami Beach and the Sunny Isles
shoreline.  Eight percent of the endangered and threatened tur-
tles who nest in Florida nest at Golden Beach,  where shore-
line residents keep their outdoor lights off throughout the
summer to avoid disturbing turtles,  and nest sites are marked
by white stakes so that they don’t get stepped on.  Interior
Secretary Bruce Babbitt on April 14 approved an alternative,
to be tested at Surfside Beach in Dade County and the John
Lloyd Beach State Recreation Area in Broward:  importing
bright white Bahamian sand.

But there’s a catch.  The bright white sand reflects
more light.  That could mean cooler turtle nests.  Since turtle
sex is temperature-selected,  only males might hatch.  Harmon
was trying to find out just how much temperature variation is
involved in producing either sex of sea turtle.

Sons of what?
Add to natural and semi-natural threats the threat of

poaching.  Armed beach guards and volunteers recruited and

did the county finally accede to the nest-watchers’ request.
At that,  the cut in driving hours was challenged in court by a
local group called Sons of the Beach.

Friends of Newt’s
But the biggest threat to sea turtles may come from

Friends of Newt’s in Congress––even though Newt Gingrich
himself is purportedly sympathetic to their plight.  

“Studies have shown that an average of nine pounds
of finfish are taken and discarded for every pound of shrimp,”
including five million juvenile red snappers per year,
USFWS sea turtle program coordinator Jack Woody told the
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council back in January
1986.   Some improvements in fishing technique,  incidental
escapes through TEDs,  and predictably crashing fish popula-
tions have since cut the bycatch to just 4.2 pounds per pound
of shrimp.  In January,  NMFS officials suggested that along
with TEDs,  shrimpers might pull bycatch removal devices,
or BRDs.  Representative Billy Tauzin,  a Louisiana
Democrat who has suggested he might switch his registration
to Republican,  promptly proposed amendments to the
Magnuson Fisheries Act,  up for renewal this Congress,
which would exempt Gulf shrimpers from bycatch regula-
tions;  loosen restrictions on catching red snapper,  now close
to commercially extinction;  and just by the way,  free
shrimpers from the use of TEDs.  

This is the same Billy Tauzin who along with fellow
Louisiana Democratic Representative Jimmy Hayes and

"Come on in!"  (K.B.)



instinct.  Some sea turtles have reputedly even assisted floun-
dering shipwreck victims for days.  Such an incident may
have inspired the Native American belief that all the Earth
lies on the back of a great swimming turtle:  in many Native
American languages,  the very term for the Earth was Turtle
Island.  Yet despite their endurance,  disposition,  and history,
sea turtles may never have had so many deadly enemies.  

Nature is no kinder than ever.  On average,  depend-
ing on species,  from one sea turtle hatchling in 200 to one in
10,000 reaches maturity––and the percentage of eggs that do
hatch after 50 days of incubation often isn’t much better.

trained by the Gladys Porter Zoo in Brownsville,  Texas,  have
curbed the most blatant poaching at Rancho Nuevo,  but more
remote Mexican beaches are still often raided.  In November
1994,  Earth Island Institute sued Babbitt and Commerce
Secretary Ron Brown,  seeking to force the Clinton adminis-
tration to probe allegations that a grandfather clause in the
1990 Mexican turtle protection law allowing the sale of exist-
ing stocks of turtle byproducts is enabling merchants to fence
all the turtles and turtle eggs anyone can bring them.  The
eggs are coveted by some devotees of folk medicine,  in both
Asia and the Americas,  who believe they are an aphrodisiac. 

The 63 unarmed volunteer nest-watchers appointed
by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection are no
match for the poachers in their territory,  who though few in
number can be hugely destructive.  On May 31,  for example,
Palm Beach police arrested James Bivens,  43,  Greg Harmon,
36,  and Winfred Patrick,  25,  all of Boynton Beach,  in pos-
session of 371 loggerhead eggs––virtually all of them dam-
aged by handling beyond hope of hatching.   Bivens,  arrested
32 times for offenses including burglary,  armed robbery,  and
drug possession,  was fined $109,300 in 1990 for stealing
1,088 sea turtle eggs from a state park,  but escaped paying a
cent when a federal appeals court ruled a year later that the
penalty was greater than allowed by law.  The maximum
penalty has since been increased to $200,000.  However,
apparently now indigent,  Bivens probably won’t pay a cent
this time either.

Sea turtles also have plain vandals to contend with,
and bad public attitudes in towns less enlightened than Golden
Beach.  In early 1994,  the nest-watchers at Daytona Beach
asked that motor vehicles not be allowed on the beach before
8 a.m. or after 7 p.m.,  to give them enough of the morning to
locate and mark or move nests laid overnight.   But that would
have cut by four hours the time available to beach-goers too
lazy to walk from the edge of the dunes to the water––and to
high-speed driving on the sand,  a Daytona tradition since the
first official automotive speed records were set there in 1902. 

“Turtles live for 150 years,” fumed Beach Trust
Commission member Arthur Byrnes.  “Turtles are not that
dumb that we have to close the entire mileage of the beach to
protect them,”  never mind that the turtles most in need of pro-
tection are embryos and hatchlings.  

Added fellow BTC member George Locke,  “I’m
sick and tired of tree-huggers and Bambi-ites.  We need to
have that beach open.  We’ve got an economy we’ve got to
take care of.  I like turtles,”  he continued.  “I used to eat them
before they were protected.”

In April the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service threat-
ened to cite Volusia County for violating the Endangered
Species Act,  and to order the beach closed to all vehicle traf-
fic during nesting season,  May 1 to October 1.  Only in July

Senator John Breaux,  also a Democrat,  responded to NMFS’
May attempt to protect sea turtles by trying to dock the NMFS
budget $6 million in enforcement funding.  At that,  their
response was milder than that of Senator Slade Gorton,  a
Washington Republican,  whose pending SB 768 would
exempt sea turtles,  sea otters,  dolphins,  whales,  Stellar sea
lions,  and sea birds from ESA coverage.

The shrimp industry––which at $400 million gross
per year is worth less than some major league baseball
teams––does have a plan to save sea turtles.  Retired shrimper
Cyrus Sevin of the wise-use Environmental Group of America
has been lobbying since last summer for permission to open a
hatchery for Kemp Ridley sea turtles near Houma,  Louisiana,
which would raise turtles to compensate for those killed by
shrimping.  The idea is endorsed by economist Kent Jeffreys
in the influential True State of the Planet anthology (page 18);
Senator Breaux;  and the New Orleans T i m e s - P i c a y u n e.  In
economic and political terms,  it makes sense:  if the problem
is too few turtles,  produce more turtles.  The shrimpers can
jetison the hated TEDS and resume selling turtles as part of
their catch.  Turtle-ranching can even pay for itself by raising
surplus turtles for soup.   It may be unrealistic to expect politi-
cians to recognize that turtles have a right not to be killed en
masse;  turtles don’t vote.  And there is one important model
for success,  the Brazilian Marine Turtle Project (TAMAR),
begun as a government program in 1983 and turned over to a
nonprofit foundation in 1987.  TAMAR volunteers collect sea
turtle eggs from crowded beaches,  incubate them,  hatch
them,  and have so far pointed about 1.5 million hatchlings
toward the ocean:  270,000 a year now,  up from 20,000 in the
beginning.  The program is believed to have helped five
endangered species of sea turtle,  including the giant
leatherback,  which can weigh more than 1,540 pounds and
nests only in Espirito Santo state.  But experience with hatch-
ing Kemp Ridleys already suggests the same approach may
not work as well.  From 1978 into 1993,  the NMFS laborato-
ry in Galveston,  Texas,  imported hatchlings from Mexico
and raised them to the size of dinner plates,  big enough to
deter most natural predators,  before turning them loose.  The
USFWS denied NMFS further import permits in July 1993
when the program was unable to trace so much as one turtle,
let alone document a survival rate.

There is another outstanding failure.  Begun in
1978,  sea turtle ranching is literally decimating the wild sea
turtle population of the Indian Ocean,  charges Didier Derand
in the spring 1995 edition of Sea Shepherd Log.  “Each year
10,000 turtle hatchlings (10% of the total) are taken from the
beaches at Tromelin in the western Indian Ocean,”  Durand
writes.  “Flown to Reunion Island,”  the normally solitary tur-
tles––who can live to age 70––are fattened for three years in
intensive confinement,  often resulting in cannibalism,  thenGreen sea turtle.  (K.B.)



NEAH BAY,  WASHINGTON––The 1,700-
member Makah tribe,  headquartered on Puget Sound,  on
May 25 announced it will kill up to five grey whales a year
to sell to Japan,  starting in 1996,  under an 1855 treaty
which the Makah claim makes them the only Indian nation
with whaling rights guaranteed by the U.S. government.  

The Makah historically hunted whales on the open
ocean in cedar canoes.  Whale meat reputedly made up 80%
of the Makah diet in ancestral times,  but the tribe last killed
a whale in 1926,  turning to commercial fishing.  Falling
catches have now raised tribal unemployment to about 50%.

“There’s real frustration among the kids with
what’s happened to fishing,”  Makah general manager
Andrea Alexander told The New York Times.  “With whaling,
they would get to do something that has real cultural and
spiritual value,  and could put food on the table as well.”

Returned Paul Watson of the Sea Shepherd
Conservation Society,  “There isn’t any Makah alive today
who can kill a whale in the traditional manner.  They used to
keep slaves,  as well.  Do we go back to that?”  

Watson’s record of sympathy with Native
Americans includes penetrating the FBI lines to serve the
Oglala Sioux as a volunteer medic in 1973 during a 71-day
siege at Wounded Knee,  South Dakota,  which followed an
attempt to arrest American Indian Movement leader Leonard
Peltier for allegedly killing two FBI agents.  During that
siege,  however,  Watson had a vision of a bison telling him
to go save the creatures of the sea.  Watson has ever since
rejected claims that Native Americans should have any
unique privilege of killing sea creatures.

Makah representative Dan Greene was part of the
U.S. delegation to this year’s meeting of the International

ANI M AL PEOPLE,  J u l y/August 1995 - 17

Sea Shepherds pledge to fight native whaling claim
Whaling Commission,  but the tribe was unable to officially
request permission this year to kill whales for “native subsis-
tence,”  the pretext used by Alaskan Eskimos and Canadian
Inuit for killing endangered bowheads.  If a formal request is
made next year,  Watson said,  the IWC would not render a
decision until 1997.

“If the Makahs kill whales without authorization,”
Watson warned,  “they will be in violation of IWC regula-
tions,  and they will be considered pirates.  Because we rec-
ognize the Makah as a nation,  we intend to treat them as
equals to other nations––like Norway,  Iceland,  Spain,  and
Japan.  Since 1979,”  Watson reminded,  “we have sunk two
Icelandic whalers,  two Spanish whalers,  two Norwegian
whalers,  and one Japanese-owned whaler.  All seven vessels
were whaling illegally.  We will directly intervene to protect
the whales,  and we will expect Canadian and U.S. authori-
ties to back us.  We will not allow any Makah to strike a
grey whale.  We will put our ship in position and we will
defend the whales with resolve."  

Watson pledged to "crew the interception vessel
with Native Americans.  This will not be a white man vs.
Indian affair,"  he said.  "It will be between natives who will
fight for the whales and Makahs who intend to kill them.”

By itself,  the Makah whaling probably would not
put the grey whale species at risk.  Now numbering about
21,000,  grey whales were recently taken off the U.S. endan-
gered species list.  Hours after the Makah annoucement,
however, the 13-band Tseshat tribe of Vancouver Island,
Canada,  declared that it too would claim whaling rights.  

Meanwhile the Japanese-based Mitsubishi
Corporation is pursuing a salt mining scheme in Baja
California which marine biologists believe could destroy a
key grey whale breeding area.

Facing trial
Watson himself might not be around to confront

the Makah.  Watson is to stand trial beginning September 12
in St. Johns,  Newfoundland,  on three counts of criminal
mischief involving alleged reckless endangerment of human
life during a high seas challenge to the Cuban dragnetter Rio
Las Casas by the Sea Shepherd vessel Cleveland Amory off
the Grand Banks on July 28,  1993.  Two counts carry
potential life prison terms,  while the maximum penalty for
the third could be up to 10 years.  The Crown claims Watson
bumped the Cuban vessel.  Watson maintains he did not;
that the incident occurred outside Canadian waters;  and that
it was warranted by the World Charter for Nature.

Watson abandoned the Cleveland Amory in 1992
after being fined $35,000 for purportedly lacking proper
documentation.  That sentence was appealed on May 15;  a
verdict is pending.

Ironically,  the Canadian government itself has
harassed foreign dragnetters this year in a similar manner,
in the same area,  for the same reason:  attempting to prevent
the virtual extirpation of cod.  The Atlantic Canada cod fleet
has been idled since 1992,  to enable cod stocks to recover.  

The first hint of a cod recovery came May 27,
when a mature school estimated at 10,000 to 20,000 metric
tons was discovered by federal researchers in Trinity Bay,
along the eastern coast of Newfoundland.

Below:  grey whale.  (Photo by Bill Rossiter.)



killed to meet Japanese demand for meat and shells.  It is
unclear if a newly announced Japanese crackdown on imports
of endangered species byproducts will halt the traffic.
Meanwhile,  Derand says,  “The annual take is affecting the
wild populations,”  not only because of the removals but also
because,  “Human activity on the nesting sites is stressful to
the turtles.”  

The Sea Shepherd Conservation Society is helping
to fund Derand’s continuing investigations.  Letters of protest
against the program may be addressed to Ministere de
l’Environnement,  20 Ave. de Segur,  75302 Paris 07 SP,
France;  fax (1) 42-19-14-64.  Letters informing Congress of
the mixed outcome of turtle-hatching might also be useful.

Year of the Sea Turtle
On March 5,  the 26-nation South Pacific Regional

Environment Program declared 1995 the Year of the Sea
Turtle,  pointing out that loggerhead nesting in Australia is
down from 50% to 80% over the past decade,  while nestings
in Fiji crashed just last year.  Globally,  the declaration said,
there are only 500 to 1,000 breeding female hawksbill sea tur-
tles,  the species whose shells are most prized.

The declaration followed a year of encouraging
news for sea turtles: 

•  Earth Island Institute,  the Sierra Club,  and the
American SPCA in June 1994 sued NMFS,  Secretary of State
Warren Christopher,  Treasury Secretary Lloyd Bentsen,  and
Commerce Secretary Ron Brown,  demanding that the U.S.
embargo shrimp imports from nations without TED require-
ments––which could save up to 155,000 sea turtles a year.
The case is still unresolved.

•  Nicaragua in July 1994 banned turtle hunting and
the sale of sea turtle eggs during the July-to-January local
nesting season,  during which about 60,000 adult turtles of
five different species produce up to 1.4 million young––of

whom as many as one million used to be killed. 
•   Also in July 1994,  satellite tracking and DNA

testing confirmed that the loggerheads of Florida,  Georgia,
and South Carolina belong to the same population as those of
the Mediterranean.  Typically the hatchlings ride the Gulf
Stream to Spain,  spend 20 years within the Mediterranean,
then return to their hatching site to lay their own eggs.  The
discovery lent international impetus to completing the Archie
Carr National Wildlife Refuge,  a 20-mile stretch of beach
running from Wabasso to Melbourne,  where 25% of the log-
gerheads in the world nest,  along with 35% of the green sea
turtles.  In 1994,  16,000 nests within the refuge produced
175,000 hatchlings.  The prime undeveloped beachfront is
coming at a steep price:  $65 million so far,  for 3.7 miles,
with six miles to go,  including $15 million from the Richard
King Mellon Foundation,  almost $15 million from the state
of Florida,  and the rest from local taxpayers.  The federal
government,  providing administrative funding, hasn’t yet
chipped in a cent for land.

Since the Year of the Sea Turtle declaration,  the
news has been dismal.  Important as the Archie Carr refuge is
to loggerheads,  for instance,  the Ionian island of Zaknythos
is more than twice as important,  as the nesting area for 60%
of the species––and the nesting beaches are threatened by ille-
gal tourist-oriented construction,  facilitated by bribes,  World
Wildlife Fund expert Spyros Kouvelis and the Association for
the Protection of Sea Turtles charged on May 6.  They distrib-
uted to media copies of aerial photographs of a beachfront
road that the Greek government said did not exist.  

The photos were taken from the air after thugs
allegedly hired by the developers repeatedly beat up turtle
conservationists trying to work on the ground.  It gave the
conservationists a first-hand feel for the life of a sea turtle,
except that sea turtles can’t use wings to evade abuse.

––Merritt Clifton

After 250 million years,  a year in their honor
(from previous page)

Sea World of California on June 8 released two
common dolphins into the Pacific Ocean,  10 miles west of
San Diego,  after a month of rehabilitation.  The two were
found stranded near San Luis Obispo on May 3 and May 4,
respectively––shortly after Sea World released two other
common dolphins,  Catalina Bob and Malibu Bob,  who had
required a year of rehab apiece.  Something of a celebrity,
Catalina Bob was initially rescued from stranding on April
3,  1994,  near Morro Bay,  California.  Released after a
month of care by Marine World Africa USA,  Catalina Bob
stranded himself again two days later and was taken to Sea
World for more comprehensive treatment.  The four Sea
World parks have now rehabilitated and released more than
2,700 animals since 1990.

A 2,000-seat dolphin arena debuted June 1 at the
New York Aquarium,  which hadn’t exhibited dolphins
since the old 600-seat arena was torn down in 1993.

Two rock-hopper penguins,  hatched June 12
and 13,  were the first animals to be born in the Oceanarium
wing of Chicago's John Shedd Aquarium,  but one,  who
required help to get out of his shell,  died a few hours later.
The Oceanarium wing opened in 1991.  Now caring for 13
rock-hoppers,  18 gentoos,  and four Magellanic penguins,
Shedd staff believe they have convincingly overcome the
fungal outbreak––accidentally brought with 19 penguins
from the Glasgow Zoo in Scotland––that caused 13 penguin
deaths during 1990.

Education Management Corporation,  which
closed Ocean World at the end of last summer and turned
the site into a parking lot for the adjacent Art Institute of
Fort Lauderdale,  has reportedly been asked by the Florida
Department of Environmental Conservation to undertake an
extensive cleanup of the canalized Seminole River––its
longtime water source,  allegedly also used as a dump for
“motors,  old fencing,  all kinds of things,”  according to
former Ocean World dolphin trainer Russ Rector,  who later
led a campaign against the facility for purportedly abusing
animals.  “They also have 40 years worth of untreated dol-
phin and sea lion poop piled up where the backwash from
the filters came out,”  Rector said.

Aquariums

The Vancouver Aquarium,  frustrated by the
deaths of newborn orcas in 1988,  1992,  and earlier this
year,  has put its adult female orca (above) on chemical
contraception.  “The drug has been used with other
marine mammals,”  reported spokesperson Marisa
Nichini,  “but this is the first trial with a killer whale.
Data from a 120-day trial will provide a baseline for
future use.”                                         (Photo:  Kim Bartlett.)



Five pink flamingo chicks found in late May and early
June are the first to hatch in the British Virgin Islands since
feather hunters extirpated the species circa 40 years ago.  Their
parents were among 20 flamingos donated by a Bermuda zoo

18 - ANIMAL PEOP L E,   Jul y /August 1995

Gingrich defends biodiversity
––does Congress listen?

WASHINGTON D.C.––"We have enormous interests as human
beings in maintaining biological diversity,"  House Speaker Newt Gingrich
on May 27 warned fellow Republicans who seek to weaken the Endangered
Species Act.   "This is not just about large vertebrates.  This is also about the
fungi and the various things that produce the medicine of the future." 

Gingrich spoke after Maryland Republicans cancelled a hearing on
the ESA to which Harvard entomologist E.O. Wilson and Zoo Atlanta direc-
tor Terry Maples were to testify.  "I have never seen so many people afraid
of information in my life,"  said Rep. Wayne Gilchrest,  (R-Md.)

A Senate faction led by Slade Gorton (R-Wash.) favors a much
looser ESA structured somewhat along the present lines,  but the House
majority is believed to prefer shifting the focus from mandating protection
of rare species  to encouraging propagation via incentives.

While the hottest phase of the ESA debate is still ahead,  a harbin-
ger of the outcome may be in the House Appropriations subcommittee's rec-
ommended 1996 budget for the Department of the Interior,  issued on June
16.  The subcommittee recommended renaming the National Biological
Survey,  reducing it in size,  removing it from the jurisdiction of the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service,  and barring NBS researchers from entering pri-
vate property without written permission––but did not suggest terminating
it,  a goal of the most intransigant anti-ESA faction.  The subcommittee also
recommended lifting the moratorium on offshore oil and gas drilling along
the outer continental shelf that has been in effect to prevent harmful oil
spills since 1982,  and recommended extending the moratorium imposed
earlier this year on listing new endangered species.  The moratorium is in
conflict with the terms of a 1992 court settlement in which the Interior
Department agreed to list 400 species now on waiting lists by 1997.

Dolphin protection in danger
The House Resources Committee was meanwhile to hear propos-

als on June 22 from both the White House and members of Congress to ease
or lift the U.S. ban on imports of tuna caught “on dolphin”  in the eastern
Pacific,  through amendments to the Marine Mammal Protection Act.
Adopted in 1990,  after dramatic video of dolphin slaughters taken by
activist Sam LaBudde aired on all major TV networks just before the 20th
Earth Day celebration,  the import ban was ruled an unfair trade barrier in
1993 by a General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade  review panel,  because
it is based on a so-called “process standard,”  dictating how a product shall
be produced,  rather than on intrinsic qualities of the product.  The U.S.
ignored that ruling,  but  Mexican pressure to lift the ban has increased since
the 1993 ratification of the North American Free Trade Agreement.  Mexico
blames the ban for cutting the Ensenada tuna fleet from 88 vessels to just 18,
putting about 4,000 people out of work.  Claiming to have cut the dolphin
toll from 133,000 as of 1986 to just 4,000 last year,  Mexico wants the U.S.
to either drop the ban entirely or extend it to tuna netted “on dolphin” any-

BIRDS
After seven years,  $276,000, and a two-year review of

the release of 88 parrots between 1986 and 1993, the Wildlife
Preservation Trust has given up trying to reintroduce thick-billed
parrots to Arizona.  No released parrots are known to survive.
Captive-bred parrots were usually eaten by hawks within 48 hours;
wild-caught parrots taken from smugglers trying to import them
from Mexico fared little better.  Hunted to extinction in the U.S.
more than 90 years ago,  thick-billed parrots thrive on in the western
Sierra Madre mountains of Mexico.

Zoologists Richard Griffiths and Bela Tiwari h a v e
released a captive-reared female Spix macaw in Brazil,  close by the
male who since 1987 was believed to be the last left in the wild.
Just 30 Spix macaws remain in captivity.

In a first test of the strength of the environmental
accord accompanying the North American Free Trade Agreement,
the National Audubon Society,  El Grupo del Cien,  and the Mexican

Fur
The Canadian fur trade,

already in a dither over the prospect that
the pelts of 13 species often taken by
leghold trapping will be barred entry into
the European Union effective January 1,
1996,  was thrown into a further tizzy on
June 14 when a U.S. panel trying to lift
Canadian restrictions on U.S. radio and TV
broadcasting into Canada named furs as a
possible target of retaliatory trade sanctions.
Just three weeks earlier the U.S. joined
Canada in warning that it will appeal the
EU ban on leghold-trapped pelts to the
World Trade Commission if it is in fact
imposed.  The National Trappers
Association told U.S. trade representative
Mickey Kantor that in 1990 the fur trade
accounted for 226,000 American jobs.  U.S.
Census records reveal that the fur trade
actually accounted for no more than 43,000
jobs,  about half of them at wages or salary,
the rest job equivalents (figured by dividing
total trapline earnings by the minimum
wage for a year).

“November,  December,  and

––K.B.



where in the world.
Even if the MMPA is not amended,  enforcing it will be difficult if

the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is forced to take a
15% budget cut,  Assistant Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere Douglas
K. Hall warned on May 29.  Approved by the House,  the cut would bring a
30% loss of staff over the next five years,  said Hall.  NOAH is part of the
Commerce Department,  which some House leaders hope to abolish entirely.

Survival strategies
The largely anecdote-drive crusade against endangered species

protection gained momentum,  meanwhile,  when the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service was blamed for causing flooding in eastern New Orleans by opening
the floodgates at the Bayou Sauvage Wildlife Reserve on May 8,  without
prior notice,  while two of the city's three storm drainage pumps were offline
due to a power outage.  To make matters worse,  it happened in Rep. Billy
Tauzin's district.  Tauzin,  a Democrat who is vocally considering becoming
a Republican,  is a longtime leading foe of both the ESA and the MMPA.

Shifting into a cautious mode,  the USFWS ruled on May 31 that
while the bull trout qualifies for Endangered Species Act protection,  it
won’t get it,  ostensibly because related species claim higher priority.  The
bull trout is closely related to the better known Dolly Varden.  Dan Funsch
of the Alliance for the Wild Rockies,  which petitioned to add the bull trout
to the endangered species list,  accused USFWS of trying “to keep listings
from happening,”  to avoid further conflicts with landowners and Congress.   

The National Marine Fisheries Service in mid-May refused to drop
the Snake River sockeye salmon from the endangered species list as alleged-
ly extinct,  claiming at least 10 have returned to spawn during the past three
years at Redfish Lake,  Idaho.   In a case with an opposite twist,  continued
delay in listing the West Coast coho salmon brought a lawsuit from the
Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund and 24 other organizations. 

Not every agency involved with endangered species protection
played dead,  though.  National Biological Service head Ronald Gilliam hit
the luncheon circuit hard through the late spring ,  arguing at every stop that
far from just facilitating government land grabs,  the NBS in its two years of
existence has often found reason to not list or downlist species.  Gilliam is
reportedly close to landing economic and technical support for NBS studies
from firms including IBM,  Weyerhaeuser,  Eastman Kodak,  Kern River
Gas Transmission,  Boise Cascade,  Kennecott Utah Copper,  Intel,  and
Walt Disney.  This would increase NBS' ability to withstand budget cuts.

Also seeking private support for endangered species work is the
Wolf Education and Research Center,  which in mid-May formed the Wolf
Recovery Action Fund to raise the $250,000  annual cost of continuing wolf
restoration to the Yellowstone National Park region.  Congress is expected
to halt all federal spending on wolf reintroducton.

Scientific endorsement of the ESA came on May 14 from a World
Conservation Union Summit held at the Brookfield Zoo in Chicago,  and
from a National Academy of Sciences report,  released May 24,  which
found in chairperson Michael Clegg's words that contrary to some percep-
tions,  "There has been a good match between science and the Endangered
Species Act."  Clegg is dean of the College of Natural and Agricultural
Science at the University of California––Riverside.

Center for Environmental Rights have asked the North American
Commission for Environmental Cooperation,  which NAFTA set up,
to probe the deaths of 40,000 aquatic birds last year on the Silva
Reservoir.  The Mexican government claimed four unknown indi-
viduals poisoned the reservoir with the pesticide endosulfan––but
while endosulfan is more lethal to fish than birds,  few fish died.
The groups pressing the case believe toxic wastes from tanneries are
actually to blame.

About 63 million Americans feed birds,  spending $2
billion a year on bird seed,  feeders,  and accessories,  says the
National Bird Feeding Society.  That makes bird-feeding the second
most popular outdoor activity,  after gardening––and the target of
new ordinances all over the U.S.,  directed at people whose bird-
feeding annoys neighbors.  In all,  Americans spend $5.2 billion a
year on birdwatching of all sorts,  compared with $5.9 billion on
attending sporting events and $5.8 billion on movie tickets.  About
18 million Americans watch birds in the wild.

The 11 breeding pairs of peregrine falcons resident in
New York City––the nation’s largest of many successful urban
populations––apparently produced a record number of young this
year.  Two nests hatched five chicks apiece;  no more than three had
ever hatched from a New York City nest before.

Traditional Central American shade-grown coffee
p l a n t a t i o n s are defacto bird and snake sanctuaries,   T h e
Smithsonian reported recently,  but the conversion of older planta-
tions to full-sun growing could bring the demise of whole species.

The Vietnamese cull of swiftlet nests for use in bird’s
nest soup reportedly fell 21% this year due to drought,  deforesta-
tion,  and the use of pesticides to control insects that swiftlets would
otherwise eat.  Traditional nest-culling strategy calls for taking the
first nest a swiftlet couple builds,  leaving them time to build anoth-
er and raise young.

An Air France Concorde supersonic jet with 89 people
aboard landed safely in New York on June 3 despite two flaming
engines whose turbine blades sucked in a flock of Canada geese on
the final approach to the runway.

January were a disaster and gave us the
worst year in our history,”  Evans Inc. chair
and CEO David Meltzer said of fiscal year
1994 losses totaling $12.1 million,
announced June 4.  Evans Inc.,  with 16
stores,  a wholesale division,  and leased
boutiques in four apparel chains including
Dayton Hudson and Marshall Field’s,
claims about 10% of the total U.S. retail fur
market.

PETA seeks letters in protest of
the Maryland Department of Natural
Resources’ failure to put mink farmer Frank
Parsons out of business,  even though keep-
ing mink is technically not legal in
Maryland.  A PETA undercover investiga-
tion allegedly caught Parsons using the
weed killer Black Leaf 40,  which has a par-
alytic effect,  to kill his mink.  The weed
killer works somewhat like T-61,  popular
among fur farmers but no longer sold in the
U.S.,  after the the 1986 American
Veterinary Medical Association panel on
euthanasia held it to be inhumane. Address
Governor Parris Glendening,  State House,
100 State Circle,  Annapolis,  MD  21401.

The Colorado Wildlife
C o m m i s s i o n is to consider new trapping
regulations on July 13 in the town of
Montrose.  The commission is meeting in
the wake of a public opinion survey by the
Humane Dimensions Unit at Colorado State
University,  which found that 61% of the
electorate would vote for a referendum
measure banning commercial and recre-
ational trapping.

Indiana activists Shannon
Dakin and J.P. Goodwin want to make
July 23 a day of protest against Federated
Department Stores fur sales.  Info:  317-
875-0280 or 901-725-7595.

Director position pays $7.25 per
hour,  and pays at 20 hours per

week.   Skills needed include 
grassroots organization,  resource
development,  and public relations.
Two years grassroots experience

needed.   Eco-feminist background 
helpful.  Please send resume to:

ALLIANCE FOR ANIMALS
122 State Street,  Suite 309
Madison,  WI  53703-2500
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DUBLIN,  Ireland––Delegates to
the 47th annual meeting of the International
Whaling Commission,  concluded June 2,
voted 21-6 in favor of a Dutch resolution urg-
ing Norway to recall its whaling fleet,  and to
“reconsider” its objection to the global com-
mercial whaling moratorium imposed in
1986,  which Norway has defied since 1993.  

Norway intends to kill 232 minke
whales this year,  under a unilateral quota
reduced from 301 just before the fleet sailed,
when officials were obliged to admit they
overestimated the regional minke population.

The IWC resolution came two days
after Oslo Arbeiderbladet,  the newspaper of
Norwegian prime minister Gro Harlem
Brundtland's party,  urged Norway to follow
the rest of the world in abandoning whaling.  

The IWC also voted 21-4 to require
Norway,  Japan,  and any other nations with
stored whale meat to produce annual reports
on the volume held,  and to report as well on
efforts to prevent illegal whale meat sales.
The resolution asked the affected nations to
use DNA testing to identify all stored whale
meat by species,  and to dispose of the meat
from protected species “in the near future.”  

Japan Whaling Association repre-
sentative Allan Macnow said Japan has
already begun assembling DNA sequences
“of all cetaceans found in its waters and
abroad,” so that it can begin random sampling
of cetacean products.  “The  vote was a mat-
ter of principle,”  Macnow  said.

The IWC slapped Japan 23-7 with a
follow-up resolution that scientific research
within the Southern Oceans Whale Sanctuary
should be limited to non-lethal methods.  Set
aside last year,  the sanctuary includes
Antarctic waters which contain an estimated
80% of the world’s baleen whale population,
about 80% of the time.

Japan intends to kill 400 minkes
this year for “research,”  including 100 within
the sanctuary.

In other developments,  the Whale
and Dolphin Conservation Society reported

islanders before they became unsafe to eat.”

Whaling
The tiny Pacific nation of Tonga on

May 23 rejected an application by Tongan citi-
zen Tasi Afeaki,  now living in Japan,  to set
up a branch of the firm MACA Pacific in
Tonga,  which would kill 50 humpbacks,  100
minkes,  and 200 sperm whales per year for
export.  Tongan government spokesperson
Susan Fotu said the deal was refused because,
“Whaling and whale-watching,”  a major
industry in Tonga,  “do not go hand-in-hand.”

In an image-enhancing move on
the eve of the four-ship Japanese whaling
fleet’s June 10 sailing,  the Japanese cabinet
on June 9 moved to ban trade in 280 items
made from parts of species protected by the
Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species––15 years after Japan rati-
fied CITES.  Included are ivory seals,  items
made from tiger,  kangaroo,  or crocodile pelts,
and anything made from the shells of either
tortoises or hawksbill sea turtles.  The estimat-
ed 400 Japanese firms affected may still sell
products made from such materials if the mate-
rials were imported before 1980,  and are regis-
tered.  Nonregistration carries a fine of $2,380.
The ban took effect on June 28.

Seventeen Greenpeace activists
chained themselves to the Norwegian whaler
H a v l i n e r as it left the Arctic port of Tromsoe
on June 3,  seeking to keep the crew from
killing a quota of 11 minke whales.  After the
whalers cut the chain with a blowtorch,
“Norwegian television showed Whaling
Association chairman Steinar Bastesen trying
to throw an anti-whaling woman activist over-
board,”  Reuter reported.  “Bastesen was
forcibly prevented by a male environmentalist
from tossing the screaming woman into the
sea.”  Said Geir Wang-Andersen of Green-
peace,  “Bastesen was kicking and beating the
activists.  The police did nothing to stop him.”
Stefan Flovman of Germany said Bastesen beat
him for five minutes and threw his cellular
telephone overboard.  Twelve Greenpeacers
still  aboard as the H a v l i n e r sailed were
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MARINE MAMMALS
Cetacean habitat
The Scripps Institution of

Oceanography announced June 2 that it is
turning the California part of the controversial
Acoustic Thermometry of Ocean Climate
experiment into a two-year study of the effect
of underwater sound on marine mammals.  The
$35 million project  involves broadcasting
high-volume sound from loudspeakers set up
3,200 feet below the ocean surface on Pioneer
Seamount,  a dormant volcano 48 miles off
Half Moon Bay.  It was initially designed as an
attempt to use underwater sound waves to
measure global warming,  still the purpose of
the Hawaiian phase of the experiment.  The
California test site was originally to have been
off Point Sur in the Monterrey Bay National
Marine Sanctuary.  The experiment was
delayed and moved last year due to objections
from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration Division of Sanctuaries and
Reserves.  Even after relocation,  it was
opposed by the Natural Resources Defense
Council,  the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund,
Earth Island Institute,  and the Environmental
Defense Fund,  who have now agreed to let it
go ahead.  It was to go before the California
Coastal Commission on June 15 and the
Hawaii Land and Natural Resources
Department on June 22 for final authorization. 

Defenders of Wildlife,  the
Humane Society of the U.S.,  the Royal
SPCA,  the Whale and Dolphin Conserv-
ation Society,  and Earth Island Institute in
May sued the State Department and Commerce
Department for failing to invoke the 1992 High
Seas Driftnet Enforcement Act to sanction
Italy for illegal driftnetting in the
Mediterranean.  The groups claim Italian drift-
nets kill 2,000 to 3,000 whales and dolphins a
year.  The State Department says it has no evi-
dence of that.

The Ukrainian military is believed
to have released a “big number of dolphins”
in the Black Sea in early May,  reports Dr.
Hrvoje Gomercic of the veterinary faculty at

IWC raps Japan,  Norway
that the number of nations with whale-watch-
ing fleets has grown from 31 to 65 since
1992,  while the number of people who
watch whales,  worldwide,  is up from four
million in 1991 to 5.4 million as of 1994.

A session on whale-killing methods
produced a ban on electric lance harpoons.

After flirting with the idea of
resuming commercial whaling late last sum-
mer,  Russia on April 26 withdrew all reser-
vations it held against the IWC whaling
moratorium.  “The move is a significant step
for whale conservation,  as it prohibits any
future trade in whale products from the
Russian Federation,”  editorialized Eco,  a
daily bulletin published at each meeting of
the IWC by a consortium of anti-whaling
non-governmental organizations.

Pirate whalers
Tracking the Pirates,  a report to

the IWC by the Endangered Species Project
Investigative Network and Earthtrust,  fol-
lowed up last year’s revelation that meat
from protected whales is still widely sold in
Japan and Korea,  seven years after Japan
belatedly complied with the commercial
whaling moratorium.  DNA analysis by Dr.
Scott Baker and Dr. Steve Palumbi,  using 53
whale meat samples bought in Japanese
supermarkets,  confirmed this year that meat
from at least nine protected species is on the
market;  old conduits for whale meat smug-
gling involving Taiwan and possibly Norway
are apparently still open;  and only 15% of
the smuggled meat entering Japan is inter-
cepted by authorities.

One whaling nation apparently not
supplying Japan is the Faroe Islands,  a
Danish protectorate.  “It is no secret that the
largest whale kill in 50 years took place in
the Faroe Islands in July 1994,” explained
E c o,   However,  “of the 675 or so pilot
whales killed on that day,  in one bay,
between 200 and 300 were wasted.  Despite
over 400 years of experience,  the Faroese
authorities dismally failed to organize the
distribution of the whales amongst the



dropped off at an island 25 miles away.
Whale-watching
A North Pacific right whale w a s

seen on Wednesday,  May 3,  about a mile off
the beach at Point Piedras Blancas,
California––only the 14th reliable right whale
sighting in California waters since 1900.  Right
whales,  hunted almost to extinction,  are the
scarcest of the baleen whales.

South Australia prime minister
Dean Brown proposed on May 22 to establish
a southern right whale sanctuary at the head of
the Great Australian Bight––for one year,  to
boost whale-watching.   Brown drew immedi-
ate flak from both opposition leader Mike
Rann,  who pressed for a permanent sanctuary,
and the fishing industry,  which resents being
excluded from the whale breeding ground.

The National Park Service on June
1 proposed to increase the number of cruise
ship visits allowed in Glacier Bay National
Park,  Alaska,  each summer from the present
109 to 184.  The increase would be accompa-
nied by stricter rules governing passage
through waters frequented by the whales whose
presence makes Glacier Bay voyages popular.

Pinipeds
The Caspian seal, native to the Tien

Shan region of Central Asia,  is in “rapid and
severe decline,”  due to the fur trade,  says
zoologist Michael Kliks of the National
Academy of Sciences in the Republic of
Kazakhstan.  On March 1,  Kliks found 5,000
freshly skinned Caspian seal carcasses at just
one  hunting camp near the Arctic Circle.

Fisheries officials on June 8
released Hondo,  the steelhead-eating sea lion,
from a cage near Ballard Locks,  Washington,
where he had been kept since January to pro-
tect endangered spring steelhead runs.  Under
intense activist and media scrutiny,  authorities
refrained from killing any sea lions this year,
though authorized to do so by the 1994 amend-
ments to the Marine Mammal Protection Act.

Chilean environmental officials
reportedly drew death threats in mid-May
for trying to keep salmon ranchers from killing
sea lions who raid their sea pens.

The Alaskan Court of Appeals
ruled on April 21 that Alaska cannot use crimi-
nal trespass laws to keep Native Americans out
of the Walrus Islands Game Sanctuary.
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The Associated Koi Clubs of
A m e r i c a met in San Jose,  California,  June
22-24,  to mark the success of 30 years of
effort and $500,000 worth of filtration equip-
ment in finally converting the reflection
ponds at the city’s Japanese Friendship
Garden into perhaps the premier koi habitat
outside of Asia.  The ponds were stocked with
koi fingerlings in October 1965 by the mayor
of Okayama,  Japan.  A die-off in 1975 nearly
provoked an international incident,  but some
survivors are now two feet long.   Among the
longest-lived and most intelligent of fish,  koi
according to legend came to be when a small
boy whose village was terrorized by a fero-
cious dragon went to the dragon’s cave and
invited the dragon to his birthday party.  The
dragon was moved to tears,  which became a
river.  The boy sailed down the river to the
village on the dragon’s back;  upon arrival,
each scale of the dragon turned into a koi.

American shad are reportedly in
sharp decline from the Carolinas to
Connecticut.  The 1993 catch of just 50 tons
was only 10% of the 1980 level,  and 2.5% of
the norm in the 1880s.  Blaming overfishing
and hydroelectric turbines that suck up and
pulverize fry,  a University of Maryland team
tagged 2,500 shad and outfitted 50 with radio
transmitters in April,  commencing the first
big study of shad migration since 1950.

Seven years after steelhead,
believed extinct in the area,  were rediscov-
ered in Los Trancos and San Francisquito
creeks on the Stanford University campus in
Palo Alto,  California,  the university is build-
ing a $350,000 fish ladder to help them thrive.

Adventurers jaded with dolphin
s w i m s can swim with sand tiger and reef
sharks,  which rarely attack humans,  at sever-
al sites in the Bahamas.  One of the thrills,
says The New York Times,  is watching staff
“render a shark unconscious with a twist of
the dorsal fin.”  Nassau promoter Stuart Cove
says his shark dives are a hit at $75 a head
because “We have a beautiful girl on staff
who dives without protection.”

The Pelagic Shark Research
F o u n d a t i o n,  of Santa Cruz,  California,
counted 300 basking sharks in Monterey Bay
in 1993,  tagging 80,  but spotted only one last
year.  Feeding on plankton,  basking sharks
grow up to 30 feet long,  weigh as much as
three tons,  and are often killed for kicks,
says PSRF founder Sean Van Sommeran,  by
people who may not  realize they’re harmless.

Heavily poached for caviar a n d
trophies,  sturgeon––relics of the Jurassic
age––are now scarce in their last bastions,
protected waters of the former Soviet Union,
the U.S.,  and Canada.  U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service staffers on May 19 caught only the
third  Alabama sturgeon seen since December
1993––and the second to die within days of
capture.  In British Columbia,  meanwhile,
the Fraser River green sturgeon was last seen
in 1991,  when one was found dead,  and may
be extinct.  Discovered in 1908,  it was the
last living sturgeon species to be identified.

An unexplained and unprecedent-
ly large die-off of sardines all around the
Australian coast in late May has biologists
stumped––and could harm penguins,  for
whom sardines are a primary food source.

the University of Zagreb,  Croatia.  One dol-
phins believed to have been among them found
her way south to the harbor at Bakar,
Croatia––a timely move,  as effective on May
17,  all marine mammals are protected within
Croatian territorial waters,  amounting to half
the Adriatic Sea surface.  According to
Gomercic,  13 species of cetacean have been
documented in the Adriatic,  mostly bottlenose
dolphins and striped dolphins,  but occasional-
ly even a blue whale,  fin whale,  or sperm
whale.  Also protected are Mediterranean
monk seals,  seen just seven times since 1990.

More than 20 highly endangered
pink dolphins,  found only in Hong Kong
harbor,  have washed up dead since work
began on Hong Kong's new airport in 1992,
biologist Lindsay Porter has told the United
Nations Environment Program,  seeking help
to save the species;  only 80 survive.  Hong
Kong is building a jet fuel depot in the middle
of the dolphins' last feeding area,  but will ask
tankers to approach it in a dolphin-friendly
manner.  "How do you drive an oil-tanker in a
dolphin-friendly manner?" retorted Jo Ruxton
of the World Wildlife Fund.

A young minke whale has lived
for six months in a Sea World tank-sized
lagoon about 35 miles northwest of Gerardton
in the Abrolos Islands off Western Australia,
and though he could leave any time,  has
shown no sign of doing so,  nor any sign of
stress or illness.  Fish are plentiful in the
lagoon.  "He obviously likes being there,"
shrugs local wildlife officer Kevin Marshall.

FISH Sand tiger.  (K.B.)



Tales from the
Cryptozoologists

Dr. George Schaller of the Wildlife
Conservation Society revealed in May that in January
he and Dr. Kham Khoun of Laos bought from indige-
nous hunters the skull and some flesh of a Vietnamese
warty pig, believed to have been extinct and previously
known to science only through an 1892 description pub-
lished by a Jesuit priest.  The rust-and-yellow pig inhab-
its the same rainforest as the kouprey,  rediscovered in
1988 after being thought extinct;  the Vu Quang ox,
first identified in 1992;  and the giant muntjak barking
deer,  identified in 1994.  “This area is turning up things
right and left,”  said Schaller,  “but the lovely wild forest
is being cut back for human settlement,  and the habitat
of many wonderful animals,  certainly including some
unknown species,  is disappearing.” 

The Netherlands on June 12 agreed to
donate $2.8 million over the next five years t o w a r d
conserving the Vu Quang ox in a program to be jointly
run by the Vietnamese Ministry of Forestry and the
World Wildlife Fund.  Part of the money is to be spent
to provide the 20,000 human residents of the Vu Quang
Nature Reserve with “alternative sources of income
instead of hunting,”  the Dutch embassy said.

The League of Independent Ferret
Enthusiasts charged in a June 4 letter to U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service director Mollie Beattie that a group of
captive-reared blackfooted ferrets slated for release into
the wild the next day were too old to survive,  and that
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The Ministry of Construction in the Republic of China has
balked at the terms of the protocol for panda bear loans to U.S. zoos,
announced by Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt at the San Diego Zoo in
January.  Continuing a moratorium on panda imports begun in June 1988,
Babbitt  in December 1993 blocked the San Diego Zoo's initial plan to pay
China $1 million a year for three years for a breeding pair of panda bears,
on the advice of Wildlife Conservation Society president Dr. George
Schaller and others who hold that such deals encourage taking panda bears
out of the wild,  where fewer than 1,000 remain,  and in 23 years of
attempts,  have produced a surviving cub only in Mexico City.  There are
about 100 pandas in captivity,  almost all of them in China.  Babbitt
reversed himself on condition that the money paid to China be spent
directly on creating three new panda reserves.  Responded Ministry of
Construction spokesman Shen Jinquo,  "Only the Chinese people have the
right to say what to do with the funds."  During the 1980s,  China spent
millions of dollars sent for panda conservation by the World Wildlife
Fund and other organizations on such projects as building a hydroelectric
dam––on the pretext that one of the facilities it supplied with power was a
panda research center.  WWF,  whose emblem is a panda,  now opposes
panda loans,  for the same reasons as Schaller.   It is now unclear if the
San Diego Zoo,  which completed a million-dollar panda habitat two years
ago,  will ever actually get any pandas.

To increase awareness of wildlife protection,  Shanghai Zoo
director Shi Xinquan asked the public to suggest names for a 10-month-
old female panda.  More than 20,000 people responded.

Beginning in 1969 by designing a quick-flushing-and-refilling
hippotamus tank for the Sedgewick County Zoo,  Jack Jones,  71,  has
perhaps done more to engineer the transformation of zoos in the U.S. and
worldwide than any other non-theorist.  While naturalist Gerald Durrell
and others developed the concepts of natural habitat,  outdoor classroom,
and zoo-as-lifeboat-for-endangered-species,  Jones and his architectural
firm,  Zoological Planning Associates,  of Wichita––Zooplan for
short––have figured out how to turn concept into completion at zoos in 38
states plus Canada,  Iran,  and Puerto Rico.  Zooplan and a companion
landscaping design firm,  Jones Rice Foster,  run by Michael Rice,  40,
share a fulltime staff of six.  Little known outside the zoo field,  they were
extensively profiled on June 12 by Mark Weaver of the Wichita Eagle.

Friends of Animals is planning a leafleting blitz against road-
side zoos for the July 4 weekend.  Info:   Bill Dollinger,  203-296-2172.

North Myrtle Beach,  South Carolina,  on May 16 retroactive-
ly authorized the construction of an alligator park and research center at
the city’s Barefoot Landing development.  Building first,  asking questions
later,  proprietor Ronnie Felts hoped to open by the end of the school year.

The Zoomobile,  a petting zoo on wheels,  visits schools,  nurs-
ing homes,  and hospitals within 50 miles of the Audubon Zoo in New
Orleans.  Interviews with 208 families done by staff of the Center for

Zoos
Having placed a statue of the Virgin Mary

on the grave of his road-killed chihuahua,  Eric
Suarez,  12,  of Queens,  New York,  thought he could
do no less for a gutted bear whose remains he found
wrapped in a white blanket on May 22 in a city park.
Suarez fashioned a cross from sticks and laid it on the
bear,  touching off a nationwide media panic about the
alleged increasing brazenness of Santeria sacrifice
until,  bewildered and scared by the uproar,  he told his
parents,  who told the police.  The remains turned up
the same day Harvard researcher Dr. Roberto Lewis-
Fernandez and Dr. Silvia Olarte,  chair of the American
Psychiatric Association's Hispanic division,  told the
APA annual conference that Santerian rituals could be
an effective part of treatment for mental illness.

Leaders of most major religions published
a joint statement in June asking the U.S. govern-
ment to abolish patent rights to artificially created
life forms. "This issue is going to dwarf the pro-life
debate,"  predicted Richard Land,  leader of the
Christian Life Commission of the Southern Baptist
Convention.  "We see altering life forms,  creating new
life forms,  as a revolt against the sovereignty of God
and an attempt to be God."  The joint statement was
engineered by Jeremy Rifkin of the Foundation on
Economic Trends,  a longtime critic of most aspects of
advanced technology,  who also heads the Beyond Beef
Coalition.  Signers included prominent Protestants,
Jews,  American Muslims,  Hindus,  Buddhists,  and
approximately 100 Roman Catholic bishops.

Old Order Amish hunters S a m u e l
Bontrager,  37,  and Joas Bontrager,  28,  of Mount
Victory,  Ohio,  were ordered on June 13 to stand trial
for not wearing orange while deer hunting.  They hold
that to wear orange would violate their religion.  

Islamic law as practiced in Sudan requires
convicted killers in negligent homicide cases to pay
victims’ families the value of 100 camels.  Since the
price of camels soared with the recent collapse of the
Sudanese currency,  the judiciary on June 13 raised the
value of a human life,  formerly $380,  to $7,000.

For 25 years the St. Patrick Catholic
Church Roundup in Stevensville,  Wisconsin,  held
each August,  has included pig-wrestling––but the
26th edition won’t.  The pig-wrestling event was can-
celled after Randy Albert,  of nearby Neenah,  filed a
cruelty complaint on behalf of the activist group
Christians Helping Animals and People.  

Common muntjak.  (K.B.)
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The British group Care for the Wild has
called a tourist boycott of Kruger Park,  in South
Africa,  to protest the lethal culling of about 250 ele-
phants per year.  Another 150,  on average,  are sold to
zoos or moved to other South African nature areas.
None are sold to private individuals.  To prevent culling
in the future,  the Kruger Park board has authorized
experiments with use of contraceptives on elephants.

South African delegates to the first World
Ranger Congress,  held in Zakopane,  Poland,  in May,
tried unsuccessfully to sell the International Ranger
Federation on promoting the use of hunting to finance
conservation.  The IRS,  a global association of park
rangers,  was formed in 1992.

Hoping to control the influx of humans into
the Bwindi Impenetrable Forest,  home of about half the
surviving wild gorilla population,  Uganda is allowing
subsistence farmers to keep bees,  gather herbs,  trans-
plant bamboo,  and engage in other agricultural pursuits
that don’t damage the forest canopy.  The Bwindi goril-
las are separated by about 15 miles of cleared farm land
from the population the late Dian Fossey studied along
the Rwanda/Zaire border .

Because an extension of the Fairfax County
Parkway through Fort Belvoir,  Virgina,  will divide
3,400 acres of wetlands on the base from the Accotink
Wildlife Reserve,  the U.S. Army announced on May 31
that it will build a 12-foot-tall,  20-foot-wide,  184-foot-
long tunnel with a wide airshaft to enable animals to get
back and forth,  at cost of $1 million.  Creatures of  44
different species are expected to use it.

While the New York legislature in early
June passed a bill to liberalize beaver trapping laws
by allowing the use of underwater snares,  which state
wildlife officials denied seeking,  Arizona is trying to
restore beavers to the San Pedro River.  Beaver ponds
are essential habitat for the extremely endangered
Ramsey Canyon leopard frog,  which sings underwater.

Sue Pressman
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the USFWS had failed to adequately account for the fate
of a previous group,  released in 1994.  The USFWS in
1985 removed the last known blackfooted ferret colony
from their burrows in northeastern Wyoming,  in hopes
of recovering the species––believed extinct until redis-
covered in 1981––through captive breeding.

Hong Kong,  built on a cleared rainforest,
is still home to about 50 snake species,  including the
white brow water snake,  recorded there for the first
time on May 29 when a dead one was found on a small
farm in the New Territories.

Bunny Huggers' Gazette ad
(free––can bump)

Yomiuri Shimbun,  a leading Japanese news-
paper,  reported on June 14 that a hungry bear smashed
through the wall of the Nagano Imamiya Daimyojin
shrine in Kurinocho,  north of Tokyo,  in search of bee-
hives––and thereby revealed two rare,  long-lost 16th
century tablets,  which had been hidden inside the wall,
together with several sake cups and small wooden
bowls.

The SPCA in Clarens,  Free State of South
Africa,  is prosecuting a local minister for leghold-trap-
ping dogs in his unfenced churchyard.

Field notes

Animals in Society at the University of California at Davis School of
Veterinary Medicine recently discovered that among venues for animal-
related education,  children learn most at petting zoos.  The Davis study
also discovered that most children of ages 8-12 have a pronounced dislike
of taxidermic exhibits,  chiefly because they feel the animals should not
have been killed.

The Animal Protection League of Quilpue,  Chile,  blames “a
mafia” of disgruntled staff for the bizarre killings of at least 30 animals at
the Quilpue Zoo since March 17,  beginning with 15 pudu deer who were
stabbed to death in one night with steel rods.  The league recently filed a
lawsuit seeking to oust the zoo management.

The Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund and new Los Angeles Zoo
gorilla and chimpanzee facilities,  to be opened in 1996,  were beneficia-
ries of the June 6 premiere of the Paramount Pictures film Congo.

The award-winning Warren Ilaf gorilla habitat at the Dallas Zoo.  (M.C.)

––Sue Clark

African elephant



Murder
Sinedu Tadesse,  20,  a Harvard junior who was

helping with human AIDS research using monkeys at Beth
Israel Hospital, on May 27 hanged herself after stabbing
roommate Trang Phuong Ho,  also 20,  more than 20 times as
she slept.  A guest of Ho's,  Thao Nguyen,  was also stabbed as
she tried to stop the attack,  but escaped.  Investigators have
been unable to establish a motive for the murder/suicide.

Yiannis Karayannopoulos,  87,  of Grevena,
Greece,  on May 11 shot neighbors Thomas and Chrysanthi
Koletsos dead for allegedly stealing his cat,  then killed him-
self.  The cat turned up alive and well a few hours later.

Seething because the New Jersey Supreme Court
ruled four days earlier that his 3-year-old son by a women to
whom he was never married did not have to use his surname,
Alan Gubernat,  33,  a hunting and fishing enthusiast,  shot the
boy and himself dead on Mother's Day.

“The new trend in the international brother-
hood of hunters is the search for endangered species,”
attorney Marcelo Beccaceci of the World Nature Union
charged in the June 17 edition of the Argentinian newspa-
per Clarin––and documented it with photographs of a 20-
day safari for which Argentinian and Brazilian guides
working with the legal adviser to an Argentinian national
park were allegedly paid $50,000.  The safari bagged pro-
tected Huemel deer and guanaco llamas. 

Indian police acting on a tip from TRAFFIC,
a division of the World Wildlife Fund,  arrested five people
in two June 12 raids that found evidence of the slaughter of
62 Asian rhinos allegedly poached in Assam state.  One of
the suspects was also believed to have been involved in an
attempt,  thwarted by police,  to smuggle 89 leopard pelts
and a tiger skin to Kathmandu last December.

U.S. Magistrate Cynthia Imbrognio,   of
Spokane,  Washington,  on June 16 fined Robert
Christopher Wenger $21,000 and suspended his hunting
privileges for five years for poaching a nursing grizzly bear
in October 1993.  Wenger claimed he shot the bear in self-
defense,  but because he didn’t report the killing,  her two
cubs were not rescued,  and are believed to have starved.

A $2,000 reward posted by the Sea Shepherd
Conservation Society for information leading to the con-
viction of whoever killed a wolf in Yellowstone National
Park on April 24 brought the arrest of suspect Chad
McKittrick,  42,  of Billings,  who pleaded not guilty at a
May 18 arraignment.  The dead wolf,  whose skull was
found in McKittrick’s home,  was one of the alpha males
among a group of 14 released in Yellowstone by the
USFWS in February.  Encouraged by the quick response to
the reward,  Sea Shepherd founder Paul Watson made it a
standing offer,  applying in the case of any Yellowstone
wolf-killing.  After the killing,  the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service recaptured the dead wolf’s mate and her litter of
eight pups,  who were born on private property outside
Yellowstone,  and returned them to a pen within the park.

Isabella Bonilla,  41,  arrested in October 1994
as she arrived at L.A. International Airport from El
Salvador with 3,780 olive Ridley turtle eggs concealed in
bread balls,  on May 3 drew six months in federal prison––
basically time served.  Bonilla pleaded guilty in December,
along with her partner,  Sebastian Guerrero-Chacon,  who
fled back to El Salvador,  forfeiting $10,000 bail.

South African police on May 9 arrested a
Chinese couple,  a resident of Hong Kong,  and three
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Humane enforcement
Fines collected from five boys,  ages 14 to 17,  who tor-

tured to death former Thomas Intermediate School mascot
Thomasina the cat will be used to buy subscriptions for local fourth
and fifth graders to the National Association for Humane and
Environmental Education newspaper KIND News,  Shelbyville-
Bedford (Tennessee) County Humane Association director Kay
Petty said on June 14,  after Judge Nowlin Taylor ordered the boys
to pay the humane society $200 apiece.  Four of the five are also to
give the humane society 40 hours apiece of community service and
receive rehabilitative counseling.  The fifth boy,  previously convict-

D E T R O I T––Humane Society of the U.S. vice presi-
dent for investigations David Wills,  founder of the short-lived
National Society for Animal Protection before assuming his pre-
sent post,  is accused of failing to repay NSAP-related loans
totalling $57,411 in cash and valuables in separate lawsuits filed
by William and Judith McBride,  of Ortonville,  Michigan,  and
Sandra LaBost,  of Royal Oak,  Michigan.  

LaBost,  a longtime Michigan Humane Society volun-
teer,  met Wills while he was MHS executive director,  1979-
1989.  On June 15,  1989,  Wills proposed to the MHS board of
directors that they should form a "National Center for Animal
Protection" along similar lines to the NSAP.  However,  Wills
resigned just four days later,  together with four board members,
after the discovery of an unexplained million-dollar deficit.
Wills claimed that key documents bearing his signature were
forged.  Denise Hopkins,  then MHS bookkeeper,  was eventual-
ly convicted of embezzling the missing funds,  and is reportedly
now near the end of her prison term.   

Wills went on to incorporate the NSAP on his own,  in
August 1989,  along with the Faunae Corporation,  which was to
produce wildlife-related goods for sale to benefit the NSAP.
Between November 16,  1989,  and March 9,  1991,  LaBost con-
tends,  she loaned Wills $28,311 in cash plus her father's antique
watch,  worth an estimated $10,000,  in the belief that she was

assisting the NSAP,  and would be repaid.  
Wills holds that the watch was a gift and that in each

case of accepting money,  he "was fraudulently induced by plain-
tiff's representations regarding the nature of the 'loan'."  In a
countersuit,  Wills alleges that LaBost mishandled a trust fund
opened in July 1990,  and argues that she " made representations
to counter-plaintiff she had no intent of receiving repayment of
said sums from counter-plaintiff."

The McBrides say they loaned Wills $20,000 in May
and July 1991,  to be used in producing merchandise for sale to
benefit NSAP,  under the name the Faunae Corporation,  also
with the understanding that they would be repaid.  They hold that
Wills was "unjustly enriched by obtaining and using not only the
$20,000," they put up,  "but also by personally using large sums
of money which Wills obtained from others by promising to use
that money for the protection of wildlife and the environment."  

Wills contends the McBrides' funds were entrusted to
him not as a loan,  but as an investment,  and denies having made
improper use of either this money or any monies received.  

NSAP filed several lawsuits in opposition to bear hunt-
ing and on behalf of sea otters involved in research to determine
the extent of damage done by the Exxon Valdez oil spill,  but
became dormant after Wills joined HSUS.

COURT CALENDAR

HSUS vp Wills sued for alleged bad debts

Endangered species
Thirteen environmental groups led by the Sierra Club

and the Natural Resources Defense Council on June 6 sued
California governor Pete Wilson for suspending the state endan-
gered species act for five years last March to allow the killing or
displacement of endangered species "when necessary to prevent or
mitigate an emergency or natural diaster."  Wilson,  expected to run
for president in 1996,  said the suspension was required to help
California to recover from last winter's flooding.



Zimbabweans for allegedly trafficking in 1,760 pounds of
ivory,  representing the remains of 200 elephants,  plus two
metric tons of abalone.  The Asians were caught after the
Zimbabweans confessed to stealing the ivory from their
stash and led investigators to the site.

Russian border guards on May 10 nabbed 10
Chinese poachers in the act of catching 220 pounds of fish
by the use of dynamite,  not far from where a Russian
guard was killed in April during a shootout with Chinese
frog poachers.

Inspectors from the Industrial and
Commercial Administration Bureau in Changzhou,
China,  on June 6 rescued four rare northeastern
brown bear cubs,  who were caged and awaiting slaughter
at the fashionable Hongshi Restaurant.  The bears,  two of
them weighing less than nine pounds,  were taken to the
Hongmei Park Zoo.     

Scotland Yard on May 22 made five arrests in
a string of raids on alleged professional nest robbers
who sell eggs to museums.  Confiscated were eggs from
red-backed shrikes,  believed to have ceased nesting in
Britain,  along with labeled and mounted eggs of peregrine
falcons,  merlins,  ospreys,  and goshawks.

Noted Alaskan dog sled sprint racer George
Attla,  60,  was indicted May 17 in Anchorage for alleged-
ly illegally trafficking in five tons of chum salmon roe.

Italian forestry police on June 14 returned 400
rare turtles,  seized over several months from Albanian
smugglers,  to Albania.  Albanians who illegally emigrate
to Italy often bring turtles along to sell on the black market.

Commercial fisher Michael Yule,  21,  is to be
sentenced by U.S. Magistrate Ann Vitunac on July 12 in
West Palm Beach,  Florida,  for blowing up a pelican in
January with a “seal chaser” bomb stuffed into a fish.  A
federal prosecutor has reportedly asked that Yule be
ordered to do a “significant” term of community service
shoveling poop at a wildlife rehab center––but local rehab
centers don’t seem to want his help.

Virginia Governor George Allen on May 18
reprimanded Virginia Department of Conservation and
Recreation director H. Kirby Burch,  the top hunting
official in the state, for shooting two feral pigs with a
handgun on April 26 at False Cape State Park.  Burch left a
sow to suffer with a slug in her spine,  after killing her
baby.  Two park staffers dispatched her later with a
revolver borrowed from a park police officer.  Acting state
internal auditor Joseph Freiburger refused to charge Burch
with cruelty.

Police in Fairfax County,  Virginia,  are seek-
ing an apparent trophy hunter who shot a pregnant long-
horned Watusi cow named Love Potion at Mack Jack
Crippen’s Lockmour Exotics ranch in early May,  hacked
off her head,  and then ran,  leaving the head behind. 

ed of similar offenses and facing charges in others,  will serve an
indefinite sentence at the state Youth Development Center.

District attorney Mark Barger of Perry County,
Kentucky, on May 11 successfully sought the dismissal of cruelty
charges against 14 people arrested on March 26 at the Fowl Creek
Game Club,  for alleged lack of evidence.  They were caught with
gamecocks,  spurs,  written fight rules,  and a pile of dead birds––but
Barger said a misdemeanor such as cruelty cannot be prosecuted
without an eyewitness to the crime,  and the police didn't actually
see a cockfight.  Although the Kentucky Court of Appeals ruled last
year that contrary to the longtime contention of cockfighters,  cock-
fighting is illegal,  and although many arrests have been made,  no
cases yet have actually reached a verdict..

Twenty-six of 38 men arrested on May 27 at a
Philadelphia cockfight on June 6 accepted a plea bargain consisting
of a fine of $126 and a year on probation.  The remaining cases were
to be heard on June 20.

Self-described bunny lady Janice Taylor,  52,  of San
Marcos,  California,  pleaded guilty on May 15 to six counts of ani-
mal abuse.  Taylor  was arrested on March 13 when Lt. Heidi
Warden of the San Diego County Department of Animal Control
responded to a dogbite complaint and found 232 sickly and starving
rabbits plus nine dead ones living in filth on her property.
Sentencing was set for June 26.

John Bleichner,  59,  of Biloxi,  Mississippi,  former
owner of the Fins and Feathers Pet Shop in Metairie,  Louisiana,  is
to be sentenced on August 23 after pleading guilty in U.S. District
Court on May 31 to hiring Stephen Calogero,  30,  of Buras,
Louisiana,  to torch the store on October 8,  1991,  killing 46 birds,
mammals,  and reptiles,  plus countless fish,  and doing $470,000 in
property damage.  Earlier,  Calogero drew five years on probation,
apparently copping a plea in exchange for testimony..

Alameda County Superior Court Judge Joseph Hurley
on June 5 reduced felony charges against sailors Christopher Bishop,
24,  and Stephen LeBlanc,  27,  to misdemeanors,  but fined Bishop
$4,000 and LeBlanc $2,000 for stomping LeBlanc's cat to death,  put
both on probation,  and ordered them to get alcohol counseling.

John Clark Kearney,  17,  of Christenberry
Heights,  Tennessee,  will stand trial as an adult for the July
29,  1992 murder of Kassandra Ann Trimier,  age 3,  Knox
County Juvenile Court Judge Carey Garrett ruled on May 25.
Kearney told police he bound and gagged Trimier and hid her
under insulation in his mother's attic,  apparently still alive,
when she fell and lost consciousness while he was tormenting
her with a snake.  Her remains were found on April 27.
Kearney's mother,  Linda Eljabaly,  told media that he had a
history of torturing dogs and cats.

Paul Bernardo,  30,  went on trial on May 21 in
Toronto for allegedly kidnapping,  sexually torturing,  and
killing Leslie Mahaffy,  14,  and Kristen French,  15,  in 1991
and 1992,  aided by his wife,  veterinary assistant Karla
Homolka,  who supplied drugs and surgical tools used in the
crimes,  as well as in the drugged sexual abuse of her sister
Tammy,  who died of an overdose during that assault on
Christmas Eve,  1990.  Homolka also helped Bernardo video-
tape all three attacks,  and joined in the sexual abuse.  She was
sentenced to 14 years in prison after turning Crown witness
last year.  Bernardo and Homolka are also believed to have tor-
tured and killed animals,  but particulars have not been
revealed,  as the court has limited the release of any details
throughout the case.

Gigolo Richard Bailey,  65,  on June 6 drew 30
years from Judge Milton Shadur of Federal District Court in
Chicago for allegedly ordering the murder of candy heiress
Helen Brach,  65,  in February 1977,  because she was about to
expose him for defrauding her in a series of horse deals.
Brach's $70 million fortune endowed the Helen V. Brach
Foundation,  a major funder of humane organizations,  zoos,
and other charitable causes.  The case broke as result of a long
federal probe of cases of overvalued race and show horses
being killed to collect insurance money,  which also led to
pending charges in three 1955 rape/murders of adolescent boys
allegedly committed by Bailey associate Kenneth Hansen,  61,
a longtime Chicago-area horse farm hand and later,  a stable
owner.  The investigation also turned up clues to the allegedly
related murders of six young women,  ages 12 to 22.

Mhlabunzima Wayise,  31,  of Durban,  South
Africa,  drew 18 years in prison on June 1 for killing two mon-
itors at a peace rally last September because he didn't get a
serving of meat at a free communal meal.  Wayise was promi-
nent locally in the Zulu-dominated Inkatha Freedom Party.

AIDS and cancer researcher Dr. Harry
Demopoulos on June 12 asked Manhattan Surrogate Court
judge Eve Preminger to reinstate him as executor for the $1.2
billion estate of the late Doris Duke,  who replaced him in
1991 in favor of her butler,  Bernard Lafferty,  and redirected
the estate from support of biomedical research to a variety of
other charities,  including PETA,  which received $1 million as
a deathbed gift.  Preminger removed Lafferty from the execu-
torship in May,  for allegedly squandering assets on himself.

Bill Nooter
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Ronald Bailey,  author of Eco-Scam:  The False
Prophets of Ecological Apocalypse,  follows up as editor of
The True State of The Planet by assembling “Ten of the
World’s Premier Environmental Researchers in a Major
Challenge to the Environmental Movement,”  underwritten by
the Competitive Enterprise Institute.  

As ostensible spokesperson for endangered species,
Stephen Edwards of the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature predictably holds that the Endangered
Species Act is a failure because only seven listed species have
officially recovered––never mind that species usually aren’t
listed until almost extinct,  and that recovery typically takes
far longer than the mere decade or less that most listed species
have been protected.  The ESA itself dates only to 1973.

With equal disregard for facts and common sense,
Edwards argues that we must allow hunters to shoot rare
beasts to give them enough economic worth to save them.   “It
is anathema,”   he proclaims,  “for many mainstream conser-
vation organizations to think of themselves as marketing
agents for wild-harvest products,  but that is exactly what is
needed.”  He doesn’t even try to address the distinction
between nonlethal sustainable use,  such as animal-watching
by tourists,  and lethal use,  e.g. hunting,  which produces
quick cash but lower cumulative returns than the normal life
of a non-hunted animal.  As Humane Society International
president John Hoyt detailed in his 1994 volume Animals In
Peril,  lethal use also provides cover for poaching and smug-
gling.  Free enterprise may offer many ways to save wildlife
that activist groups and government have yet to explore,  but
Edwards adds nothing to the discussion.  And he's contextual-
ly incorrect,  again,  since the World Wildlife Fund and
National Wildlife Federation have pushed hunting since their
inception;  the Nature Conservancy has always encouraged
cash-earning multiple use of its extensive land holdings;  the
International Fund for Animal Welfare and Greenpeace pro-
mote eco-tourism;  and the Wildlife Conservation Society
runs the three New York zoos and the New York Aquarium.
Even the Boy Scouts turn almost a hundred grand a year
through the sale of naturally fallen elk antlers collected in the
Grand Teton National Forest and Grand Teton National Park. 

Psst––wanna buy a whale?
Kent Jeffreys,  better known for economic analysis

Well,  how about a cat?
An epilogue by Fred Smith inaccurately cites

whales as a species saved by free enterprise,  in that as whales
became scarce,  electricity became cost-competitive,   super-
seding the use of whale oil lamps.  While Smith recognizes
that whales could have been exterminated altogether if whal-
ing technology had advanced faster than the extension of elec-
tric wires,  this is not just a hypothetical case.  In fact,  the
decline of whale oil lighting merely meant that whalers found
other markets.  Whaling continued at as brisk a pace as the
dwindling number of whales permitted until under a decade
ago,  when the International Whaling Commission imposed
the present moratorium on commercial whaling that took
away the Soviet Union’s cover for killing a high quota and
then killing as many more whales as its fleet could find.  

“As the late Kenneth Boulding once argued,  as
humans become an ever more dominant presence,  it becomes
inevitable that ‘any species which cannot in some sense be
domesticated is doomed.’  This brute fact,  however,  has a
bright side,"  Smith suggests. “Domestication is a term that
suggests ownership but not necessarily for economic purpos-
es.  Indeed,  the value of ownership of resources that do not
directly create wealth––cats and dogs,  for example––may be
the most creative area in which property rights might be
expanded.  Consider that no one is responsible for preserving
pet biodiversity,  for ensuring that Persian cats or Irish
wolfhounds do not disappear.  There is no endangered pet act.
Were it not so silly,  this might seem surprising,  since far
more people care about these species than those ‘protected’
by the ESA.  No one worries about the extinction of pets
because it is widely recognized that as a specific species
declines,  it becomes scarce,  and thus more eagerly sought
after.  Scarcity generates its own redress.”  

Smith’s failure to discern species from subspecies is
pardonable,  since many of the most controversial creatures
protected by the ESA,  e.g. the spotted owl,  are also sub-
species,  no more different from their kin than Persian cats
from tabbies.  Less pardonable is his failure to outline just
how his proposed extension of pet-owning attitudes to
wildlife would work.  The closest he comes is to suggest that,
“People have great experience in moving species from one
habitat to another.  The applicability of this strategy to envi-

in a few feet downstream.”  Jeffreys cites facts to the con-
trary,  which editor Bailey should have forwarded to Avery
with instructions to get his @#$% together.  But Avery does
make a case for biotechnology as a savior of nature.  He par-
ticularly notes “a genetically engineered copy of the natural
pork growth hormone that produces hogs with half as much
body fat,  raised with one fourth less feed grain.  Think of
pork growth hormone as the equivalent of producing millions
of extra tons of feed corn per year,”  he challenges,  “from
laboratory bacteria,  instead of plowed-down wildlife habitat.”  

Other examples involving plants rather than animals
make the same point.  And no matter what Third World peo-
ple eat,  Avery explains,  “Continued dependence on low-
yield farming in the developing nations would mean the plow-
ing of additional acres of wildlife habitat to grow food for
their increasing populations.  A more populous world that also
wants room for wildlife has no room for low-yield
farming...The Third World cannot hire enough game wardens
to protect wildlife if people are hungry.  High yields let farm-
ers concentrate food production on the best and safest crop-
land,  producing the same amount of food with fewer acres
and cutting down both wildlife habitat loss and soil erosion.
Biologists have also discovered that there is less biodiversity
on good than on poor land.  On the good land,  it is apparently
easy for a few species to dominate––as bison,  antelope,
wolves,  and prairie dogs dominated the mammalian life of
the Great Plains.  In such difficult environments as the
Peruvian rainforest,  biologists have found dozens of new
species in every square mile.  Thus farming the best land is
less of a threat to biodiversity.  Humanity might already be
farming three times as much land,”  Avery concludes,  if not
for the advent of chemical fertilizers and pesticides in the
developed world 40 years ago.  Otherwise, “we would already
have lost a whole continent’s worth of wildlife,”  instead of
having a net gain in forest canopy in both North America and
Europe plus a net reduction in cultivated land.

A good word for veggies
Vegetarians and antivivisectionists will be heartened

by Bruce Ames and Lois Swirsky Gold in “The Causes and
Prevention of Cancer.”  For more than 25 years Ames has
held that public fear of chemicals is misplaced;  that most
cancer is caused by avoidable risks,  such as smoking and



of solid waste issues, looks at oceans here.  Jeffreys reaches
similar conclusions to Edwards,  but with less enthusiasm for
slaughter. “The worldwide problem of overfishing,"  he
reports,  "has its source in that only capture confers ownership
of the fish.  When oceans are part of the commons,  users are
more interested in extracting what they can than in stewarding
what they cannot own.”  Jeffreys cites studies suggesting that
governments all over the world have subsidized fishing so
heavily  that,  “the annual operating costs of the global marine
fishing fleet in 1989 were as much as $22 billion greater than
the total revenues,”  while “many fleets could be reduced by
up to two-thirds and still reap the same harvest.”  

Jeffreys falters when he turns from assessing prob-
lems to recommending solutions,  such as replenishing deplet-
ed species through captive breeding.  There is already ample
evidence to indicate that hatchery-born,  pen-reared salmon,
shrimp,  and other sea creatures simply don't have the genetic
diversity and resistance to disease to thrive in the open
ocean––and current husbandry techniques themselves con-
tribute to the depletion of sea turtles (see cover feature).

“To protect against the threat of extinction,  owner-
ship could be extended to whales,”  Jeffreys continues.
“Specific watching areas could be leased to tour companies
(or individuals),  and efforts to protect the whales could be
extended through commerce.  Despite the obvious difficulties,
whales could be owned privately in at least a limited fashion.
Tracking,  by satellite,  sonar,  or radio transmitters,  is
already feasible.  Unfortunately,  the study of private property
rights in whales primarily has been concerned with hunting
and how to establish ownership over a wounded or dead
whale.  The concept now needs to be extended to living
whales with an eye toward preserving particular threatened or
endangered species.”

Establishing whale ownership might permit the
Norwegian and Japanese whaling barons to buy and kill even
more whales than they do now.  Yet private whale ownership
would also provide a more effective means of prosecuting
pirate whalers.  Currently,  nations enforce whaling regula-
tions––when they are enforced at all––through trade boycotts,
an awkward approach because hitting another whole nation to
shut down a few criminals means risking trade wars potential-
ly more damaging to the enforcer than to the target.  Whale-
watching firms and conservation groups with ownership
rights to whales could by contrast sue poachers in civil courts,
under existing laws.  Documenting the source of poached
meat via DNA,  they could hit poachers without involving
national economics,  pride,  or  sovereignity.  There are huge
logistic and philosophical problems in Jeffreys' proposal,  but
whale-watching is now a much bigger business than whaling
ever was,  and if whale-watching fleets formed an internation-
al union,  they could collectively enjoy major clout.

poor diet;  and that overuse of animal testing has caused huge
waste in the allocation of health resources.  “Zero exposure to
rodent carcinogens cannot be achieved,”  he and Gold explain
here.  “Low levels of rodent carcinogens are ubiquitous in the
environment,”  yet are no threat to humans.  But,  “The quar-
ter of the population with the lowest dietary intake of fruits
and vegetables compared to the quarter with the highest intake
has roughly twice the cancer rate for most types of cancer.”

I rather skeptically interviewed Ames for a student
radio station back in 1970.  He was saying the same things
then,  even eating DDT in attempts to get people to listen.
Expecting to meet a raving lunatic on the take from the chemi-
cal industry,  I was surprised to find instead a conscientious
fellow vegetarian,  who argued persuasively that the risk from
a spoonful of DDT now and then was offset by all the steaks
he wasn’t eating.  A quarter-century later,  Ames is not only
still alive and well,  but––as his inclusion here shows––
increasingly influential.  We can only hope that the part of his
message about avoiding meat will be heard as clearly as his
case against reflexively banning useful chemicals because
improbably huge doses kill mice in LD-50 testing.

––Merritt Clifton

ronmental resources has yet to be fully exploited.  Providing
safe havens for endangered species may be critical,  especially
as the Third World undergoes demographic transitions.”

Such a lifeboat approach is precisely what zoos have
attempted with increasing sense of mission for more than a
century.  But even the most enthusiastic zoo advocates recog-
nize that when the biggest urban zoo site in the U.S. is the
Bronx Zoo,  at a mere 275 acres,  hope for preserving biodi-
versity through zoos is strictly limited.  At best,  zoos can
keep small numbers of the charismatic megafauna most at
risk.  They do not have the resources to do more;  neither does
anyone else.  Moreover,  animals kept safely within a zoo
inevitably lose behavioral traits that they need to survive if
ever returned to the wild.  Life in zoos may be preferable to
extinction,  and may be the last resort for such species as
gorillas,  but this is not the way to save others,  whose habitat
is menaced not by warfare but by governmentally approved
hunting and logging.  Nature conservancies do offer a free
market means of preserving whole habitats.  Thus what Smith
hints at is not impossible––but he would make a stronger case
if he discussed the specifics,  instead of leaving his conclusion
so ambiguous as to seem to suggest that species protection
should be achieved by the backyard exotic breeders who have
made inbred hybrid tigers a public nuisance.

Doesn't know @#$%
Other contributors to The True State of The Planet

also suggest ways to conserve endangered species,  including
Dennis Avery in an essay entitled “Saving the Planet with
Pesticides:  Increasing Food Supplies While Preserving
Biodiversity.”  Avery ignores the gains to be had by reducing
human meat consumption,  and in another instance of the fac-
tual errors marring most of the book,  asserts that “The efflu-
ent from intensive livestock and poultry operations isnow
handled under tight regulation,  and poses little,  if any,  threat
to water supplies or aquatic ecosystems.  'Contamination'
from livestock grazing beside streams is trivial and gone with-
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Terry Pettit,  40,  died June 2 in
Columbia Falls,  Montana,  from complica-
tions of Parkinson's Disease.  While living in
Waterbury,  Vermont,  Pettit organized the
Animal Rights Forum,  a local activist group,
in 1988.  He also served as a spokesperson
for Disabled and Incurably Ill  Against
Animal Research and the Health Care
Consumers Network,  in which capacities he
addressed the June 1990 March for the
Animals in Washington D.C.  Pettit abruptly
left Vermont and high-profile activism six
weeks later, after a hit-and-run driver
knocked him down on July 11,  1990,  as he
walked back to his hotel room after a day of
volunteering at the PETA and HCCN offices
in Rockville,  Maryland.  "As the vehicle
continued up the street,"  Pettit wrote,  "the
driver called out a warning which directly
tied the incident to my being in the D.C. area
for the Silver Spring monkeys,"  the focus of
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Extinction in the wild is inevitable
for many parrot species.  In this revised edi-
tion of her 1984 original,  Rosemary Low
paints somber scenes of fading beauty.
From the last Spix macaw in Brazil to the
unique flightless kakapo of New Zealand,
the beautiful parrots enjoy few safe havens.

Endangered Parrots details the
ongoing losses,  habitat by habitat and
species by species.  Of the 350-odd known
parrot varieties,  more than 100 are imper-
iled in the wild,  many of them critically.

Loss of habitat is the leading threat

OBITUARIES

Low explores the possibilities of
saving parrots through public education,
habitat protection,  and captive breeding,
the last hope for survival of the Spix
macaw,  which may never again survive in
the wild.  Reintroductions of parrots to the
wild have not so far been very successful.
Responsible reintroductions are enormously
complex and expensive;  anything less can
be quite cruel to these highly intelligent and
sensitive birds,  whose continued existence
will depend upon humans––who are respon-
sible for their plight in the first place.

Baby malachite parrot.  (Photo by Eileen Crossman.)

Saida Agudo,  36,  wife of
Venezuelan environmentalist Ignacio
A g u d o,  died of heart failure attributed to
stress circa May 21.  The Agudo family has
been on the run since February 1994,  when
the Venezuelan government laid treason
charges against Ignacio Agudo,  president of
F u n d a c e t a c e a (The Cetacean Fund) and
Aldemaro Romero,  executive director of
BIOMA (the Venezuelan Foundation for the
Conservation of Biological Diversity),
because in February 1993 they videotaped a
fishing crew in the act of harpooning a dol-
phin for shark bait––and released the video to
media when the government failed to enact
proposals to create a coastal cetacean sanctu-
ary and adopt a marine mammal protection
act.  After the video aired on U.S. television.
Mr. Agudo and Dr. Romero were accused of
setting up the dolphin killing to inhibit

Venezuelan efforts to lift the U.S. embargo
on tuna netted “on dolphin.”  Dr. Romero
fled to the U.S.,  where he is an adjunct asso-
ciate professor at the University of Miami.
The Agudos were unable to get out of
Venezuela.  Saida,  a registered nurse,  “was
accompanying Ignacio at his hiding place,”
Dr. Romero told ANIMAL PEOPLE.  “Mrs.
Agudo had been suffering of a weak heart for
some time,  and she was in need of constant
medical attention,  something she could not
get since she left Caracas in order to be with
her husband.”  She left two daughters,  Saida
Esther,  age six,  and Saida Lina,  born in
January,  a month after Mr. Agudo’s father
shot himself,  apparently to avoid disclosing
the family’s whereabouts during repeated
interrogations by Venezuelan security forces.

(Details of the Agudo/Romero case
appeared in our May 1995 edition.)

Victims of repression



Patrrice Greanville ad
(free––can bump)

April,  followed by what he termed "a mini-
stroke" that impaired his vision.  "After the
doctors sat me down and talked to me for
three hours about their findings,"  he wrote to
longtime correspondent Sue Clark on April
20,  "I asked the inevitable question.  They
told me that surgery would be basically use-
less.  And they added that if I took my med-
ication as directed,  and followed their life
regimen strictly,  I could live at least another
year.  Whoopee.  That wasn't exactly what I
wanted to hear,  but it was no shock to me,
either.  I will put it in God's hands,  and let
Him decide."

You too can have an
ANIMAL PEOPLE

classified––
just 50¢ a word!

POB 205
Shushan,  NY 12873

"I'M AN ANIMAL PERSON" t - s h i r t s ,
with logo,  size small only (supply very lim-
ited),  $10 postpaid.  ANIMAL PEOPLE,
POB 205,  Shushan,  NY  12873.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

CLASSIFIEDS

GARDENING NETWORK NEWS– – F o r
people who love to garden,  and love ani-
mals too.  $15/yr (6 issues),  POB 418,
Randolph,  VT  05060.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Your love 
for animals 

can go on forever.
The last thing we want is 

to lose our friends,  but you 
can help continue our 

vital educational mission 
with a bequest to 

ANIMAL PEOPLE.

There's no better way to
remember animals or 

animal people than with an 
ANIMAL PEOPLE

memorial.  
Send donations (any amount), 

along with an address for 
acknowledgement,  

if desired,  to 
POB 205

Shushan,  NY  12873.

TIME IS RUNNING OUT for some aban-
doned pets in dump sites.  They have
mange,  are being used as targets.  I feed
them.  But if they are caught soon,  they
will die a horrible death.  Please help me
purchase some humane traps.  The Anelia
Animal Sanctuary,  Inc.,  Box 1205,
Oneonta,  AL 35121.  Since 1978.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Each of Kristin Joy Pratt’s first two
books,  A Swim Through The Sea and A Walk
In The Rainforest,  delivers three volumes in
one,  for children––and adults––of varying
age.  For the youngest,  Pratt provides a lav-
ish pictorial of the adventures of a seahorse
in the former and an ant in the latter,  who
can be discerned somewhere in each illustra-
tion.  For those slightly older,  each book is a
delightfully unconventional A-B-C,  offering
the opportunity to either “ogle an odd-look-
ing octopus,”  or observe an “Ocelot listening
to the night noises of the jungle."  As readers
graduate to harder words,  they’ll discover
encyclopedic paragraphs in slightly finer
print,  providing details of the natural history
of each subject.  The information is suffi-
ciently complete that Pratt’s work could
remain in use as a reference until the reader
is older than was the author and artist when

these striking works were created––for while
each book looks and reads like the effort of a
veteran pro,  Pratt actually produced A Walk
In The Rainforest as a high school sopho-
more––and won the 1995 Children’s Book
Council award for Outstanding Science
Trade Book,  over much noteworthy compe-
tition, with A Swim Through The Sea,  com-
pleted during her junior year.  She’s now an
18-year-old senior.

A Spark In The Dark, from the
same publisher,  explains the Big Bang
Theory to small children in terms simple and
memorable enough that after a couple of
readings most will be able to knowledgeably
discuss the basics of astrophysics.  Together
with the Pratt titles,  it distinguishes Dawn
Publications as a young press likely to make
a big name for itself.

––M.C.

A Swim Through The Sea and A Walk In The Rainforest,  
written and illustrated by Kristin Joy Pratt, $7.95 and $6.95 paperback;

A Spark In The Dark,  written and illustrated by 
Richard Tichnor and Jenny Smith,  $6.95 paperback.  

Dawn Publications (14618 Tyler Foote Road,  Nevada City,  CA  95959),  1995.

to parrots.  Logging,  mining,  grazing,  and
cultivation each take a toll,  compounded by
hurricanes,  volcanic eruptions,  hunting,
slaughter for pest control,  predation,  dis-
ease,  and capture for the pet trade.

Unique books from notable newcomer

A noted parrot expert,  deeply
involved in parrot conservation,  Low is
donating the proceeds from her book to the
World Parrot Trust.

––Eileen Crossman

In memory of Ladie, 
a good buddy and a great dog.

––Richard Church,  Mary Pillar
_________________________________

In memory of Misti Ewers.
––LaRue Ewers

_________________________________
In memory of Berkeley,  

saved from a lab.
––Marguerite Spencer

_________________________________
In memory of Terry Pettit.

––Sue Clark

MEMORIALS

a protest in which Pettit was to participate.
Over the next few weeks,  Pettit claimed,  he
received several threatening calls and letters.
Police and New England Telephone failed to
confirm the threats––but Earth First! activists
Jeff Elliot,  Jamie Sayen,  and Michael
Vernon,  of Vermont,  New Hampshire,  and
Maine,  respectively,  who were involved in
many of the same regional land use issues,
each reported similar incidents in 1989-1991,
and all were soon afterward burned out of
their homes by arson.  Pettit fled to Montana,
where he opened a graphic design studio and
print shop.  He suffered a heart attack in early

Terry Pettit



Wild Burro Rescue
665 Burnt Ridge Road
Onalaska,  WA  98570
(206) 985-7282

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED
NOW

Wild Burro Rescue is organizing a
nationwide protest and rescue alternative to
the National Park Service's "direct reduction
policy"––the shooting to death of wild burros as
a routine management practice.  Help save the
wild burros.  Join us––a $20.00 annual member-
ship includes newsletter and regular updates on
our progress.

Wild Burro Rescue is an IRS tax-exempt
organization which totally relies on community sup-
port.  All donations go directly to the rescue,  reha-
bilitation,  and care of the wild burros.

Veggie-wear--
paid through Jan/Feb.

Can't wait to get your ANIMAL
PEOPLE?
Now we offer the Executive sub-
scription,  mailed first class in an

envelope:  
$36 for one year or $60 for two

years. 
Upgrades of existing subscriptions
will be prorated @ $2.00 per issue

remaining.

TREES: Seedlings and transplant stock
for Christmas trees,  ornamentals and
reforestation at wholesale prices.  Free
price list and planting guide.

FLICKINGERS NURSERY
Sagamore,  PA  16250 or 1-800-368-7381.

ANIMAL LOVERS––Enjoy 80 natural
Tea Tree Oil products NEVER tested on
animals,  and environmentally safe. Buy
your personal,  medical,  dental,  house-
hold,  laundry & 3 great pet care products
wholesale–direct.  

Free catalog:  813-345-8246.

RAPTORS AND SONGBIRDS REHAB-
I L I T A T I O N at St. John's Retreat Center
(U.S. & Texas scientific permit).  Also,
Teaching = natural/spiritual laws;  Healing
= people & animals;  Spiritual Communion
and Meditation. P.O. Box 930,
Montgomery,  Texas 77356.









Lafferty has also been accused of complicity in hastening Duke's death with a morphine overdose.








